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~Gujarat retains top spot in rankings

Leads All Other
States In Startup
Ecosystem
Assessment

Times News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Gujarat has for
the second successive time
emerged the best performer in
State Startup India Ranking,
according to rankings anno-
unced by the department for
promotion of industry and in-
ternal trade (DPIIT) for 2019.

A proactive mechanism to
identify regulatory issues
from disruptive sectors; iCrea-
te,oneof thelargeststartupin-
cubators in the country; and
its ‘Student Startup and Inno-
vation’ policy helped Gujarat
top the list, according to the
DPIIT.

The state achieved this feat
for the first time in 2018.

The state is seen as a hub
for the textile, pharmaand mo-
re recently auto industries.
With more than 4,000 startups
in the state, Ahmedabad,
which houses the most startup
incubators, is seen as one of
the best places in the country
to launch startups. From
FMCG, pharma, IT, solar to ag-
riculture, the state has seen a

The state government under the leadership of

chief minister Vijay Rupani has focused on
startups and ensured a sound ecosystem on the
back of progressive policy making. According to
recent surveys, Ahmedabad has emerged as a hub
for startups with 43% of the new startups in the
country being set up here. The creation of |-Create has
added a new dimension to startups. The new industrial policy also
focuses on startups with special focus on innovation and R&D

M K Das | ADDITIONAL CHIEF SECRETARY, INDUSTRIES AND MINES DEPARTMENT

Satya Ranjan Acharya | oirecTor,

CRADLE EDII

o6
has all
ingredients to
create an
entrepreneurial
ecosystem, be it s
government

support, entrepreneurial spirit,
besfw—worklngspaees,market
or internal funding. We are
mereasmglyseeingemmcs
heremGujalatwhueim
have started sharing their
problem statements withthe

stamnpeeosystemandmth%
soonwewillseenmandmate

Product, processes and people, are the
three recommendations for startups,
which | believe are the strongest pillars for
any startup to grow and stand against all
odds. Gujarat-based startups are the best
performers for outstanding ideas and real-time
solutions in manufacturing as well as the service
sector. In addition, from early on Gujarat was able to capitalise
and channelize its entrepreneurial prowess into building a
supportive platform for startups. It has a robust business
enablers network spanning corporates and academics
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burst of activities for new ven-
tures in last few

an Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad, in association

Centre, is one of the most pro-
minent incubators in the co-

CIIE.CO, set up by theIndi- withthestategovernmentand untry which has accelerated

over 500 startups across vario- -:

ussectors.

Startups are normally :
identified as a newly emerged, :
fast-growing business that -

aimstomeet a marketplace ne-

ed by developing a viable busi- :
ness model around innovative :

product, service, process or a :

platform. Gujarat was among
the first few states that laun-
ched the State Startup Policy
in 2015.
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Thenotified Startup Policy :
under industries and mines :
department offers benefits :
and incentives across various *
areas of intervention. Additio- :
nally, the state has announced :
separate policies with sector- :

fically for student innovators.

~_ specific focuses and one speci-

The state government has |
also instituted a schemeforas- :
sistance of startups and inno- :
vations, allowing startups to :
leverage financial support of '
up to Rs 40 lakhs as seed sup- :
port. More than 260 startups :
havebenefited from this policy,
the government said in a me- :

dia statement.

The pivotal Student Star- 1
tup and Innovation Policy :
(SSIP), spearheaded by the :
education department, is the :
only dedicated policy for sup- :

porting

Student :

Innovation and Startups, the :

statement said.
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