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EANING forward, Ratan

Tata, chairman Emeritus

of Tata Sons is intently

trying to listen to the

‘Team Indus’ entrepre-
neurs explain how and what their
four-legged, mini-tractor shaped
robot does. Present at the launch of
Kstart, a seed-cum-accelerator, Tata
in conversation with VaniKola, MD,
Kalaari Capital, said, “As a young
employee inJamshedpur, whenThad
an idea, I would go to my bosses and
they would tell me not to be so eager
andthat somethingwasbeingdonein
a particular way for 30 years. And [
would quietly go back. I yearned for
an environment where I could be
heard if Thad anidea.”

Platforms such as Kstart,
Microsoft Accelerator, TechHub,
GSF, etc. open various doors for star-
tups asmentorslike Tata, Mohandas
Pai, Rajan Anandan, are available to
help entrepreneurs develop their
ideas into a viable business model.
Tata joined Kalaari Capital's
advisoryboard thisyear.

India stands third in the global
startup ecosystem with around 4,200
startups by 2015 end. Earlier this
month, $650 million fund manager
Kalaari Capital launched its own
accelerator and mentor programme
in India for startups. Nasscom too
announced its fifth batch under its
10,000 Startups Konnect programme,
shortlisting over 200 applicants.
USbased TechHub that provides
co-workingspaceand acommunity of
sorts for entrepreneurs has
partnered with ‘Google for Entrepre-
neurs’ thismonth.

“With the startup ecosystem tak-
ing shape, it's good more incubators
and accelerators are coming up. But
most of them are just announce-
ments and lot less is happening on
ground,” said Rajesh Sawhney,
founder, Global Superangels Forum
(GSF) accelerator. Four-year-old GSF
receives over1,000applicationsayear
of which it choosesjust10-15startups
to work with. “We don’t fund ideas,
we fund teams. We want them to at
leastbuildtheir product, haveasmall
team in place and show some trac-
tion—goodorbad,” headded.

If entrepreneurs are to be be-
lieved, accelerators and incubators
are indeed important to get a head-
start whenone isstartingafresh. The
hand-holding process starts right
fromthe beginning, that ishelpingin
hiring—inmanycasesevenfindinga
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ACCELERATING
STARTUP SUCCESS

Platforms such as Kstart, Microsoft Accelerator, TechHub, GSF have opened
doors for startups and mentors like Ratan Tata, Mohandas Pai and Rajan Anandan
are available to help entrepreneurs develop theirideas

co-founder.

“We started when [ was in college
and had zero knowledge or experi-
ence of how things worked. We are
glad we spent our starting-up time at
TLabsas that openedalotmany doors
forus,” said Azhar Iqubal, co-founder,
Inshorts. Earlier NewsInShorts, the

company in partnership withmedia
houses dilutes news articles into 60
wordsforquick read. Ithas investors
suchasTiger Global, Times Internet,
Flipkart founders Sachin and Binny
Bansalamongothers.

The TLabs accelerator pro-
gramme launched by Times Inter net

works with tups foralimit-
ed period of time providing mentor-
ship, opportunities to meet and dis-
cuss ideas with industry stalwarts.
Within four months at TLabs,
InShorts (earlier NewsInShorts)was
able to launch its Android applica-
tion—abigleapfor them from having

just a page before they
enrolled for the TLabs programme.
So how important are platforms
like accelerators, incubators or the
common working spaces for star-
tups? “Youcan'tquantify the impact
of their help, but it really calms you
down when you are working with
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people who are going through the
same challengesas youare. Youknow
youarenotalone,” Iqubalsighed.

Sawhney said that accelerators
largely help in three ways: finding a
right mix in the team, opening new
doorsto make theirinitial productor
service viable and lastly help the
founders raise funding.

“It’snottosay that if we hadn’ten-
rolled in an accelerator programme
wewouldn'thavegot to whereweare,
but it definitely would have become
much difficult. We didn’t know any-
thing related to raising funds and
when you are starting out, you need
someone to tell you how system
works,” said Gaurav Agarwal,
founder, Gamezop.

The companyrecently raised seed
round of $350,000 from talent man-
agement firm Kwan, Snapdeal chief
product officer Anand Chan-
drasekaran and redBus co-founder
Phanindra Sama, among others.
Agarwal said GSF's role was instru-
mentalin helping themfindpotential
investors.
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