Hindi is ticket to success
for Chinese students
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Ahmedabad: On the
sprawling EDI campus, a
group of Chinese students
peer into their textbooks. A
teacher writes out sentenc-
es on the blackboard. But
thisclassroomhasaninter-
esting

feature. The teacher is not
giving lessons on entrepre-
neurship but on the nu-
ancesof Devanagariscript.

With bilateral trade be-
tween India and China re-
aching around $70 billion
inthelastfiscal, interest in
Hindi language has surged
inthedragonland.

Bao Ya Ping, 21, from
China’s transportation
hub Kunming in Yunnan
province is part of a 13-
member batch currently
pursuing a nine-month in-
ternational certificate
course on advanced busi-
ness Hindi at Entrepre-
neurship Development In-
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stitute of India (EDI).

She says, “With the two
Asian giants working to
bolster bilateral ties, new
opportunities have opened
up forusinlIndia. Thus, flu-
ency in Hindi has become
the determining factor for
grabbinga good job.”

Another student Wu Ze
Peng echoes her views.
“Several factors have
fuelled the surge to learn
Hindi in China. One of
them is definitely the excit-
ing new opportunities that

have opened up for busi-
ness and travel,” he says.

Peng says, “Though one
hastointeractin Englishin
most companies, learning
Hindi helps us understand
the real India and adapt to
the local culture with
ease.”

EDI faculty Avdhesh
Jha said: “The course will
impart sound conceptual
foundation and abilities in
business Hindi to students
sothat they emerge as cred-
ible communicators with
skills to articulate their
points.”

Prime Minister Naren-
draModihadrecently visit-
ed China and investments
worth Rs $1 billion in India
were discussed. Gujarat
chief minister, who was al-
so part of the delegation,
had inked 22 MoUs worth
Rs 30,000 crore with Chi-
nese companies and insti-
tutions for investments in
the state alone.




