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Some women's panel chiefs just doing 'political work', 

says NCW chairperson 
Updated: Mar 6 2023 4:36PM 

 
Gandhinagar, Mar 6 (PTI) National Commission for Women chairperson Rekha Sharma on Monday 

claimed the heads of some of the state-level women's commissions were only doing "political work" 
to further their careers instead of the responsibility they are entrusted with. 

She also advised women to be economically independent and empowered, which was more 
important than marriage. 

Talking to reporters on the sidelines of 'Women in Leadership Conclave' organised by 

Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) at its campus in Gandhinagar's Bhat village, 

she said, "Some heads (of state women commissions) are good. They are active. Some are doing 

only political work. They are just there to enhance their own careers." Speaking on the performance 

of Gujarat State Commission for Women, she said, "Till it had a chairperson, it was doing good. 

But, for the last few months, there is no chairperson and no members." Leelaben Ankoliya had 
resigned from the post of chairperson of Gujarat State Commission for Women in January last year. 

Sharma also said the NCW was preparing a policy framework to rehabilitate women facing domestic 

violence and currently living in shelter homes. The aim was to ensure women go out and start living 
positive lives on their own rather than continuing to stay in shelter homes, she said.  

Earlier, speaking at the conclave, Sharma said women must dream big and learn to take risks to 
achieve success in their professional lives.  

While the family of a man will help him start a business etc, they will question a woman if she 
expresses the same desire.  

"Family members will ask the girl what if your husband refuses to repay the loan after your marriage 

and what if he doesn't agree. Don't marry that person who won't agree with you (on these issues). 
Marriage is not important," Sharma said.  

"You need to be economically independent, that is important. I stress on this. Every girl should be 
economically empowered," she asserted.  

The NCW has signed an MoU with EDII to conduct programmes to empower women through 
entrepreneurship and other aspects, she added. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ptinews.com/news/national/some-womens-panel-chiefs-just-doing-political-work-says-ncw-chairperson/526268.html
https://www.ptinews.com/news/national/some-womens-panel-chiefs-just-doing-political-work-says-ncw-chairperson/526268.html


 
 

 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/some-heads-just-do-political-work-ncw-chief-
rekha-sharma/articleshow/98464078.cms 
 

 

 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/some-heads-just-do-political-work-ncw-chief-rekha-sharma/articleshow/98464078.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/some-heads-just-do-political-work-ncw-chief-rekha-sharma/articleshow/98464078.cms


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/ahmedabad/economic-independence-is-important-not-
marriage-ncw-chief-rekha-sharma-8482947/ 
 

 

 

 

  

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/ahmedabad/economic-independence-is-important-not-marriage-ncw-chief-rekha-sharma-8482947/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/ahmedabad/economic-independence-is-important-not-marriage-ncw-chief-rekha-sharma-8482947/


 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
https://theprint.in/india/some-womens-panel-chiefs-just-doing-political-work-says-ncw-
chairperson/1422324/ 
 
Some women’s panel chiefs just doing ‘political work’, says NCW chairperson 
 
PTI 
6 March, 2023 05:00 pm IST 
 
Gandhinagar, Mar 6 (PTI) National Commission for Women chairperson Rekha Sharma on Monday 
claimed the heads of some of the state-level women’s commissions were only doing “political work” to 
further their careers instead of the responsibility they are entrusted with. 
 
She also advised women to be economically independent and empowered, which was more important 
than marriage. 
 
Talking to reporters on the sidelines of ‘Women in Leadership Conclave’ organised by Entrepreneurship 
Development Institute of India (EDII) at its campus in Gandhinagar’s Bhat village, she said, “Some heads 
(of state women commissions) are good. They are active. Some are doing only political work. They are 
just there to enhance their own careers.” Speaking on the performance of Gujarat State Commission for 
Women, she said, “Till it had a chairperson, it was doing good. But, for the last few months, there is no 
chairperson and no members.” Leelaben Ankoliya had resigned from the post of chairperson of Gujarat 
State Commission for Women in January last year. 
 
Sharma also said the NCW was preparing a policy framework to rehabilitate women facing domestic 
violence and currently living in shelter homes. The aim was to ensure women go out and start living 
positive lives on their own rather than continuing to stay in shelter homes, she said. 
 
Earlier, speaking at the conclave, Sharma said women must dream big and learn to take risks to achieve 
success in their professional lives. 
 
While the family of a man will help him start a business etc, they will question a woman if she expresses 
the same desire. 
 
“Family members will ask the girl what if your husband refuses to repay the loan after your marriage 
and what if he doesn’t agree. Don’t marry that person who won’t agree with you (on these issues). 
Marriage is not important,” Sharma said. 
 
“You need to be economically independent, that is important. I stress on this. Every girl should be 
economically empowered,” she asserted. 
 
The NCW has signed an MoU with EDII to conduct programmes to empower women through 
entrepreneurship and other aspects, she added. PTI PJT PD BNM BNM 
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Gandhinagar, Mar 6 (PTI) National Commission for Women chairperson Rekha Sharma on Monday 
claimed the heads of some of the state-level women’s commissions were only doing “political work” to 
further their careers instead of the responsibility they are entrusted with. 
 
She also advised women to be economically independent and empowered, which was more important 
than marriage. 
 
Talking to reporters on the sidelines of ‘Women in Leadership Conclave’ organised by Entrepreneurship 
Development Institute of India (EDII) at its campus in Gandhinagar’s Bhat village, she said, “Some heads 
(of state women commissions) are good. They are active. Some are doing only political work. They are 
just there to enhance their own careers.” Speaking on the performance of Gujarat State Commission for 
Women, she said, “Till it had a chairperson, it was doing good. But, for the last few months, there is no 
chairperson and no members.” Leelaben Ankoliya had resigned from the post of chairperson of Gujarat 
State Commission for Women in January last year. 
 
Sharma also said the NCW was preparing a policy framework to rehabilitate women facing domestic 
violence and currently living in shelter homes. The aim was to ensure women go out and start living 
positive lives on their own rather than continuing to stay in shelter homes, she said. 
 
Earlier, speaking at the conclave, Sharma said women must dream big and learn to take risks to achieve 
success in their professional lives. 
 
While the family of a man will help him start a business etc, they will question a woman if she expresses 
the same desire. 
 
“Family members will ask the girl what if your husband refuses to repay the loan after your marriage 
and what if he doesn’t agree. Don’t marry that person who won’t agree with you (on these issues). 
Marriage is not important,” Sharma said. 
 
“You need to be economically independent, that is important. I stress on this. Every girl should be 
economically empowered,” she asserted. 
 
The NCW has signed an MoU with EDII to conduct programmes to empower women through 
entrepreneurship and other aspects, she added. PTI PJT PD BNM BNM 
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મહિલાઓએ ઉદ્યોગસાિહસકો બનવા 

જોખમો લેવાાં પડશેેઃ રખેા શમાા 
March 6, 2023 

         ‘ ાં રરા     મહિલા હ વસ’ન  ઉજવ   કરવા  ાં રહ   ોરહશપ ડેવલપમે    હ       

ઓફ  હ ડ ા ( ડ      -EDII)એ 6 મા ા, 2023એના કે પસમાાં ‘વ મેન  ન લ ડરહશપ 

કો  લેવ’ન ાં   ોજન ક    િ  ાં.   કો  લેવન ાં ઉ  ા ન   ફ ગે   (મ     હ હ ) રા     મહિલા પાં  

(NCW)નાાં  ેરપસાન રખેા શમાાએ ક    િ  ાં.    સાંગે ગે   ઓફ ઓનર, એસોહસ ેશન ઓફ  હ ડ ન 

  હનવસા   ના સે ે ર  જનરલ ડો. પાંકજ હમ લ, ગ જરા  સરકારના ના ાાં હવ ાગ ( હ ાક 

બાબ ો)નાાં હ હ સપલ સે ે ર  મોના ખાં ાર, HSBC  હ ડ ાના કોપ ર ે સ  ેનેહબહલ  નાાં વા સ 

 ેહસડ   રોહમ  સેન  ને હફ   એફએલઓનાાં  ેરપસાન ડો. ર ના ગેમાવ    ા EDIIના હડર ે ર 

જનરલ ડો. સ ન લ શ  લા ઉપહ    ર ાાં િ ાાં. 

 

મહિલા ઉદ્યોગસાિહસકો, હવદ્યા  ઓ  ને હશ ાહવ ો  ેમ જ હવહવ   ે ોમાાં   હન  ા ોને સાંબો ન 

કર ાાં  ેમ  ેઉ  ા ન સાંબો નમાાં ક  ાં િ  ાં કે સમાજમાાં મહિલાઓન  સામાહજક  ને  હ ાક હ  હ ન ે

સ  ારવા  ગ હ  લાવવાન  જ ર  ે, જમેાાં હશ  ,  ાલ મ  ને સા સિકાર કે મ   પર વ ાર ે  ાન 
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કેહ    કરવાન  જ ર  ે.  મ ેવ   ને વ   મહિલાઓ  ગળ  વે  ને  ેમન  પરાંપરાગ  

  હમકાઓમાાં   બિાર  વે  ેમ જ  ેમન  વ હ  મા ે મ  કેલ પ  વરો ો   ર કર ેએવ ાં     એ   એ. 

ડો. શ  લાએ  ેમન   ારાંહ ક હ  પ  ઓમાાં ક  ાં િ  ાં કે  ાર ેમહિલાઓને  ેમન  ર ના ક ા  ને 

નવ ન ાને ખ લાવવા મા ે  ો સાિન  પવામાાં  વે  ે,   ાર ે  ા ાં  સાં  હલ  વ હ   ન  વ  શકે 

 ે.ગે   ઓફ ઓનર, એસોહસ ેશન ઓફ  હ ડ ન   હનવહસા   ના સે ે ર  જનરલ ડો. પાંકજ હમ લ ે

ક  ાં િ  ાં કે મહિલાઓ મો ાાં  વ  ો લ ને બિાર ન કળે  ે, પરાં   જમે-જમે  ેઓ  ો ના મ કામ  રફ 

 ગળ વ ે  ે,  ેમ  ેમ  ેમન   ાગ  ાર   ને  હ હનહ  વમાાં નોાં પા    ાડો  ા   ે.

 

 ાર  સરકારના ના ાાં હવ ાગ ( હ ાક બાબ ો)નાાં હ હ સપલ સે ે ર  મોના ખાં ાર ેક  ાં િ  ાં કે 

ગ જરા  MSME  ે માાં મિ વપ  ા કામગ ર   રાવે  ે  ને    ે માાં મહિલાઓ  ાવ  પ   હમકા 

 જવ  રિ   ે. 

  કો  લેવના  ાગ પ ેEDIIએ  ાલ મ  પેલ  મહિલા ઉદ્યોગસાિહસકો  ારા એક   શાનન ાં 

  ોજન પ     ાં િ  ાં. EDIIના સે  ર ફોર એ પાવરમ ે  ઓફ હડફર  લ -એબ ડ (CEDA), િે ડમેડ 

 ન  હ ડ ા (HMI)  ોજ ે , િ  કલા સે    ોજના  ને સે  ર ફોર એડવાહ સાંગ એ ડ લોાંહ ાંગ 

એ  ર ા   સ ( ેડલ)  ાં ગા  મહિલા ઉદ્યોગસાિહસકોએ સે  ર ફોર એડવાહ સાંગ એ ડ લોાંહ ાંગ 

એ  ર ા   સ ( ેડલ)  ાં ગા  મહિલા ઉદ્યોગસાિહસકોએ   શાનમાાં  ેમન  કળા  ને ઉ પા ન 

  હશા  ક ા  િ ાાં. 
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 ાં રરા     મહિલા હ વસન  ઉજવ   કરવા  ાં રહ   ોરહશપ ડેવલપમે    હ       

ઓફ  હ ડ ા ( ડ     )એ 6 મા ા, 2023ના રોજ એના કે પસમાાં ‘હવમેન  ન 

લ ડરહશપ કો  લેવ’ન ાં   ોજન ક    િ  ાં. 

 

મહિલા હ વસન   મ ાવા માાં ઉજવ   

8 મા ાના રોજ  ાં રરા     મહિલા હ વસે  ે, પ   ેન   જવ   િમ ા   જ શ     ગ  

 ે.         સહિ  ગ જરા ના  લગ  લગ શિેરોમાાં મહિલા હ વસન   જવ   કરવામાાં  વ  

રિ   ે.  મ ાવા ના જ  ા જ  ા હવ  ારમાાં જ    જ    સાં  ાઓ  ારા સમાજન  મિેન   મહિલાઓન ાં 

સ માન કરવામાાં  વ  ર  ાં  ે. સમાજમાાં કાં ક  લગ જ કા ા કર   ઉ ક   નાર ના સ માન સમારોિ, 

એવોડા  એના   કા ા મોન ાં   ોજન    ર  ાં  ે.  ે બ ા વ  ે  મ ાવા ના એક હવ  ારમાાં િાઉસ 

ક હપાંગ   ાફન  મહિલાઓ સા ે  જવ   કરવામાાં  વ  િ  . 
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Women must learn to take calculated 

risks to become successful 

entrepreneurs, says Rekha Sharma, 

Chairperson, NCW 
By 

 Passionate in Marketing 

March 6, 2023 

Women must learn to take calculated risks to become successful entrepreneurs, 

says Rekha Sharma, Chairperson, NCW 
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Monday, March 6, 2023: To mark the International Women’s Day, the 

Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) organised a ‘Women in 

Leadership Conclave’ at its campus on 6th March 2023. The conclave was 

inaugurated by Smt Rekha Sharma, Chairperson, National Commission for 

Women (NCW) as the chief guest in the presence of Guest of Honour Dr. 

Pankaj Mittal, Secretary General, Association of Indian Universities, Special 

Guests, Ms. Mona Khandar, Principal Secretary, Finance Dept ( Economic 

Affairs) , Govt. of Gujarat, Mr. Romit Sen, Vice President, Corporate 

Sustainability, HSBC India, & Dr. Rachana Gemawat, Chairperson, FICCI FLO, 

and Dr Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII. 

Addressing women entrepreneurs, students, and academicians as well as 

experts from different sectors, Smt Rekha Sharma in her inaugural speech said, 

“There has been a growing awareness about raising the social and economic 

status of women in society with an increased focus on education, training, and 

handholding. This is a great development as women continue to remain 

underrepresented on almost every platform that requires them to wield power 

and decision-making authority. We want more and more women to come to the 

fore and break stereotypes and barriers that hinder growth. We all want to 

witness an inclusive and equitable society. We need to make space for women 

who have for long been subjugated to stereotypes and highly typical roles and, 

we can achieve this byencouraging women to take calculated risks, become 

economically independent, focus on business networking, and avoid crumbling 

under peer pressure.” 

Dr. Shukla in his opening remarks said, “The economy can experience balanced 

growth only when women are encouraged to nurture their creativity and spirit 

of innovation. It is great to see how New India is providing winning platforms to 

women through innovative schemes and networking opportunities. Through its 

various programmes and projects focused on entrepreneurship & skill 

development, EDII has sought to enhance the incidence of women-owned 

enterprises. According to the largest survey on entrepreneurship, the Global 

Entrepreneurship Monitor Survey for 2021 -2022, among female adults, Total 

Early Stage Entrepreneurship Activities have increased significantly as 12.3% of 

the total female population are engaged in entrepreneurship as compared to 



 
 

16.3% of the male. The male-female difference still exists and needs to be 

worked on to improve female representation in the overall of Total Early Stage 

Entrepreneurship Activities country. I am happy that several efforts are being 

put in place to encourage women to step to the forefront.” 

Guest of Honour, Dr. Pankaj Mittal, Secretary General, Association of Indian 

Universities, said, “ Women do step out with big dreams but as they progress 

towards the top, their participation and representation decreases glaringly. 

Women should refrain from creating an invisible glass ceiling of contentment 

and continue to rise. Society also needs to stop stereotyping women and give 

them a more warm welcome for bigger, unconventional roles. Women need to 

hold hands of other women and encourage each other on the way.” 

In his address, Mr. Romit Sen, Sr. Vice President, of Corporate Sustainability, 

HSBC India said, “Skill development has really played a big role in bringing 

women to the forefront. Along with women, society as a whole also needs to be 

sensitized so that there is an encouraging systemic change. HSBC’s HMI project 

has focused on skilling women and empowering them by ensuring sustainable 

livelihood options for them. Today these trained women beneficiaries are 

financially independent and are in a much better place to think creatively and 

implement winning business strategies for growth.  

Ms. Mona Khandar, Principal Secretary, Finance Dept ( Economic Affairs) , 

Govt. of Gujarat, “ Gujarat has a significant presence of MSMEs and women 

play a major role in this. There are some immensely progressive government 

schemes and subsidies to encourage women to become entrepreneurs. 

Women-led startups are coming up now in various promising domains, and I 

see a future where women will establish their strong identities in the sphere of 

entrepreneurship.” 

Dr. Rachana Gemavat, Chairperson, FICCI FLO Ahmedabad said, “We as a 

society need to support women in breaking barriers and handhold them in 

donning the role of enablers. This will lead to significant growth for the 

economy. A conducive support system that instills confidence in women and 



 
 

encourages them to rise above the fear of failure will work wonders on helping 

women rise and shine.” 

The inauguration was followed by a panel discussion with esteemed panelists 

focused on understanding the gaps in the ecosystem for women empowerment 

and entrepreneurship, and deliberating on the ways of plugging gaps.  

As part of the conclave, an exhibition by EDII-trained women entrepreneurs 

was also organised. Women entrepreneurs under EDII’s Centre for 

Empowerment of Differently-Abled (CEDA), Handmade in India (HMI) project, 

Hastkala Setu Yojana, and Centre for Advancing and Launching Enterprises 

(CrAdLE) displayed their craft and products at the exhibition. 
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To mark the International Women’s Day, the Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India 

(EDII) organised a ‘Women in Leadership Conclave’ at its campus on 6th March 2023. The 

conclave was inaugurated by Smt Rekha Sharma, Chairperson, National Commission for Women 

(NCW) as the chief guest in the presence of Guest of Honour Dr. Pankaj Mittal, Secretary General, 

Association of Indian Universities, Special Guests, Ms. Mona Khandar, Principal Secretary, Finance 

Dept ( Economic Affairs) , Govt. of Gujarat, Mr. Romit Sen, Vice President, Corporate 

Sustainability, HSBC India, & Dr. Rachana Gemawat, Chairperson, FICCI FLO, and Dr Sunil 

Shukla, Director General, EDII. 

Addressing women entrepreneurs, students, and academicians as well as experts from different 

sectors, Smt Rekha Sharma in her inaugural speech said, “There has been a growing awareness 

about raising the social and economic status of women in society with an increased focus on 

education, training, and handholding. This is a great development as women continue to remain 

underrepresented on almost every platform that requires them to wield power and decision-making 

authority. We want more and more women to come to the fore and break stereotypes and barriers 
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that hinder growth. We all want to witness an inclusive and equitable society. We need to make 

space for women who have for long been subjugated to stereotypes and highly typical roles and, we 

can achieve this by encouraging women to take calculated risks, become economically independent, 

focus on business networking, and avoid crumbling under peer pressure.” 

Dr. Shukla in his opening remarks said, “The economy can experience balanced growth only when 

women are encouraged to nurture their creativity and spirit of innovation. It is great to see how New 

India is providing winning platforms to women through innovative schemes and networking 

opportunities. Through its various programmes and projects focused on entrepreneurship & skill 

development, EDII has sought to enhance the incidence of women-owned enterprises. According to 

the largest survey on entrepreneurship, the Global Entrepreneurship Monitor Survey for 2021 -2022, 

among female adults, Total Early Stage Entrepreneurship Activities have increased significantly as 

12.3% of the total female population are engaged in entrepreneurship as compared to 16.3% of the 

male. The male-female difference still exists and needs to be worked on to improve female 

representation in the overall of Total Early Stage Entrepreneurship Activities country. I am happy 

that several efforts are being put in place to encourage women to step to the forefront.” 

Guest of Honour, Dr. Pankaj Mittal, Secretary General, Association of Indian Universities, said, “ 

Women do step out with big dreams but as they progress towards the top, their participation and 

representation decreases glaringly. Women should refrain from creating an invisible glass ceiling of 

contentment and continue to rise. Society also needs to stop stereotyping women and give them a 

more warm welcome for bigger, unconventional roles. Women need to hold hands of other women 

and encourage each other on the way.” 

In his address, Mr. Romit Sen, Sr. Vice President, of Corporate Sustainability, HSBC India said, 

“Skill development has really played a big role in bringing women to the forefront. Along with 

women, society as a whole also needs to be sensitized so that there is an encouraging systemic 

change. HSBC’s HMI project has focused on skilling women and empowering them by ensuring 

sustainable livelihood options for them. Today these trained women beneficiaries are financially 

independent and are in a much better place to think creatively and implement winning business 

strategies for growth. 

Ms. Mona Khandar, Principal Secretary, Finance Dept ( Economic Affairs) , Govt. of Gujarat, “ 

Gujarat has a significant presence of MSMEs and women play a major role in this. There are some 

immensely progressive government schemes and subsidies to encourage women to become 

entrepreneurs. Women-led startups are coming up now in various promising domains, and I see a 

future where women will establish their strong identities in the sphere of entrepreneurship.” 

Dr. Rachana Gemavat, Chairperson, FICCI FLO Ahmedabad said, “We as a society need to support 

women in breaking barriers and handhold them in donning the role of enablers. This will lead to 

significant growth for the economy. A conducive support system that instills confidence in women 

and encourages them to rise above the fear of failure will work wonders on helping women rise and 

shine.” 

The inauguration was followed by a panel discussion with esteemed panelists focused on 

understanding the gaps in the ecosystem for women empowerment and entrepreneurship, and 

deliberating on the ways of plugging gaps. 

As part of the conclave, an exhibition by EDII-trained women entrepreneurs was also organised. 

Women entrepreneurs under EDII’s Centre for Empowerment of Differently-Abled (CEDA), 

Handmade in India (HMI) project, Hastkala Setu Yojana, and Centre for Advancing and Launching 

Enterprises (CrAdLE) displayed their craft and products at the exhibition. 
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 To mark the International Women’s Day, the Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India 

(EDII) organised a ‘Women in Leadership Conclave’ at its campus on 6th March 2023. The 

conclave was inaugurated by Smt Rekha Sharma, Chairperson, National Commission for Women 

(NCW) as the chief guest in the presence of Guest of Honour Dr. Pankaj Mittal, Secretary General, 

Association of Indian Universities, Special Guests, Ms. Mona Khandar, Principal Secretary, Finance 

Dept ( Economic Affairs) , Govt. of Gujarat, Mr. Romit Sen, Vice President, Corporate 

Sustainability, HSBC India, & Dr. Rachana Gemawat, Chairperson, FICCI FLO, and Dr Sunil 

Shukla, Director General, EDII. 

Addressing women entrepreneurs, students, and academicians as well as experts from different 

sectors, Smt Rekha Sharma in her inaugural speech said, “There has been a growing awareness 

about raising the social and economic status of women in society with an increased focus on 
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education, training, and handholding. This is a great development as women continue to remain 

underrepresented on almost every platform that requires them to wield power and decision-making 

authority. We want more and more women to come to the fore and break stereotypes and barriers 

that hinder growth. We all want to witness an inclusive and equitable society. We need to make 

space for women who have for long been subjugated to stereotypes and highly typical roles and, we 

can achieve this by encouraging women to take calculated risks, become economically independent, 

focus on business networking, and avoid crumbling under peer pressure.” 

Dr. Shukla in his opening remarks said, “The economy can experience balanced growth only when 

women are encouraged to nurture their creativity and spirit of innovation. It is great to see how New 

India is providing winning platforms to women through innovative schemes and networking 

opportunities. Through its various programmes and projects focused on entrepreneurship & skill 

development, EDII has sought to enhance the incidence of women-owned enterprises. According to 

the largest survey on entrepreneurship, the Global Entrepreneurship Monitor Survey for 2021 -2022, 

among female adults, Total Early Stage Entrepreneurship Activities have increased significantly as 

12.3% of the total female population are engaged in entrepreneurship as compared to 16.3% of the 

male. The male-female difference still exists and needs to be worked on to improve female 

representation in the overall of Total Early Stage Entrepreneurship Activities country. I am happy 

that several efforts are being put in place to encourage women to step to the forefront.” 

Guest of Honour, Dr. Pankaj Mittal, Secretary General, Association of Indian Universities, said, “ 

Women do step out with big dreams but as they progress towards the top, their participation and 

representation decreases glaringly. Women should refrain from creating an invisible glass ceiling of 

contentment and continue to rise. Society also needs to stop stereotyping women and give them a 

more warm welcome for bigger, unconventional roles. Women need to hold hands of other women 

and encourage each other on the way.” 

In his address, Mr. Romit Sen, Sr. Vice President, of Corporate Sustainability, HSBC India said, 

“Skill development has really played a big role in bringing women to the forefront. Along with 

women, society as a whole also needs to be sensitized so that there is an encouraging systemic 

change. HSBC’s HMI project has focused on skilling women and empowering them by ensuring 

sustainable livelihood options for them. Today these trained women beneficiaries are financially 

independent and are in a much better place to think creatively and implement winning business 

strategies for growth. 

Ms. Mona Khandar, Principal Secretary, Finance Dept ( Economic Affairs) , Govt. of Gujarat, “ 

Gujarat has a significant presence of MSMEs and women play a major role in this. There are some 

immensely progressive government schemes and subsidies to encourage women to become 



 
 

entrepreneurs. Women-led startups are coming up now in various promising domains, and I see a 

future where women will establish their strong identities in the sphere of entrepreneurship.” 

Dr. Rachana Gemavat, Chairperson, FICCI FLO Ahmedabad said, “We as a society need to support 

women in breaking barriers and handhold them in donning the role of enablers. This will lead to 

significant growth for the economy. A conducive support system that instills confidence in women 

and encourages them to rise above the fear of failure will work wonders on helping women rise and 

shine.” 

The inauguration was followed by a panel discussion with esteemed panelists focused on 

understanding the gaps in the ecosystem for women empowerment and entrepreneurship, and 

deliberating on the ways of plugging gaps. 

As part of the conclave, an exhibition by EDII-trained women entrepreneurs was also organised. 

Women entrepreneurs under EDII’s Centre for Empowerment of Differently-Abled (CEDA), 

Handmade in India (HMI) project, Hastkala Setu Yojana, and Centre for Advancing and Launching 

Enterprises (CrAdLE) displayed their craft and products at the exhibition. 
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National Commission for Women chairperson Rekha Sharma on Monday 

claimed the heads of some of the state-level womens commissions were 

only doing political work to further their careers instead of the 

responsibility they are entrusted with.She also advised women to be 

economically independent and empowered, which was more important 

than marriage.Talking to reporters on the sidelines of Women in 

Leadership Conclave organised by Entrepreneurship Development 

Institute of India EDII at its campus in Gandhinagars Bhat village, she 

said, Some heads of state women commissions are good. 
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National Commission for Women chairperson Rekha Sharma on 

Monday claimed the heads of some of the state-level women's 

commissions were only doing ''political work'' to further their careers 

instead of the responsibility they are entrusted with. 

She also advised women to be economically independent and 

empowered, which was more important than marriage. 

Talking to reporters on the sidelines of 'Women in Leadership Conclave' 

organised by Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) at 

its campus in Gandhinagar's Bhat village, she said, ''Some heads (of 

state women commissions) are good. They are active. Some are doing 

only political work. They are just there to enhance their own careers.'' 

Speaking on the performance of Gujarat State Commission for Women, 

she said, ''Till it had a chairperson, it was doing good. But, for the last 

few months, there is no chairperson and no members.'' Leelaben 

Ankoliya had resigned from the post of chairperson of Gujarat State 

Commission for Women in January last year. 

Sharma also said the NCW was preparing a policy framework to 

rehabilitate women facing domestic violence and currently living in 

shelter homes. The aim was to ensure women go out and start living 

positive lives on their own rather than continuing to stay in shelter 

homes, she said. 

Earlier, speaking at the conclave, Sharma said women must dream big 

and learn to take risks to achieve success in their professional lives. 

While the family of a man will help him start a business etc, they will 

question a woman if she expresses the same desire. 

''Family members will ask the girl what if your husband refuses to repay 

the loan after your marriage and what if he doesn't agree. Don't marry 

that person who won't agree with you (on these issues). Marriage is not 

important,'' Sharma said. 

''You need to be economically independent, that is important. I stress on 

this. Every girl should be economically empowered,'' she asserted. 



 
 

The NCW has signed an MoU with EDII to conduct programmes to 

empower women through entrepreneurship and other aspects, she 

added. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

Jai Hind 
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