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Some heads just do political work: NCW chief

Times News NETWORK

Gandhinagar: National
Commission for Women
chairperson Rekha Sharma
on Monday claimed the he-
ads of some of thestate-level
women'’s commissions were
only doing “political work™
to further their careers in-
stead of the responsibility
they are entrusted with.
Sharma, who was in the
state for the ‘Women in Lea-
dership’ conclave held at
Entrepreneurship Develop-

mentInstituteof India (EDII)
inBhat,said, “Somepanelhe-
ads are good. Some do only
political work. They are just
there to enhance their own
careers.”

About the Gujarat State
Commission for Women, she
said, “Till it had a chairper-
son, it was doing good. But,
for the past few months, there
is no chairperson and no
members.” Leelaben Ankoli-
yahadresigned from the post
of GSCW chairperson in Ja-
nuary last year.

She also advised women
to be economically indepen:
dent and empowered. At the
conclave, Sharma said wo-
men must dream big and le-
arn to take risks to achieve
success in their professional
lives. “Don’t marry a person
who does not agree with you
(onthese issues). Marriage is
not important,” Sharma sa-
id. “Tt is important to be eco-
nomically independent. Eve-
ry girl should be economical-
ly empowered,” she asser-
ted.
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Economic independence is important, not marriage: NCW chief

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, MARCH 6
NOT MARRIAGE, economic in-
dependence is important for
women, said Rekha Sharma,
chairperson of the National
Commission for Women (NCW)
in Ahmedabad on Monday.
She was delivering the inau-
gural address at the Women in
Entrepreneurship conclave
ahead of the International
Women's Day organised by the
Development Institute of India
(EDII) Ahmedabad.
Addressing women entre-
preneurs, students, and acade-
micians as well as experts from
different sectors, Sharma said,
“Women are generally follow-
ers... society frames rules for
them, we need not follow those

rulesimposed by the society on
women... You should be a risk
taker... You are takinga loan, to-
morrow when you get married,
will your husband repay that
loan? Do not marry that man
who does not agree with you.
Marriage is not important.
Importantis thatyou have to be
economically independent.”

Adding that women should
come forward and break stereo-
types that hinder growth, she
said, “Dream big, whether a
boyfriend or leadership posi-
tion, shiddat se chaho (wish
with passion). When you dream
repeatedly, it becomes a real-
ity... You need to break rules...
some rules are to be broken. If
you do not, you will tow the
same line."

“If you earn, so many prob-
lems will not arise, even domes-

EFrankaj Mittal
lary Gene
findian

Rekha Sharma felicitates awoman entrepreneur. Express

tic violence does not happen.
Your husband will think ten

times before raising hand onyou
that you will leave him. He will

think that she is independent,
sheis earning... she can take care
of herselfand her family... Soyou
need to become independent
but there are not many jobs so
you should become anentrepre-
neur. Through this you also give
jobs to others,” said Sharma.

Adding that men would not
support women who take their
place, Sharma added, “You have
to be very aggressive in selling
your project and idea... the so-
ciety calls an aggressive woman
as tej and a similar man com-
petitive, Let it be.”

The conclave was inaugu-
rated by Sharma in the presence
of Pankaj Mittal, secretary gen-
eral, Association of Indian
Universities, Mona Khandhar,
principal Secretary, finance de-
partment, Romit Sen, vice-pres-
ident, corporate sustainability,

HSBC India, and Dr Rachana
Gemawat, chairperson, FICCI
FLO with Dr Sunil Shukia,
Director General, EDIL

Speaking at the event,
Pankaj Mittal said, “Women do
step outwith bigdreams butas
they progress towards the top,
their participation and repre-
sentation decreases ... Women
should refrain from creatingan
invisible glass ceiling of con-
tentment and should continue
torise.”

Stating that Gujarat has a
significant presence of MSMEs
in which women play a major
role, Mona Khandhar said,
“Women-led startups are com-
ing up in various promising do-
mains and | see a future where
women will establish their
strong identities in the sphere
of entrepreneurship.”
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Women must learn to take calculated risks to
become successful entrepreneurs:Rekha Sharma

Ahmedabad, To mark
the International Women's
Day, the Entrepreneurship
Development Institute of
India (EDII) organised a
‘Women in Leadership Con-
clave’ at its campus on 6th
March 2023. The conclave
was inaugurated by Smt
Rekha Sharma, Chairperson,
National Commission for
Women (NCW) as the chief
guest in the presence of
Guest of Honour Dr. Pankaj
Mittal, Secretary General,
Association of Indian Uni-
versities, Special Guests, Ms.
Mona Khandar, Principal
Secretary, Finance Dept (
Economic Affairs) , Govt. of
Gujarat, Mr. Romit Sen, Vice
President, Corporate
Sustainability, HSBC India, &
Dr. Rachana Gemawat,
Chairperson, FICCI FLO, and
Dr Sunil Shukla, Director
General, EDII.

Addressing women en-
trepreneurs, students, and
academicians as well as ex-
perts from different sectors,
Smt Rekha Sharma in her

inaugural speech said,
“There has been a growing
awareness about raising the
social and economic status
of women in society with an
increased focus on educa-
tion, training, and
handholding.

Dr.Shukla in his opening
remarks said,"The economy
can experience balanced
growth only when women
are encouraged to nurture
their creativity and spirit of
innovation. It is great to see
how New India is providing
winning platforms to
women through innovative
schemes and networking
opportunities.

Guest of Honour, Dr.
Pankaj Mittal, Secretary
General, Association of In-
dian Universities, said, “
Women do step out with big
dreams but as they progress
towards the top, their par-
ticipation and representa-
tion decreases glaringly.
Women should refrain from
creating an invisible glass
ceiling of contentment and

continue to rise.Society also
needs to stop stereotyping
women and give them a
more warm welcome for
bigger, unconventional
roles. Women need to hold
hands of other women and
encourage each other on
the way.”

In his address, Mr. Romit
Sen, Sr. Vice President, of
Corporate Sustainability,
HSBC India said,“Skill devel-
opment has really played a
big role in bringing women
to the forefront. Along with
women, society as a whole
also needs to be sensitized
sothatthereis an encourag-
ing systemic change.

Ms.Mona Khandar, Prin-
cipal Secretary, Finance
Dept ( Economic Affairs) ,
Govt.of Gujarat,” Gujarat has
a significant presence of
MSMEs and women play a
major role in this. There are
some immensely progres-
sive government schemes
and subsidies to encourage
women to become entre-
preneurs. Women-led

startupsare coming up now
in various promising do-
mains, and | see a future
where women will establish
their strong identities in the
sphere of entrepreneur-
ship.”

Dr. Rachana Gemavat,
Chairperson, FICCI FLO
Ahmedabad said, “We as a
society need to support
women in breaking barriers
and handhold them in don-
ning the role of enablers.
This will lead to significant
growth for the economy. A
conducive support system
that instills confidence in
women and encourages
them to rise above the fear
of failure will work wonders
on helping women rise and
shine.”

The inauguration was
followed by a panel discus-
sion with esteemed panel-
ists focused on understand-
ing the gaps in the ecosys-
tem for women empower-
ment and entrepreneurship,
and deliberating on the

ways of plugging gaps.
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Some women's panel chiefs just doing 'political work’,
says NCW chairperson

Gandhinagar, Mar 6 (PTI) National Commission for Women chairperson Rekha Sharma on Monday
claimed the heads of some of the state-level women's commissions were only doing "political work"
to further their careers instead of the responsibility they are entrusted with.

She also advised women to be economically independent and empowered, which was more
important than marriage.

Talking to reporters on the sidelines of 'Women in Leadership Conclave' organised by
Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) at its campus in Gandhinagar's Bhat village,
she said, "Some heads (of state women commissions) are good. They are active. Some are doing
only political work. They are just there to enhance their own careers." Speaking on the performance
of Gujarat State Commission for Women, she said, "Till it had a chairperson, it was doing good.
But, for the last few months, there is no chairperson and no members.” Leelaben Ankoliya had
resigned from the post of chairperson of Gujarat State Commission for Women in January last year.

Sharma also said the NCW was preparing a policy framework to rehabilitate women facing domestic
violence and currently living in shelter homes. The aim was to ensure women go out and start living
positive lives on their own rather than continuing to stay in shelter homes, she said.

Earlier, speaking at the conclave, Sharma said women must dream big and learn to take risks to
achieve success in their professional lives.

While the family of a man will help him start a business etc, they will question a woman if she
expresses the same desire.

"Family members will ask the girl what if your husband refuses to repay the loan after your marriage
and what if he doesn't agree. Don't marry that person who won't agree with you (on these issues).
Marriage is not important,” Sharma said.

"You need to be economically independent, that is important. | stress on this. Every girl should be
economically empowered," she asserted.

The NCW has signed an MoU with EDII to conduct programmes to empower women through
entrepreneurship and other aspects, she added.
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Some heads just do political work: NCW chief
Rekha Sharma
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CANDHINAGAR: National Commission for Women

chairperson Rekha Sharma on Monday claimed the heads of

some of the state-level wormen's commissions were only
doing "political work" to further their careers instead of the

responsibility they are entrusted with.

Sharma, who was in the state for the 'Wormen in Leadership’
conclave held at Entrepreneurship Development Institute of
India (EDI) in Bhat, said, "Some panel heads are good. Some
do only political work. They are just there to enhance their

own careers."

About the Gujarat State Commission for Women, she said,
"Till it had a chairperson, it was doing good. But, for the past
few months, there is no chairperson and no members.”
Leelaben Ankoliya had resigned from the post of GSCW
chairperson in January last year.


https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/some-heads-just-do-political-work-ncw-chief-rekha-sharma/articleshow/98464078.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/some-heads-just-do-political-work-ncw-chief-rekha-sharma/articleshow/98464078.cms

She also advised women to be economically independent
and empowered. At the conclave, Sharma said women must
dream big and learn to take risks to achieve success in their
professional lives. "Don't marry a person who does not agree
with you (on these issues). Marriage is not important,”
Sharma said. "It is important to be economically
independent. Every girl should be economically

empowered,’ she asserted.
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Economic independence is important, not
marriage: NCW chief

The conclave was inaugurated by Sharma in the presence of Pankaj Mittal, secretary general,
Association of Indian Universities, Mona Khandhar, principal Secretary, finance department, Romit Sen,
vice-president, corporate sustainability, HSBC India, and Dr Rachana Gemawat, chairperson, FICCI FLO
with Dr Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDIL.

Ey: Express Mews Service
Ahmedabad | Updated: March 7, 2023 05:11 IST

Rekha Sharma felicitates a woman entrepreneur. (Express photo)

Addressing women entrepreneurs, students, and academicians as well as experts
from different sectors, Sharma said, “Women are generally followers... society
frames rules for them, we need not follow those rules imposed by the society on
women... You should be a risk taker... You are taking a loan, tomorrow when you
get married, will your hushand repay that loan? Do not marry that man who does
not agree with you. Marriage is not important. Important is that you have to be

economically independent.”
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Not marriage, economic independence is important for women, said Rekha Sharma,
chairperson of the National Commission for Women (NCW) in Ahmedabad on

Monday.

She was delivering the inaugural address at the Women in Entrepreneurship
conclave ahead of the International Women’s Day organised by the Development
Institute of India (EDII) Ahmedabad.

Adding that women should come forward and break stereotypes that hinder
growth, she said, “Dream big, whether a boyfriend or leadership position, shiddat
se chaho (wish with passion). When you dream repeatedly, it becomes a reality ...
You need to break rules. .. some rules are to be broken. If you do not, you will tow
the same line.”

“If you earn, so many problems will not arise, even domestic violence does not
happen. Your hushand will think ten times hefore raising hand on you that you will
leave him. He will think that she is independent, she is earning... she can take care
of herself and her family... So you need to become independent but there are not
many jobs so you should become an entrepreneur. Through this you also give jobs
to others,” said Sharma.

Adding that men would not support women who take their place, Sharma added,
“You have to be very aggressive in selling your project and idea... the society calls

an aggressive woman as tej and a similar man competitive. Let it be.”

The conclave was inaugurated by Sharma in the presence of Pankaj Mittal,
secretary general, Association of Indian Universities, Mona Khandhar, principal
Secretary, finance department, Romit Sen, vice-president, corporate sustainability,
HSBC India, and Dr Rachana Gemawat, chairperson, FICCI FLO with Dr Sunil
Shukla, Director General, EDII.
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Some women’s panel chiefs just doing ‘political work’, says NCW chairperson

PTI
6 March, 2023 05:00 pm IST

Gandhinagar, Mar 6 (PTI) National Commission for Women chairperson Rekha Sharma on Monday
claimed the heads of some of the state-level women’s commissions were only doing “political work” to
further their careers instead of the responsibility they are entrusted with.

She also advised women to be economically independent and empowered, which was more important
than marriage.

Talking to reporters on the sidelines of “‘Women in Leadership Conclave’ organised by Entrepreneurship
Development Institute of India (EDII) at its campus in Gandhinagar’s Bhat village, she said, “Some heads
(of state women commissions) are good. They are active. Some are doing only political work. They are
just there to enhance their own careers.” Speaking on the performance of Gujarat State Commission for
Women, she said, “Till it had a chairperson, it was doing good. But, for the last few months, there is no
chairperson and no members.” Leelaben Ankoliya had resigned from the post of chairperson of Gujarat
State Commission for Women in January last year.

Sharma also said the NCW was preparing a policy framework to rehabilitate women facing domestic
violence and currently living in shelter homes. The aim was to ensure women go out and start living
positive lives on their own rather than continuing to stay in shelter homes, she said.

Earlier, speaking at the conclave, Sharma said women must dream big and learn to take risks to achieve
success in their professional lives.

While the family of a man will help him start a business etc, they will question a woman if she expresses
the same desire.

“Family members will ask the girl what if your husband refuses to repay the loan after your marriage
and what if he doesn’t agree. Don’t marry that person who won'’t agree with you (on these issues).
Marriage is not important,” Sharma said.

“You need to be economically independent, that is important. | stress on this. Every girl should be
economically empowered,” she asserted.

The NCW has signed an MoU with EDII to conduct programmes to empower women through
entrepreneurship and other aspects, she added. PTI PJT PD BNM BNM
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Some women's panel chiefs just doing 'political work': NCW chairperson Rekha Sharma
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Gandhinagar, Mar 6 (PTI) National Commission for Women chairperson Rekha Sharma on Monday
claimed the heads of some of the state-level women’s commissions were only doing “political work” to
further their careers instead of the responsibility they are entrusted with.

She also advised women to be economically independent and empowered, which was more important
than marriage.

Talking to reporters on the sidelines of “‘Women in Leadership Conclave’ organised by Entrepreneurship
Development Institute of India (EDII) at its campus in Gandhinagar’s Bhat village, she said, “Some heads
(of state women commissions) are good. They are active. Some are doing only political work. They are
just there to enhance their own careers.” Speaking on the performance of Gujarat State Commission for
Women, she said, “Till it had a chairperson, it was doing good. But, for the last few months, there is no
chairperson and no members.” Leelaben Ankoliya had resigned from the post of chairperson of Gujarat
State Commission for Women in January last year.

Sharma also said the NCW was preparing a policy framework to rehabilitate women facing domestic
violence and currently living in shelter homes. The aim was to ensure women go out and start living
positive lives on their own rather than continuing to stay in shelter homes, she said.

Earlier, speaking at the conclave, Sharma said women must dream big and learn to take risks to achieve
success in their professional lives.

While the family of a man will help him start a business etc, they will question a woman if she expresses
the same desire.

“Family members will ask the girl what if your husband refuses to repay the loan after your marriage
and what if he doesn’t agree. Don’t marry that person who won’t agree with you (on these issues).
Marriage is not important,” Sharma said.

“You need to be economically independent, that is important. | stress on this. Every girl should be
economically empowered,” she asserted.

The NCW has signed an MoU with EDII to conduct programmes to empower women through
entrepreneurship and other aspects, she added. PTI PJT PD BNM BNM
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Some women's panel chiefs just doing 'political work’, says
NCW chairperson

She also advised women to be economically independent and empowered, which was maore important than marriage

PTI, Gandhinagar, MAR 06 2023, 17:09 IST | UPDATED: MAR 06 2023, 17:09 IST
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National Commission for Women (NCW) Chairperson Rekha Sharma. Credit: PTI Photo

National Commission for Women chairperson Rekha Sharma on Monday claimed the heads of some of
the state-level women's commissions were only doing "political work" to further their careers instead of

the responsibility they are entrusted with.

She also advised women to be economically independent and empowered, which was more important
than marriage. Talking to reporters on the sidelines of "Women in Leadership Conclave' organised by
Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) at its campus in Gandhinagar's Bhat village, she

said, "Some heads (of state women commissions) are good.

They are active. Some are doing only political work. They are just there to enhance their own careers.”
Speaking on the performance of Gujarat State Commission for Women, she said, "Till it had a
chairperson, it was doing good. But, for the last few months, there is no chairperson and no members.”
Leelaben Ankoliya had resigned from the post of chairperson of Gujarat State Commission for Women in
January last year. Sharma also said the NCW was preparing a policy framework to rehabilitate women

facing domestic violence and currently living in shelter homes.
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The aim was to ensure women go cut and start living positive lives on their own rather than continuing
to stay in shelter homes, she said. Earlier, speaking at the conclave, Sharma said women must dream big
and learn to take risks to achieve success in their professional lives. While the family of a man will help
him start a business etc, they will question a woman if she expresses the same desire. "Family members
will ask the girl what if your husband refuses to repay the loan after your marriage and what if he doesn't

agree. Don't marry that person who won't agree with you (on these issues).

Marriage is not important,” Sharma said. "You need to be economically independent, that is important. |
stress on this. Every girl should be economically empowered,” she asserted. The NCW has signed an MolU
with EDII to conduct programmes to empower women through entreprensurship and other aspects, she
added.
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Women must learn to take calculated risks to become successful entrepreneurs,
says Rekha Sharma, Chairperson, NCW
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Monday, March 6, 2023: To mark the International Women’s Day, the
Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) organised a ‘Women in
Leadership Conclave’ at its campus on 6th March 2023. The conclave was
inaugurated by Smt Rekha Sharma, Chairperson, National Commission for
Women (NCW) as the chief guest in the presence of Guest of Honour Dr.
Pankaj Mittal, Secretary General, Association of Indian Universities, Special
Guests, Ms. Mona Khandar, Principal Secretary, Finance Dept ( Economic
Affairs) , Govt. of Gujarat, Mr. Romit Sen, Vice President, Corporate
Sustainability, HSBC India, & Dr. Rachana Gemawat, Chairperson, FICCI FLO,
and Dr Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII.

Addressing women entrepreneurs, students, and academicians as well as
experts from different sectors, Smt Rekha Sharma in her inaugural speech said,
“There has been a growing awareness about raising the social and economic
status of women in society with an increased focus on education, training, and
handholding. This is a great development as women continue to remain
underrepresented on almost every platform that requires them to wield power
and decision-making authority. We want more and more women to come to the
fore and break stereotypes and barriers that hinder growth. We all want to
witness an inclusive and equitable society. We need to make space for women
who have for long been subjugated to stereotypes and highly typical roles and,
we can achieve this byencouraging women to take calculated risks, become
economically independent, focus on business networking, and avoid crumbling
under peer pressure.”

Dr. Shukla in his opening remarks said, “"The economy can experience balanced
growth only when women are encouraged to nurture their creativity and spirit
of innovation. It is great to see how New India is providing winning platforms to
women through innovative schemes and networking opportunities. Through its
various programmes and projects focused on entrepreneurship & skill
development, EDII has sought to enhance the incidence of women-owned
enterprises. According to the largest survey on entrepreneurship, the Global
Entrepreneurship Monitor Survey for 2021 -2022, among female adults, Total
Early Stage Entrepreneurship Activities have increased significantly as 12.3% of
the total female population are engaged in entrepreneurship as compared to



16.3% of the male. The male-female difference still exists and needs to be
worked on to improve female representation in the overall of Total Early Stage
Entrepreneurship Activities country. I am happy that several efforts are being
put in place to encourage women to step to the forefront.”

Guest of Honour, Dr. Pankaj Mittal, Secretary General, Association of Indian
Universities, said, " Women do step out with big dreams but as they progress
towards the top, their participation and representation decreases glaringly.
Women should refrain from creating an invisible glass ceiling of contentment
and continue to rise. Society also needs to stop stereotyping women and give
them a more warm welcome for bigger, unconventional roles. Women need to
hold hands of other women and encourage each other on the way.”

In his address, Mr. Romit Sen, Sr. Vice President, of Corporate Sustainability,
HSBC India said, “Skill development has really played a big role in bringing
women to the forefront. Along with women, society as a whole also needs to be
sensitized so that there is an encouraging systemic change. HSBC’s HMI project
has focused on skilling women and empowering them by ensuring sustainable
livelihood options for them. Today these trained women beneficiaries are
financially independent and are in a much better place to think creatively and
implement winning business strategies for growth.

Ms. Mona Khandar, Principal Secretary, Finance Dept ( Economic Affairs) ,
Govt. of Gujarat, “ Gujarat has a significant presence of MSMEs and women
play a major role in this. There are some immensely progressive government
schemes and subsidies to encourage women to become entrepreneurs.
Women-led startups are coming up now in various promising domains, and I
see a future where women will establish their strong identities in the sphere of
entrepreneurship.”

Dr. Rachana Gemavat, Chairperson, FICCI FLO Ahmedabad said, "We as a
society need to support women in breaking barriers and handhold them in
donning the role of enablers. This will lead to significant growth for the
economy. A conducive support system that instills confidence in women and



encourages them to rise above the fear of failure will work wonders on helping
women rise and shine.”

The inauguration was followed by a panel discussion with esteemed panelists
focused on understanding the gaps in the ecosystem for women empowerment
and entrepreneurship, and deliberating on the ways of plugging gaps.

As part of the conclave, an exhibition by EDII-trained women entrepreneurs
was also organised. Women entrepreneurs under EDII’s Centre for
Empowerment of Differently-Abled (CEDA), Handmade in India (HMI) project,
Hastkala Setu Yojana, and Centre for Advancing and Launching Enterprises
(CrAdLE) displayed their craft and products at the exhibition.
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Grant autonomy similar to that of foreign
varsities in India: VCs of Indian varsities

On the autonomy aspect, Pankaj Mittal, secretary general of the association of Indian Universities,
pointed out that foreign universities will not be governed by UGC guidelines. (Express Photo)

Written by Ritu Sharma
New Delhi | Updated: March 7, 2023 08:25 157

(Express photo by Praveen Khanna/Representative Image)

WITH Australia’s Deakin University set to be the first foreign university to set up an

international branch campus (IBC) in Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT)
in Gandhinagar, and more institutions set to follow, universities in the country have
expressed their concern to the UGC over autonomy granted to these foreign
universities, and have sought similar terms.

The Association of Indian Universities held a meeting of all “stakeholders” — vice-
chancellors — from members-universities after the government announced the
regulations for foreign universities, and most V-Cs “welcomed” the move, as it will

“generate competition”, Pankaj Mittal, secretary general of the association, said.
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But, she said, “at the same time, they are afraid there will be poaching of faculty
(members) and students”. “We did a stakeholder meeting of all V-Cs to find out
what they feel about it. Based on that (feedback received), we have submitted our

response to the UGC,” Mittal said.

The one aspect these V-Cs were concerned about regarding the regulations is that “a
lot of autonomy has been given to the foreign universities — so they can have their
own fee structure, admissions, and a lot more”, Mittal told The Indian Express on
the sidelines of the “‘Women in Leadership Conclave’, organised by the
Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII), Ahmedabad, on Monday.

The V-Cs were, however, “happy that foreign universities are coming to India after

a very long time”, she noted.

On the autonomy aspect, Mittal pointed out that foreign universities will not be
governed by UGC guidelines. She said, “What they (V-Cs who took part in the
meeting) feel is that since they have been given a lot of autonomy we should also be
provided with (similar) autonomy. If you feel autonomy brings quality, we can also

bring quality — at least the good universities.”

Mittal, however, pointed out that autonomy is a “double-edged sword”, and can be
“misused” by universities that are “not very good”. This, she explained, can then
become a “hindrance” for institutions who are eager to perform but are unable to

in the absence of the required autonomy.

Mittal pointed out that even the National Education Policy (NEP), 2020, mentions
that institutions should be given more autonomy “so that they can spread their

wings the way they want to”.

The Association of Indian Universities includes conventional universities, open
universities, deemed universities, state universities, Central universities, private
universities, and institutes of national importance. Besides Indian universities, 13
varsities/institutes from Bangladesh, Bhutan, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mauritius,

Nepal, Thailand, the UAE, and the United Kingdom are its associate members.



Raising the issue of rankings, Mittal said that while the NEP advocates taking Indian
universities to the global top-100 bracket, the new regulations allow foreign

universities in the world top-500 ranks to set up their campuses here.

She said the figure 500 is not the issue here, but now that “we are doing top-500 in
subject-wise rankings”, the problem is that of a university which is, for instance,
“very good in Physics and is in top-500, but its overall ranking is 1,500”. Should such
a university be “allowed or not” to set up a campus in India, she asked.
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Women Must Learn To Take Calculated Risks To Become
Successful Entrepreneurs, Says NCW Chairperson Rekha
Sharma

By Pragativadi News Service On Mar 6, 2023
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To mark the International Women’s Day, the Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India
(EDII) organised a “Women in Leadership Conclave’ at its campus on 6th March 2023. The
conclave was inaugurated by Smt Rekha Sharma, Chairperson, National Commission for Women
(NCW) as the chief guest in the presence of Guest of Honour Dr. Pankaj Mittal, Secretary General,
Association of Indian Universities, Special Guests, Ms. Mona Khandar, Principal Secretary, Finance
Dept ( Economic Affairs) , Govt. of Gujarat, Mr. Romit Sen, Vice President, Corporate
Sustainability, HSBC India, & Dr. Rachana Gemawat, Chairperson, FICCI FLO, and Dr Sunil
Shukla, Director General, EDII.

Addressing women entrepreneurs, students, and academicians as well as experts from different
sectors, Smt Rekha Sharma in her inaugural speech said, “There has been a growing awareness
about raising the social and economic status of women in society with an increased focus on
education, training, and handholding. This is a great development as women continue to remain
underrepresented on almost every platform that requires them to wield power and decision-making
authority. We want more and more women to come to the fore and break stereotypes and barriers
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that hinder growth. We all want to witness an inclusive and equitable society. We need to make
space for women who have for long been subjugated to stereotypes and highly typical roles and, we
can achieve this by encouraging women to take calculated risks, become economically independent,
focus on business networking, and avoid crumbling under peer pressure.”

Dr. Shukla in his opening remarks said, “The economy can experience balanced growth only when
women are encouraged to nurture their creativity and spirit of innovation. It is great to see how New
India is providing winning platforms to women through innovative schemes and networking
opportunities. Through its various programmes and projects focused on entrepreneurship & skill
development, EDII has sought to enhance the incidence of women-owned enterprises. According to
the largest survey on entrepreneurship, the Global Entrepreneurship Monitor Survey for 2021 -2022,
among female adults, Total Early Stage Entrepreneurship Activities have increased significantly as
12.3% of the total female population are engaged in entrepreneurship as compared to 16.3% of the
male. The male-female difference still exists and needs to be worked on to improve female
representation in the overall of Total Early Stage Entrepreneurship Activities country. | am happy
that several efforts are being put in place to encourage women to step to the forefront.”

Guest of Honour, Dr. Pankaj Mittal, Secretary General, Association of Indian Universities, said, “
Women do step out with big dreams but as they progress towards the top, their participation and
representation decreases glaringly. Women should refrain from creating an invisible glass ceiling of
contentment and continue to rise. Society also needs to stop stereotyping women and give them a
more warm welcome for bigger, unconventional roles. Women need to hold hands of other women
and encourage each other on the way.”

In his address, Mr. Romit Sen, Sr. Vice President, of Corporate Sustainability, HSBC India said,
“Skill development has really played a big role in bringing women to the forefront. Along with
women, society as a whole also needs to be sensitized so that there is an encouraging systemic
change. HSBC’s HMI project has focused on skilling women and empowering them by ensuring
sustainable livelihood options for them. Today these trained women beneficiaries are financially
independent and are in a much better place to think creatively and implement winning business
strategies for growth.

Ms. Mona Khandar, Principal Secretary, Finance Dept ( Economic Affairs) , Govt. of Gujarat, «
Gujarat has a significant presence of MSMEs and women play a major role in this. There are some
immensely progressive government schemes and subsidies to encourage women to become
entrepreneurs. Women-led startups are coming up now in various promising domains, and | see a
future where women will establish their strong identities in the sphere of entrepreneurship.”

Dr. Rachana Gemavat, Chairperson, FICCI FLO Ahmedabad said, “We as a society need to support
women in breaking barriers and handhold them in donning the role of enablers. This will lead to
significant growth for the economy. A conducive support system that instills confidence in women
and encourages them to rise above the fear of failure will work wonders on helping women rise and
shine.”

The inauguration was followed by a panel discussion with esteemed panelists focused on
understanding the gaps in the ecosystem for women empowerment and entrepreneurship, and
deliberating on the ways of plugging gaps.

As part of the conclave, an exhibition by EDII-trained women entrepreneurs was also organised.
Women entrepreneurs under EDII’s Centre for Empowerment of Differently-Abled (CEDA),
Handmade in India (HMI) project, Hastkala Setu Yojana, and Centre for Advancing and Launching
Enterprises (CrAdLE) displayed their craft and products at the exhibition.
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Women Must Learn To Take Calculated Risks To Become
Successful Entrepreneurs, Says Rekha Sharma, Chairperson,
NCW

By India Education Diary Bureau Admin On Mar 6, 2023

To mark the International Women’s Day, the Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India
(EDII) organised a “Women in Leadership Conclave’ at its campus on 6th March 2023. The
conclave was inaugurated by Smt Rekha Sharma, Chairperson, National Commission for Women
(NCW) as the chief guest in the presence of Guest of Honour Dr. Pankaj Mittal, Secretary General,
Association of Indian Universities, Special Guests, Ms. Mona Khandar, Principal Secretary, Finance
Dept ( Economic Affairs) , Govt. of Gujarat, Mr. Romit Sen, Vice President, Corporate
Sustainability, HSBC India, & Dr. Rachana Gemawat, Chairperson, FICCI FLO, and Dr Sunil
Shukla, Director General, EDII.

Addressing women entrepreneurs, students, and academicians as well as experts from different
sectors, Smt Rekha Sharma in her inaugural speech said, “There has been a growing awareness
about raising the social and economic status of women in society with an increased focus on
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education, training, and handholding. This is a great development as women continue to remain
underrepresented on almost every platform that requires them to wield power and decision-making
authority. We want more and more women to come to the fore and break stereotypes and barriers
that hinder growth. We all want to witness an inclusive and equitable society. We need to make
space for women who have for long been subjugated to stereotypes and highly typical roles and, we
can achieve this by encouraging women to take calculated risks, become economically independent,

focus on business networking, and avoid crumbling under peer pressure.”

Dr. Shukla in his opening remarks said, “The economy can experience balanced growth only when
women are encouraged to nurture their creativity and spirit of innovation. It is great to see how New
India is providing winning platforms to women through innovative schemes and networking
opportunities. Through its various programmes and projects focused on entrepreneurship & skill
development, EDII has sought to enhance the incidence of women-owned enterprises. According to
the largest survey on entrepreneurship, the Global Entrepreneurship Monitor Survey for 2021 -2022,
among female adults, Total Early Stage Entrepreneurship Activities have increased significantly as
12.3% of the total female population are engaged in entrepreneurship as compared to 16.3% of the
male. The male-female difference still exists and needs to be worked on to improve female
representation in the overall of Total Early Stage Entrepreneurship Activities country. | am happy

that several efforts are being put in place to encourage women to step to the forefront.”

Guest of Honour, Dr. Pankaj Mittal, Secretary General, Association of Indian Universities, said, “
Women do step out with big dreams but as they progress towards the top, their participation and
representation decreases glaringly. Women should refrain from creating an invisible glass ceiling of
contentment and continue to rise. Society also needs to stop stereotyping women and give them a
more warm welcome for bigger, unconventional roles. Women need to hold hands of other women

and encourage each other on the way.”

In his address, Mr. Romit Sen, Sr. Vice President, of Corporate Sustainability, HSBC India said,
“Skill development has really played a big role in bringing women to the forefront. Along with
women, society as a whole also needs to be sensitized so that there is an encouraging systemic
change. HSBC’s HMI project has focused on skilling women and empowering them by ensuring
sustainable livelihood options for them. Today these trained women beneficiaries are financially
independent and are in a much better place to think creatively and implement winning business
strategies for growth.

Ms. Mona Khandar, Principal Secretary, Finance Dept ( Economic Affairs) , Govt. of Gujarat,
Guijarat has a significant presence of MSMEs and women play a major role in this. There are some
immensely progressive government schemes and subsidies to encourage women to become



entrepreneurs. Women-led startups are coming up now in various promising domains, and | see a

future where women will establish their strong identities in the sphere of entrepreneurship.”

Dr. Rachana Gemavat, Chairperson, FICCI FLO Ahmedabad said, “We as a society need to support
women in breaking barriers and handhold them in donning the role of enablers. This will lead to
significant growth for the economy. A conducive support system that instills confidence in women
and encourages them to rise above the fear of failure will work wonders on helping women rise and

shine.”

The inauguration was followed by a panel discussion with esteemed panelists focused on
understanding the gaps in the ecosystem for women empowerment and entrepreneurship, and
deliberating on the ways of plugging gaps.

As part of the conclave, an exhibition by EDII-trained women entrepreneurs was also organised.
Women entrepreneurs under EDII’s Centre for Empowerment of Differently-Abled (CEDA),
Handmade in India (HMI) project, Hastkala Setu Yojana, and Centre for Advancing and Launching
Enterprises (CrAdLE) displayed their craft and products at the exhibition.
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Some women's panel chiefs just doing
'political work', says NCW chairperson

National Commission for Women chairperson Rekha Sharma on Monday
claimed the heads of some of the state-level womens commissions were
only doing political work to further their careers instead of the
responsibility they are entrusted with.She also advised women to be
economically independent and empowered, which was more important
than marriage.Talking to reporters on the sidelines of Women in
Leadership Conclave organised by Entrepreneurship Development
Institute of India EDII at its campus in Gandhinagars Bhat village, she
said, Some heads of state women commissions are good.
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National Commission for Women chairperson Rekha Sharma on
Monday claimed the heads of some of the state-level women's
commissions were only doing "political work" to further their careers
instead of the responsibility they are entrusted with.

She also advised women to be economically independent and
empowered, which was more important than marriage.

Talking to reporters on the sidelines of 'Women in Leadership Conclave
organised by Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) at
its campus in Gandhinagar's Bhat village, she said, "Some heads (of
state women commissions) are good. They are active. Some are doing
only political work. They are just there to enhance their own careers."
Speaking on the performance of Gujarat State Commission for Women,
she said, "Till it had a chairperson, it was doing good. But, for the last
few months, there is no chairperson and no members." Leelaben
Ankoliya had resigned from the post of chairperson of Gujarat State
Commission for Women in January last year.

Sharma also said the NCW was preparing a policy framework to
rehabilitate women facing domestic violence and currently living in
shelter homes. The aim was to ensure women go out and start living
positive lives on their own rather than continuing to stay in shelter
homes, she said.

Earlier, speaking at the conclave, Sharma said women must dream big
and learn to take risks to achieve success in their professional lives.

While the family of a man will help him start a business etc, they will
question a woman if she expresses the same desire.

"Family members will ask the girl what if your husband refuses to repay
the loan after your marriage and what if he doesn't agree. Don't marry
that person who won't agree with you (on these issues). Marriage is not
important,” Sharma said.

"You need to be economically independent, that is important. | stress on
this. Every girl should be economically empowered," she asserted.



The NCW has signed an MoU with EDII to conduct programmes to
empower women through entrepreneurship and other aspects, she
added.



Jai Hind
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