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6-7COME, TELL US. WE ARE ALL EARS!
Do you have an achievement that you want to crow about? Are you sitting on a minefield of campus gossip? 
Are you in on what's 'trending' in your institute? Then write to us and we will give it the place it so rightfully 
deserves. To be featured, send details and photographs to amcampusbeat@gmail.comCAMPUS BEAT

WHAT’S BUZZING

POLITICS IN GU

BLOOD DONATION CAMP
As part of its 13th Foundation Day celebrations, GNLU Centre for Law and Society (GCLS) conducted their Annual Blood Donation 
Camp in the premises of Gujarat National Law University on July 15. The camp was organised in collaboration with Indian Red Cross 
Society, Ahmedabad chapter.
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At a time when exotic 
cuisine, street food 
and adventure eating 
are buzzwords in the 
city, a 27-year-old 

Gujarati has opted to add a 
dash of ‘health’ to these 
trends. Stroll into the now-
famous food truck park in the 
city and you are bound 
to run into Parth 
Mehta as he dish-
es out smoothies, 
sundaes and 
shakes, all with 
a touch of exot-
ic. The high-
light of this engi-
neering graduate’s 
fares is the use of 
exotic, imported fruits. 

Aptly named 9834 The Fruit 
Truck, 27-year-old Mehta’s 
food truck is the result of a 
brainstorming session between 
the Entrepreneurship 
Development Institute of India 
(EDI) alumnus and his father. 

“I was visiting Mumbai a 
few months ago when I met 
several vendors who specialise 
in selling exotic fruits. I want-
ed to bring these to the food-
loving Amdavadis,” says the 
Rajkot native, who connected 
with these vendors’ importers 
for deliveries.

With financial help from 
his father, Parth employed an 
architect to design the special 
truck for him too. “But the 
challenging part was designing 

the menu. “It took me nearly 
three months to experiment 
and create recipes for the 
smoothies, shakes, sundaes, 
etc. that are offered at the 
truck,” says the business entre-
preneurship student, who 
offers Australian grapes, 
California plums, Granny 

Smith apples, rambutan, 
mangosteen, caram-

bola aka starfruit, 
Thai guava, lon-
gan, etc. 

The youth did 
a soft launch in 
Rajkot on May 26 

before opening his 
mobile outlet in 

Ahmedabad on June 
28. “Our business model 

is very simple. There is a cen-
tral kitchen where I store all 
the fruits that are imported 
through agents based in 
Mumbai. 

My day begins at 2pm 
when I collect the required 
fruits from the central kitchen, 
load them along with other 
goods in the truck, finish the 
basic preparations and head to 
the food truck park by 6pm,” 
says Parth, who has two help-
ers and caters to not less than 
100 customers each days. 

“I earn roughly between Rs 
10,000 to Rs 12,000 each day 
but the satisfaction of helping 
Amdavadis become health 
conscious is much more 
rewarding,” says Parth.

STARTUP CORNER
You can write in to us at amfeedback@timesgroup.in

INITIATIVE NAME: 9834 THE FRUIT TRUCK
FOUNDER: PARTH MEHTA (27)

Adding healthy 
to binge eating

Jumping aboard the trend of food trucks that dot the city 
scape, an engg grad opts to lure foodies with exotic fruits
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It took me nearly 
three months to 
experiment and 
create recipes

Parth Mehta dishes out smoothies, sundaes and shakes, at his food 
truck with a touch of exotic and imported fruits

OFF THE RECORD

TILL AKSHAI Aggarwal was its Vice Chancellor, student leaders had 
opted to refrain from protesting in GTU. However, just days before 
Aggarwal left, marks of protest by student leaders and parents’ as-
sociation began with detention of some students. “Aggarwal’s exit 
seemed to have fuelled the protests. As soon as he left, UCET stu-
dents began protesting demanding action in their favour. They were 
even joined by the student groups. It seems traffic of protesting GU 
student leaders has diverted to GTU. While GU VC M N Patel contin-
ues to enjoy peace, the GTU remains conflict-prone,” said a source.

GUJARAT UNIVERSITY (GU), that had been witness-
ing a tussle between the Congress and BJP executive 
council members and senate members, recently wit-
nessed Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) join-
ing the battle against BJP-backed steering panel. “Be it 
fees hike or sanction of new facilities at GU, ABVP had 
been countering BJP. ABVP believes it is they who 
strengthened the BJP by transforming student leaders 
into politicians. Hence, when BJP doesn’t consult them, 
they feel offended,” opined an observer.

Watch movies and score marks !
{COURSE: Film Study, Cyber Culture, Rural 

Marketing, Visual Culture, etc
INSTITUTE:  MICA

With some of the most 
diverse set of electives 
on offer, students at 

MICA watch movies as part 
of their curriculum for the 
much-loved elective, Film 
Study. After all, there is more 
to movies than shaking a leg 
and melodrama, feel students 
who’ve opted for the course. 
PGP-2 student Nandan 

Majumdar who has opted for 
the elective says, “I have 
made corporate films earlier 
so choosing this course was a 
way of staying in touch with 
film making. This is a way of 
going back to what I love. I 
am looking forward to 
watching regional cinema, 
learn the politics associated 
with film making, etc., while 
understanding the socio-

political impact of mov-
ies on the audience.”

Other interesting 
electives that MICA 
students can opt 

for include 
Cyber 

Culture, Metaphor and 
Narratives, Rural Marketing, 
Visual Culture and Urban 
Landscape among other 
things. Student Manisha 
Poddar who has cyber culture 
as an elective explains, “The 
future is digital. 

It has the power to shape 
our choices, the manner in 
which we lead our life, effect-
ing our perceptions and even 
our personal styles. I’ve cho-
sen this elective to under-
stand the way in which the 
cyber world has a 360° 
impact on human lives. This 
will help me be a better 
manager”.

Eclectic 
by choice

Stirring 
interest

COURSE: Heritage 
Management
INSTITUTE:  BK 
Majmudar Institute of 
Business Administration

COURSE: Design Thinking
INSTITUTE:  HLIC (HL Institute of Commerce)

{

At a time when Ahmedabad is vying to get international 
recognition for several of its heritage sites, it is apt that 
students learn about importance and management of our 

heritage monuments. Keeping in mind that this could be the best 
way to grab the youths’ attention towards heritage, the 
Ahmedabad University (AU) has introduced the elective, heritage 
management from 2016 to undergraduate students. A small 
group of students were part of the experimental session last year. 

BKMIBA student Pinak Thakkar who has opted for the course 
cites his interest and limited knowledge in heritage as the reason 
for opting this elective. “This will not only give me further 
insight into the important heritage of India but also explain 
ways of conservation,” says Thakkar.

Musical 
connect...

COURSE: North Indian 
Classical Music; Women’s 
Writing
INSTITUTE:  DAIICT

What better way to relax your 
mind after a mindboggling 
lesson on machines, than lis-

ten to classical music. As per college 
authorities, allowing students to 
choose electives such as the study of 
classical music or understanding 
women’s writing will help in enlight-
ening them about gender and femi-
nism. Twenty-year-old Rudhra 
Chandak who has opted for the classi-
cal music course says, “Who wants to 
miss a chance to listen to the best of 
classical music and the chance of learn-
ing how to learn to sing famous raagas. 
In a technical college like DAIICT, this 
course on art is refreshing. The best part 
is the faculty who conducts the course 
— extremely loving and always encour-
aging us to learn more.” Meanwhile, 
Shweta Garg who conducts the course on 
women’s writing says, “The course was 
an approach to sensitise students 
towards gender and its construction. The 
course includes studies of writing styles 
of different women and their definitions 
of feminism along with their approach to 
the society.”

{

Who says electives have to complement your main subjects? 
Niyati Rana and Anshika find some interesting courses offered 

at institutes in the city — from film studies to understanding heritage, 
these courses push students to think beyond the usual mathematics, 
science and management

{
Design thinking pushes us to 

brainstorm and think beyond 
the boundaries as we learn 

how to plan and design products,” 
says 19-year-old Helly Shah, one of 
the students who has opted for 
design thinking elective. “We have 
already been taken to various firms 
and factories and will now be 
taught how to make products keep-
ing in mind competition and the 
current market situation. The field 
work makes the course interesting 

and interactive. We will have to 
make a presentation at the end of 
the course,” says Helly. 

Elective coordinator Neha 
Desai said, “This 2 credit course 
is designed to help students do 
better in their business plan. It 
even helps them start their own 
startups, one of the biggest 
advantages.” Film making and 
photography are two other 
electives offered at this 
institute. 

NEWSMAKERS
CONFLICT REARS HEAD IN GTU @CEPT

JANKI ADHVARYU  student of MTech Geomatics, 
Faculty of Technology, under the guidance of Dr 
Anjana Vyas, programme coordinator, MTech 
Geomatics, Faculty of Technology, presented 
three papers during the 16th ESRI International 
User Conference held at San Diego in California, 
USA, from June 27 to July 1. The titles of the pa-
pers were “Strategy for water conservation us-
ing Geospatial technology”, “Criminal hotspot 
across the country: India” and “Monitoring of 
Epidemic using spatial technology”.

HLIC professor Saptam 
Patel has been ap-
pointed as the pro-
gramme chair of the 
three-year BCom 
course at the colleges. 
Saptam is the core fac-
ulty (Assistant Profes-
sor) Teaching Track at 
HLIC. Her core areas of Interest are 
English and Communication Skills.

AYUSHI GUPTA and Madhav 
Bashyal received the 
Best Student Award by 
Indian Drug Manufactur-
ers' Association, Gujarat 
State Board, on July 9. 
Ayushi is BPharm stu-
dent and Madhav is an 
MPharm student in Phar-
maceutical Technology & 
Biopharmaceutics. 
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JIGNESH VORA

Planning and execution
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