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Gandhinagar: An inquiry
has been ordered after a sa-
fety lapse and technical
snag in the state govern-
ment’s VVIP helicopter on
Republic Day forced chief
minister Vijay Rupani and
governor O P Kohli to re-
turn to Gandhinagar by ro-
ad from Anand. The heli-
copter had failed to take off.

A major accident was
luckily averted. The leaders
were to return to Gandhina-
gar on by noon after Repub-
lic Day celebrations, the he-
licopter failed to take off at
the last minute, and they de-
cided to travel by road as
private helicopter service
was not available at such
short notice.

A key official close to the
development said: “It’s fort-
unate that the technical
problem in the filter of the
engine, which choked the
fuel supply happened while
the aircraft was grounded,
as such a snag in the air wo-
uld have proved disastrous.

Attempts were made to hire
a private helicopter, but it
not available at such short
notice.”

“The government has or-
dered an inquiry, as any
such issue in the future co-
uld be risky as it is a single-
engine helicopter. The go-
vernment has also decided
to expedite the process of
buying a new helicopter.
However, the government
has to take a policy deci-
sion. Only a single bidder,
Airbus, has given proposal
as the other key manufactu-
rer, Agusta, has been black-
listed. The government al-
located Rs 25 crore as a pri-
mary fund, however, a new
helicopter may cost betwe-
en Rs 70 crore and Rs 100 cro-

re. The current helicopter is
more than a decade old and
does not comply with the
new specifications from the
government of India,” ad-
ded the source.

Govt Orders Inquiry; To Expedite Aircraft Purchase

Chopper snag makes
CM, guv hit the road
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CLOSE CALL

Ahmedabad: Air Officer
Commanding-
in-Chief South
Western Air
Command
(SWAC), Air
Marshal Ra-
vinder Ku-

mar Dhir, has been awarded
the Param Vishisht Seva Med-
al by the President of India on
the eve of Republic Day 2017.
The Param Vishisht Seva Med-
al is awarded for distinguished
service of the most exceptional
order. Air Marshal Dhir had ta-
ken over the reins of the SWAC
on June 1, 2015.

Air Commodores B Mani-
kantan and Man Singh Awana
have been awarded the Ati Vis-
hisht Seva Medal, while Squad-
ron Leader Rijul Sharma has
received Vayu Sena Medal (gal-
lantry). Others awarded Vayu
Sena Medal include Group
Captains Jaspreet Singh, Ma-
noj Nair and Nishant Singh.
Those conferred the Vishisht
Seva Medal include Air Vice
Marshal K S Babu, Air Com-
modores V K S Yadav, D Vedaj-
na and Master Warrant Officer
JS Mann.

Air Marshal
Ravinder

Dhir awarded
PVS medal
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Ahmedabad: The authoriti-
es at Nalsarovar have deci-
ded to install dustbins at seve-
ral spots and even on the sho-
res of Nalsarovar after they
recovered 800 kg of plastic
waste from the lakeside. Vo-
lunteers involved in the clea-
ning exercise also found vil-
lages situated on the lakeside
were disposing their waste
along the lake.

This was the third time
for volunteers of Manav Seva
Trust to clean Nalsarovar,
which is the only Ramsar site
in Gujarat. Volunteers also
reported finding children’s
diapers among the plastic
waste left behind by tourists.

“This is not the first time
that this exercise has been ta-
ken up along the lakeside and
the forest department has be-
en taking up regular clea-
ning. But this time, the NGO
has covered almost the entire
circumference of the lake.

We are now proposing to have
garbage bins in each boat and
even at the lake in tourism
areas,” said R G Prajapati the
deputy conservator of fo-
rests, Nalsarovar.

Prajapati said that the fo-
rest department is in talks
with various NGOs working
in the area for putting up gar-
bage bins in areas open to to-
urists and even in each boat
to ensure that garbage is not
thrown in the lake.

Manubhai Barot, trustee
of Manav Seva, said, “For
three days the volunteers of
the NGO took out a rally and
moved across all areas surro-
unding the lake, and the plas-

tic waste we found filled over
20 huge bags.”

Barot said that besides
empty packets of dry snacks
and plastic bottles, the volun-
teers also found children dia-
pers thrown in the lake. He
said that the volunteers also
found several villages on the
lakeside were also getting rid
of their garbage along the la-
ke, and it was polluting the la-
ke and causing concern for
the birds.

He said that the district
administration has to take up
a special drive in the villages
around the lake and ensure
that the garbage from the vil-
lages does not affect the lake. 

800kg of plastic waste
taken out of Nalsarovar

Authorities To
Put Waste

Bins On Boats

Volunteers cleaning up the lake
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Ahmedabad: Gujarat anti-
terrorist squad (ATS) arres-
ted a notorious gunrunner,
Govind Pyaresingh, from
Madhya Pradesh on Thurs-
day night. ATS sources said
Govind was absconding in se-
veral cases relating to the sa-
le of illegal country-made
pistols to gangsters in Guja-
rat. 

He supplied the firearms
to Samad Malbari, who in
turn provided the pistols to
the accused in the murder of
two BJP functionaries at
Bharuch.

ATS sources said Pyare-
sinh was picked up, based on
a tip-off, from a village on the
border of Gujarat and Mad-
hya Pradesh. “He was named
as absconding accused in two
cases registered with Surat
city police and Surat crime
branch,” added an ATS offici-
al.

ATS officials said they are
also hunting for a few who
Govind provided illegal arms
to in the city. “The accused
has been handed over to Su-
rat police. We are probing
whether he had played a role
in the killings of the Bharuch
BJP leaders in November
2015,” added an ATS official.

Gujarat ATS
nabs MP 

gunrunner
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THE HEALING TOUCH
TOI

SPREADING SMILES: A group from ‘Performers without Borders’ consisting of artists of various nationalities enthralled an
audience of over 400 people at Gandhi Leprosy Sewa Sangh in Vastral on January 25 with their performances, and later they
mingled with children with leprosy. The aim of the performance was to bridge the gap between those affected by leprosy and
society, the organizers said

Ahmedabad: Entrepreneurship Deve-
lopment Institute of India (EDII) anno-
unced on Friday that it has enabled mo-
re than 300 entrepreneurs, who passed
its PGDM in Business Entrepreneurs-
hip (PGDM-BE) course since 2008-10.
According to data provided by the insti-
tute, more than 70% of its students eit-
her set up their own business enterpri-
se or joined their family business on
completing their course at the institute.

Sharing his success story of being
an EDII alumnus, Nishank Shah, said,
“I realized there were no processes to
manage and treat waste that is genera-
ted from institutes, households, corpo-
rates as well as industries. Smelling bu-
siness opportunity there, I decided to

start a venture that helps treat dry and
food waste at source.”

Dr Sunil Shukla, director, EDII, sa-
id, “Our aim is to enable students to ex-
plore business opportunities. Apart
from harnessing the knowledge of stu-
dents, our incubator CrAdle also helps
incubate startup models of students.
While we help with seed funding in the
range of Rs 2.5 lakh to Rs 3.5 lakh, we ha-
ve also facilitated students in attracting
more investments and funding through
several schemes of the government.”

“We’ve facilitated an opportunity
for startups incubated at CrAdle to at-
tract a disbursement fund of Rs10 crore
from the Department of Science and
Technology, for startups in manufactu-
ring, healthcare, renewable energy and
food processing,” added Shukla.

EDII enabled over 300
entrepreneurs in 7 years
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Ahmedabad: Gujarat high co-
urt has come to the rescue of a
government doctor, who was
charge-sheeted for harbouring
a criminal as he had advised
him strict bed rest due to his
medical condition.

Justice J B Pardiwala quas-
hed criminal proceedings pen-
ding in a Jamnagar court aga-
inst Dr Nehal Shah, who was
posted with Guru Gobindsingh
Government Hospital in 2010.

According to case details,
former MP Vikram Madam’s
nephew Vishal Madam was ar-
rested in connection with a
murder case in 2010. After his
arrest, when he was in judicial
custody, Madam was brought
to the hospital after he complai-
ned of having pain in his knees.
An MRI was conducted on him.
The doctor prescribed treat-
ment and advised him to strict
bed rest for six weeks.

Dr Shah’s treatment and de-
cision to keep Madam in hospi-
tal did not go down well with po-
lice, who booked the doctor for
harbouring charges under Sec-
tion 212 of the IPC and a crimi-
nal trial began against him.

The doctor rushed to the
high court urging for quashing
of the charges, but the state go-
vernment opposed and main-
tained that Madam’s illness
was fabricated. The govern-
ment said the doctor was Ma-

dam’s close friend, and had tri-
ed to help Madam in a way by
keeping him in hospital. Ma-
dam was absolutely fine and he
had no problem in his knee jo-
int. The medical case papers
the doctor had prepared were
incorrect, the government had
said.

After hearing the argu-
ments, the high court quashed
to proceedings against the doc-
tor on the ground that the char-
ges of harbouring can be invo-
ked when an offender is given
shelter and shield from law and
punishment. But in this case,
Madam was already arrested
and in custody. There can be no
harbouring of an accused per-
son when under arrest.

The high court, however,
permitted the state govern-
ment to invoke the charges if
any evidence with regard to the
MRI report appeared during
the course of trial. The govern-
ment can request the trial co-
urt to arraign the doctor in cri-
minal proceedings as an accu-
sed, if any evidence against
him is found during the trial,
said the high court.

HC quashes charge
of aiding fugitive

against doctor
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Ahmedabad:A peon dismissed by
H K BBA College sat on a dharna
with his wife and children outside
the college campus on Friday, to
protest against the college admini-
stration.

Ashok Vaghela (41) has been de-
manding his reinstatement to the
post of peon on the basis of various
court orders. Claiming that even
though he has won a legal battle

against the college and Brahmcha-
ri Vadi Trust, the college was not
paying him his due salary. He pled-
ged to continue the dharna until
his demands are met.

“I am sitting on dharna in front
of the college without any permis-
sion. If police arrests me, I will re-
turn and sit here again when relea-
sed,” Vaghela said, in between his
slogan shouting on Friday.

Vaghela received support from
the college students as well as from

dalit rights activist, Jignesh Meva-
ni.

Vaghela claimed that he is be-
ing harassed by the college autho-
rities for six years since he gave a
statement in favour of his friend
Dinesh Patel, who committed sui-
cide accusing the college officials
of corrupt practices and of haras-
sing him. As the college officials
turned against him, he filed a
complaint against them before va-
rious government authorities. 

Dismissed college peon sits on dharna
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Gandhinagar: Following on
the heels of Ahmed Patel, politi-

cal secretary of
All India Cong-
ress President So-
nia Gandhi, Guja-
rat Congress pre-
sident Bharat-
sinh Solanki also

criticized Congress workers
and leaders in the state. Solanki

was speaking at the flag-hois-
ting ceremony on Republic Day,
on Thursday at the party’s head-
quarters in Ahmedabad.

Solanki said, “Gujarat Cong-
ress is not weak as a party, but its
workers and leaders are weak,
and they need to work hard to
make the party stronger. Cong-
ress has strengthened democra-
cy in the country for all these ye-
ars.”

He appealed to all Congress

leaders and workers to work
unitedly, and aggressively take
on their political opponents. He
asked youth, women and all
Congress wings to work toget-
her.

Solanki asked Congress wor-
kers and leaders follow Rahul
Gandhi's new advice to party
workers to move ahead without
fear. He asked party workers
and leaders to work for a “BJP-
free Gujarat”. 

Congress is not weak, but its
workers and leaders are: Solanki
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Ahmedabad:A team of Gujarat
ATS landed in Ahmedabad from
Bangkok on Thursday night
with Chandresh Patel, the ab-
sconding fugitive wanted for
masterminding the attempted
murder of Borsad councillor
Pragnesh Patel. ATS sources sa-
id Patel was arrested from Hotel
Rekon in Bangkok in a joint ope-
ration with Thai police on Wed-
nesday.

ATS SP Himanshu Shukla sa-
id while the accused was handed
over to Anand Police on Friday
afternoon, it emerged during his
primary interrogation that a fri-
end of his, Shyamgiri Goswami,
had arranged his meeting with
underworld don Ravi Pujari’s
shooter Suresh Pillai of Thane.

“Chandresh, who was nur-
sing an old enmity with Prag-
nesh over the cable network busi-
ness in Borsad, was furious abo-
ut an attack on him by Prag-
nesh’s brother Saket in October
2016. Moreover, the defeat of
Chandresh’s mother Shanta Pa-
tel at the hands of Pragnesh in
the recently-held local body elec-
tions added fuel to the fire,” said
an ATS official.

ATS sources said Patel tho-
ught that if Pragnesh is elimina-
ted, his associates would rather
fade away. “Chandresh offered
Suresh Pillai Rs 25 lakh to elimi-
nate Pragnesh. Shyamgiri advi-
sed Chandresh to go to Bangkok
before they executed the plan,
and he hence flew there on Janu-
ary 10, before Pragnesh was shot
on January 13. While Pragnesh
survived the attack, ATS arres-
ted three accused including Pil-
lai,” said an ATS official.

Chandresh
Patel arrives

from Bangkok
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Ahmedabad: A Black Box Theat-
re was inaugurated at Conflictori-
um, the museum of conflict in Ah-
medabad, on Thursday, with a
choreography performance, ‘Qu-
een-size’. A Black Box Theatre is
an open and flexible performance
space that is used for intimate pro-
ductions including plays, dance
and recitals among others. Thro-
ugh its first performance, Conflic-
torium aims to start a discussion
on Section 377 of the Indian Penal
Code, which criminalizes homo-
sexuality in India.

Played out on a charpoy, the
duet examines the nuts and bolts –
carnal, mechanical and emotio-
nal – of a close encounter between
two male bodies. The performan-
ce, choreographed by Delhi-based
choreographer, Mandeep Raikhy,
was an exploration through dan-
ce that took the form of a detailed
study of intimacy between two

men and is aimed at questioning
spectatorship, privacy and dis-
sent.

With the Black Box Theatre,
Conflictorium created and pro-
moted a space for intimate perfor-
mances. “We have inaugurated
this space with Queen-size and to-
uched the issue of homosexuality
for the first time. Once these seri-
es of performances are over, we’re
yet to see how we can occupy and
empty this black room,” said Avni
Sethi, artistic director, Conflicto-
rium.

“The performance largely is a
response to section 377 and per-

haps a protest in some way. There
is a line of thought that supports
homosexuality but also propaga-
tes keeping it behind doors. It is a
study and portrayal of intimacy
between two men – dancers Lalit
Khatana and Parinay Mehra who
perform the act and depict how
bodies play out in a bedroom and
people becoming an audience to
their performance of intimacy,”
said Sethi.

Sharing what inspired him to
create this performance, Mande-
ep said, “An article on ‘Why my be-
droom habits are your business’,
triggered the idea of this perfor-
mance. It was important that a
private encounter between two
people be brought into the public
domain because to make people
understand it, it is important to
talk about it. The idea is to make a
compelling bodily argument thro-
ugh dance by performing intima-
cy exploring what one may not ha-
ve pictured or thought about.”

Conflictorium opens Black Box
Theatre with ‘Queen-size’
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the duet examines the
nuts and bolts – carnal,
mechanical and
emotional – of a close
encounter between two
male bodies

Ahmedabad: Prof Michel
Danino, guest faculty at IIT
Gandhinagar (IIT-Gn), is
among the recipients of the
Padma Shri award for 2017 for
his contribution to literature
and education. The institute
felicitated Danino, a French-
born Indian citizen, on Friday.

“The news of the Padma
Shri award for me came as a
surprise. While I feel deeply
honoured, the award has also
evoked in me a stronger fee-
ling of responsibility and
commitment to contribute to
what I have been pursuing in
the last 40 years,” Danino said
on the occasion.

Prof Danino said that it
was his pursuit of understan-
ding the purpose and mea-
ning of life that brought him
from France to India. It was in
1977 when, while studying
electrical engineering in
France, he became passionate
about ancient Indian history.
He then decided to move to In-
dia, at the age of 21, leaving be-
hind his career and family. 

Prof Danino has been a gu-
est faculty at IIT-Gn since 2011,
where he has been teaching
courses which give a broad pa-
norama of the Indian culture
and civilization. He played a
key role in establishing Cent-
re for Archaeological Scien-
ces at IIT Gandhinagar.

He is actively involved in
translation and publication of
the works of Sri Aurobindo
and of Mirra Alfassa. He has
also engaged himself in the
conservation of tropical rain-
forest in the Nilgiri Hills. 

IIT-Gn prof
conferred

Padma Shri
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Aglobal tender for new
aircraft for VVIPs was

floated twice last year the
purchase but could not be
decided on. The cost
estimated for the new VVIP
aircraft for the chief minister
was between $24 million and
US $30 million (Rs 153.60
crore to Rs192 crore). The
state government fixed the
base price at around $24
million. However, sources
said this estimate is too high,
because private jets seating
12-15 with similar
specifications are available
for between $9.5 million and
$10.5 million (Rs 50 crore to
Rs 60 crore). These aircraft
also have WiFi and other
modern facilities. 

Decision on new
aircraft pending

Ahmedabad: The Income Tax (I-T)
department on Friday conducted a
seminar involving banks and post of-
fices (POs) with regard to require-
ment of furnishing information by
January 31 of all account holders
who have deposited more than Rs 12.5
lakh in current accounts and Rs 2.5
lakh in savings and other accounts
post demonetization.

In a drive to detect ‘black money’
after the centre’s decision to demone-

tize high value currency notes, the
Intelligence & Criminal Investiga-
tion Wing of the I-T held the seminar
on a recent notification issued by
Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT), which has mandated them
to file Statement of Financial Trans-
actions (SFT) on specific cash depo-
sits. The deadline of furnishing such
information has been preponed from
May 31 to January 31 for last year’s
transactions.

Banks told to give deposit details


