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Participants group photo with Bhutan Flag (alongwith Director General, Course
Director and ITEC Programme Coordinator)

Participants after completion of Valedictory Ceremony




Youths from Bhutan get oriented to
New Enterprise Creation

44

It is truly heartening to witness the global recognition of entrepreneurship as a potent
catalyst for advancement. The Bhutanese participants in the New Enterprise Creation pro-
gramme exhibited genuine enthusiasm towards acquiring knowledge and translating it
into action. Their profound alignment with the programme's objectives was evident in their
receptive learning attitude. I am confident that Bhutan is prepared to embrace a surge of
sustainable enterprises in the near future.

This joint initiative by Government of India and Royal Government of Bhutan has effectively
sparked fresh perspectives and instilled inquisitiveness among aspiring minds. The youth
of Bhutan now possess a refined collection of tools and methodologies, empowering them
to lead the charge in creating novel enterprises. Moreover, they are well-equipped to foster
the growth of existing small-scale ventures, thereby augmenting the endeavours of policy-
makers and strategists in propelling the economic development of their nation. I am proud
that EDII could be a part of this initiative, contributing to the cultivation of entrepreneurial

spirit and the nurturing of innovative endeavours in Bhutan.

Bhutan, a picturesque country with a high
happiness index, depends primarily on
small businesses and cottage industries.
Given the availability of natural resourc-
es and emphasis on entrepreneurship, the
Royal Government of Bhutan has particu-
larly started placing an accent on instilling
entrepreneurial competencies and skills
among the youths of Bhutan.

‘A paramount objective of the Bhutanese
Government is to elevate enterprise cre-
ation rates, cultivate essential skills, and
amplify economic efficiencies. This en-
deavour centres on harnessing the vibrant
spirit and commitment of the nation's
youth by instilling them with entrepre-
neurial acumen and knowledge.

The need for nurturing the entrepreneurial
ecosystem is more pertinent now because

)

- Dr. Sunil Shukla
(Director General, EDII)

the COVID-19 pandemic has torn apart the
dreams and aspirations of scores of poten-
tial entrepreneurs.

It is time we gave them the much-needed
boost by imparting the right education and
providing them with an environment that
supports their ongoing growth, upskilling
and access to the tools and resources they
need to develop

their ventures.

In this pursuit, the ITEC Division of the
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of
India, had partnered with Entrepreneurship
Development Institute of India (EDII) in a
novel initiative to equip Bhutanese youths
with the expertise and drive to embark on
journeys as business initiators and culti-
vators, channelling their boundless energy
and enthusiasm.



The Institute curated a specialised train-
ing programme on New Enterprise Cre-
ation and Skill Upgradation Programme for
Bhutanese Youth on Impact Enterprises’
and was addressed to all those Bhutanese
youths who may have latent entrepreneurial
potential and are willing to take up the chal-
lenges of an entrepreneurial career.

The idea was to foster a culture of entrepre-
neurship by imparting relevant exposure

and knowledge alongside developing moti-
vation to take the plunge as entrepreneurs.

During the period spanning September
2022 to February 2023, a series of four
specialized programmes were successfully
executed, with each programme accommo-
dating a cohort of 25 participants. The pri-
mary objective underlying these initiatives
was to provide comprehensive training to a
total of 100 Bhutanese youths, equipping
them with valuable insights and expertise
in the realm of entrepreneurship across var-
ious thematic domains.

The participants were trained to develop an
eye for untapped entrepreneurial opportu-
nities, unexplored markets and were given
an understanding of how best they could
assimilate technology in their venture.

They were groomed as well-rounded first-
generation entrepreneurs with focused in-
puts on Business Opportunity Guidance,
Formulation of Preliminary Business Plan
(PBP) and Market Survey, Accounting &
Book Keeping for Small Businesses, Busi-
ness Plan Preparation, Managerial Inputs,
Marketing Management, among other do-
mains including taxation and product pric-
ing.

Ms. Harmeet Kaur Dawar (ITEC Pro-
gramme Coordinator-EDII)
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Participants during their visit to Gandhi Ashram, Ahmedabad




