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Devotees march together for Urs towards Bhadiad Pir near Dholka in Ahmedabad district. Many Hindus and
Muslims joined together for the religious journey at Jamalpur in the city on Monday 

Ahmedabad: Irked by the Supreme Court order
to not exempt hotels and restaurants from the ban
on liquor vends within 500 metres of national and
state highways from April 1, members of the Ho-
tels and Restaurants Association (HRA) of Guja-
rat, wrote to deputy CM Nitin Patel. Soon after the
order, permit liquor shops at three hotels on SG
Road, namely, The Grand Bhagwati (TGB), Rama-
da Inn and Novotel, have closed. The hospitality
industry thus is suffering losses of lakhs on a dai-
ly basis.

“The challenge is to cater to our guests and cli-
ents who stay at the hotel and want to buy liquor.

While we welcome the Supreme Court decision
as a progressive move, it will certainly impact the
industry to a great extent. Currently, there is no
clarity on the implementation of the law. We’re in
contact with legal experts and will see how to best
work it out for us,” said Tejus Jose, general mana-
ger, Novotel Ahmedabad and member of Federa-
tion of Hotels and Restaurant Associations
(FHRA).

HRA members submitted a letter to Nitin Pa-
tel urging him to lift the ban for hotels in Gujarat.
Narendra Somani, president of HRA Gujarat, sa-
id, “As Gujarat is a dry state, the implementation
of the act is irrelevant. This is because permit
holders who procure liquor are not allowed to
drink in public spaces and may do so only indo-
ors.”

“Moreover, now we are in the municipal cor-
poration limits and the highway doesn’t exist
anymore. If need be, we will also approach the Su-
preme Court to exempt Gujarat from the ban as a
prohibition policy already exists here,” he added.
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Gandhinagar: Following the order of
the Supreme Court to close liquor
shops within 500 metre of highways,
the state prohibition and excise depart-
ment issued immediate closure notices
to 12 liquor shops in hotels on various
highways. The fate of the liquor shop in
Courtyard by Marriott, however, rema-

ins in balance, as hotel authorities clai-
med it to be just outside the 500-metre
zone from the highway. The shop remai-
ned open on Monday. Sources said the
roads and buildings department will
again measure the distance of the out-
let from the highway before taking a
call.

B Kumar (IAS), director, prohibi-
tion and excise, said, “Following the Su-
preme Court order we have issued clo-
sure notices to all liquor shops on state
highways. There are 12 liquor permit
shops that we have closed.” 

“There is a technical dispute regar-
ding Courtyard by Marriott, so we have

written to the roads & buildings depart-
ment for technical measurement. If it’s
within the limit we will get it closed,’’ sa-
id Kumar adding, “Any hotel violating
the order will have to face legal action.’’

According to available official infor-
mation, Courtyard by Marriott (Pacifi-
ca Hotels Pvt Ltd) was also to been given
notice along with the other 12 shops. Ho-
wever, the hotel claimed in writing that
their hotel is beyond 500 metre from SG
Road and that the SC order was not app-
licable to them.

S B Vasava, secretary, roads & buil-
dings department said, “We will study
the order of the SC and that of the prohi-

bition and excise department. We are
yet to receive written instructions.’’

The number of liquor shops have
gone up from 26 to 58 in just two years.
Most pending applications for new liqu-
or shops in hotels were cleared after
May 2014 Lok Sabha elections. In Janua-
ry 2014, there were only 26 permitted li-
quor shops which has now doubled to
58. In Ahmedabad, till April 2014, there
were only five liquor shops. Between
May 2014 and January 2016, another
eight new liquor shops received per-
missions. Of these, two shops were allo-
wed to come up almost within 500 met-
res of Sabarmati Ashram.

In or out? Curious case of Courtyard by Marriott
Shop Exactly 500 M
Off Highway; Govt
May Remeasure 
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Ahmedabad: Gujarat high co-
urt on Monday found allega-
tions of eve teasing against fo-
ur senior citizens a little amu-
sing, as Justice JB Pardiwala
recalled the 1982 Hindi comedy
film ‘Shaukeen’.

After the four
accused pleaded to
quash the compla-
int, the judge asked
the assistant pub-
lic prosecutor if
the FIR against the
senior citizens in-
spired any confi-
dence. The HC allo-
wed the probe to
continue, but stay-
ed the arrest of the
‘Shaukeens’ at this
stage.

This case is from Vadodara,
where four senior citizens – Pu-
rushottam Limbachiya,
Ghanshyam Patel, Ramesh Pa-
rekh and Vijayrao Bhosle – we-
re booked by Karelibaug police
under provisions of the Protec-
tion of Children from Sexual
Offences Act (POCSO), for sex-
ual harassment and criminal
conspiracy. The allegations we-

re made by a person whose 15-
year-old niece complained that
the quartet passed lewd com-
ments and one of them even
made obscene gestures at her.

All four have filed a petition
requesting the HC to junk the
FIR, terming it false and mala-
fide. As soon as their advocate,
Vimal Purohit, got up to argue
the case, Justice Pardiwala ma-
de a light comment that the sto-
ry reminded him of the Hindi
movie ‘Shaukeen’, in which
three lecherous old men decide
to go on a pleasure trip late in
their lives. As the hearing pro-

ceeded, Purohit
submitted that
the complainant
in this case has
criminal antece-
dents, and by the
FIR against the
four senior cit-
zens, criminal co-
lour was given to
a civil dispute. He
said that the se-
nior citizens are
so feeble that they
can’t even walk

properly.
The lawyer further submit-

ted that the investigating offi-
cer has deleted section 8 of
POCSO and substituted it with
sections 11(2) and 12, which are
milder. 

The court posted further
hearing on this case for June,
and the state government has
been asked to file its reply by
then.

High court stays 
arrest of four
‘shaukeens’

Senior Citizens
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Ahmedabad: As southwesterly to westerly
winds swept over Gujarat, temperatures in
most of the towns did not sho-
ot up and the state continued
to get little respite from the ex-
treme heat conditions. Only
two towns registered the max-
imum temperature above 40°C
on Monday.

According to India Meteo-
rological Department (IMD),
Surendranagar town of Sau-
rashtra region was hottest in
the state with 40.3 degree celsi-
us. Gandhinagar followed
with 40°C.

Maximum temperatures in other towns re-

mained between 30.9°C and 39.6°C on Monday.
Mercury in Ahmedabad too remained below

40°C as the city registered maxi-
mum temperature of 39.4°C on
Monday which was 1.4 degrees
above normal. The minimum
temperature rose 1.2 degrees
above normal and was recorded
at 23.2°C. 

People in the city experien-
ced sweltering heat because of
the increased humidity which
fluctuated between 66% and
27% on Monday. According to
weather officials, maximum

temperature in many parts of the state will re-
main below 40°C in the next three-four days. TNN

At 40.3°C, Surendranagar
remains hottest place in state

Ahmedabad: Gujarat needs to
formulate a suitable strategy to
unlock the significant growth po-
tential of the dairy sector. This re-
quires productivity enhance-
ment, strengthening and expan-
sion of village-level infrastructu-
re for milk procurement, and
providing greater market access
to producers, states an analysis
made by Assocham Economic Re-
search Bureau (AERB). The bu-
reau based its findings on statis-
tics published by the National Da-
iry Development Board (NDDB).

Though the number of registe-
red units manufacturing dairy
products in India has increased
by about 23% between 2010-11 and
2014-15, the number of such units
in Gujarat has dropped by about

14% during this period, the study
said.

“There is a need to recognize
the importance of small farm dai-
ry units and opportunities for va-
lue chain development, which
can lead to poverty reduction and
rural development in Gujarat,”
said D S Rawat, national secreta-
ry general, Assocham.

Milk production in Gujarat
grew by 4.9% to reach 11.26 mil-
lion tonnes (MT) during 2015-16.
“Despite commanding the third-
highest share in India’s total milk
production, Gujarat has registe-
red just about five per cent annual
growth in this regard between
2014-15 and 2015-16,” the study by
Assocham said.

With a milk production of 26
million MT, Uttar Pradesh is ran-
ked at the top of India’s milk pro-
ducing states. India’s total milk
production in 2015-16 was above
155 million MT, and UP contribu-
ted 17% of the nation’s milk out-
put. Rajasthan followed UP with
12% of national output, while Gu-
jarat contributed 7.9%.

“Gujarat should aim to beco-
me numero uno in milk produc-
tion,” suggested the study, poin-
ting out that total milk produc-
tion in India grew over 6% in 2015-
16.

Industry experts, however, say
that it is very difficult for Gujarat
to reach the top position in milk
production as Uttar Pradesh is

way ahead. But, Gujarat can cer-
tainly aim to become the second
largest milk producing state at
the moment.

‘Need right strategy to realize dairy potential’
When Dairy Units

Increased By 23% In
India, They Decreased

By 14% In The State

MILK OUTPUT 2015-16
State Milk produced Annual growth (%)

➤ Uttar Pradesh 26.38 4.7
➤ Rajasthan 18.50 9.2
➤ Gujarat 12.14 4.9
➤ Madhya Pradesh 12.14 12.17
➤ Andhra Pradesh 10.81 12.00

(Production figures in million tonnes)
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Ahmedabad: The special SIT court hearing
the 2002 Naroda Gam massacre case on Mon-
day asked the prosecution to seek a clarifica-
tion from investigating officer Himanshu
Shukla, about his evasive replies on ques-
tions pertaining to other witnesses.

In response to an application filed by Che-
tan Shukla, an advocate for the advocate, de-
signated judge P B Desai said Shukla’s expla-
nation during his cross-examination about
the testimonies of three cops – then PI K K
Mysorewala, then JCP M K Tandon and then
DCP P B Gondia was evasive and not clear.
The prosecutors have been asked to seek a
clarification in this regard and to make it cle-
ar whether the IPS officer will be able to pro-
vide a specific answer on the subject.

The court termed the IPS officer’s vague
reply as “unfortunate”. After finding Shuk-
la’s reply on the statements of three cops du-
ring his cross-examination evasive, the 
court said that in his response to a query, the
cop has tried to justify the
evasion on the ground that
the probe was under way du-
ring that period.

The court further com-
mented that the trial is nearly complete and
there is no further investigation pending at
present. “In such circumstances, I am of the
opinion that the accused are within their
rights to seek such a clarification… In my
opinion, therefore, the state cannot evade

and continue to evade providing clarity to the
trial proceedings,” the court said, while as-
king the prosecution to get a specific reply

from the officer about the three
cops’ statements.

Further hearing shall be on
Friday, when the court will lik-
ely hear former minister and

accused Maya Kodnani’s plea to summon
BJP president Amit Shah and 13 others, to es-
tablish her alibi.

The special court is conducting a trial
against 84 persons, for the killing of 11 Mus-
lims in the post-Godhra violence.

Court asks prosecution
to clarify officer’s reply

The court commented that the trial is nearly
complete and no further investigation is pending

NARODA GAM
MASSACRE
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Ahmedabad: Gujarat high court on Monday re-
fused to grant a stay on possible arrest of the
trustee of HB Kapadia School, Muktak Kapadia,
and its principal Poonam Sedani in connection
with the cheating complaint filed against them
by a parent for charging huge fees from KG stu-
dents on allegedly false promise of getting
CBSE affiliation for the school.

A trial court earlier denied anticipatory bail
to Kapadia and Sedani.

The high court has also refused to accept the
compromise arrived at between the manage-
ment and the complainant at this stage, and
orally observed that when the future of 400-odd
students is at the stake, the court cannot just
turn a blind eye to it, sources said.

This happened during the hearing on a quas-
hing petition filed by Kapadia and Sedani on the
basis of a compromise reached at between them
and a complainant Chirag Parekh.

As the parents found out that the school at
Memnagar did not have CBSE affiliation as it
continued to offer Gujarat Board curriculum,
the complaint was filed with Ghatlodia police by
Parekh.

Further hearing in this case is kept in June.

No HC relief for
Muktak Kapadia 
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Chief minister Vijay Rupani on Monday launched an
android mobile application of Gujarat State Road and
Transport Corporation (GSRTC) which will facilitate
advance ticket booking through digital transaction,
said an official statement. Passengers may download
this mobile app from Google Play Store by searching
‘GSRTC Official Ticket Booking app’. With this bus
tracking facility, passengers can know the status of
their buses. Those who book their tickets through this
mobile application, will get ticket details on their
mobiles as well. Therefore, printed tickets will not be
required during travelling, said the statement.

EDII ties up with Malaysian govt
Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India
(EDII), located at Bhat village of Gandhinagar, and
Pembangunan Sumber Manusia Berhad (PSMB), an
arm of human resource development fund under
ministry of human resources of Malaysia, have signed
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for skill
development. Through the collaboration, EDII will
share its expertise with PSMB in the field of educa-
tion, training, research and institution building to
enhance PSMB’s trainers in delivering comprehensive
and high quality training. The first activity after
signing the MoU will be to train close to 100 youths in
entrepreneurship through classroom training, simula-
tion exercises and field exposure, said a statement
from EDII.

CITY DIGEST

CM launches GSRTC app

Yogesh Chawda

RELIGIOUS JOURNEY

Ahmedabad: Gujarat high court
observed that irregularities
committed at Dudhsagar Dairy in
Mehsana resulted in a Rs 717-crore
loss for the milk cooperative. The HC
took into consideration evidence
with regard to irregularities and
administrative decisions taken by
the governing bodies, which
revealed a scam of Rs 717 crore. The
court was hearing a petition filed by
the Mehsana District Cooperative
Milk Producers’ Union Ltd, which
challenged the cooperative
registrar’s decision of May 2015 to
order a special audit in 28 different
matters, pertaining to decisions
taken in the cooperative.

Irregularities cost
Dudhsagar Dairy
`̀717 crore, says HC

Rajkot:Diu, the favourite wa-
tering hole for Gujaratis, ob-
served a complete shutdown
on Monday as thousands of li-
quor shop owners and restau-
rant owners joined a massive
protest rally against the Su-
preme Court order to ban li-
quor sale on the state and na-
tional highways. 

Nearly 138 liquor shops in
Diu were shut down following
the apex court’s order, which
has rendered more than 600
people jobless. On Monday,
around 5,000 people took out a
rally from Sai Mandir to the
district collector’s office and
submitted a memorandum to
the collector P S Jani.

The rally that began from

Sai Mandir passed through
the Bus Stand ward, Raberi
Road, Bander Chowk and Cor-
poration Road with protesters
flashing placards reading ‘Sa-
ve Diu Tourism’ and ‘Don’t re-
mind us of Portuguese rule’.

The protestors said that
nearly 100 liquor bars and per-
mit shops in restaurants
along the 11km stretch from
Ghoghla checkpost that pas-
ses through Diu, Malala, Jho-
lavadi and Dangarwadi. The-
re are several famous resorts
located on this road, which ha-
ve been forced to stop liquor

sale. 
Under the banner of Ma-

jor District Road Bachao Sam-
iti (MDRBS), the business-
men said that this 11km
stretch is not a highway but a
‘major district road’. They is-
sued a 48-hour ultimatum to
the government asking it to
declare it as a ‘major district
road’, which would enable
them to sell liquor. 

Meanwhile, tourists had a
tough time procuring liquor
in the island territory as ma-
jority of the wine shops, res-
taurants, other shops and

even roadside joints observed
a bandh against the SC order.

“This 11km stretch has be-
en connected to the coastal
highway though it is inhe-
rently a district road. In 2014, a
notification was issued sta-
ting that this stretch was a
major district road. All const-
ruction was being done accor-
ding to the rules of the district
road. So, does that mean that
all the buildings, including
the collector’s office and other
important offices and schools
are illegal and will be brought
down?” Yatin Fugro presi-

dent, Diu Hotel Owners Asso-
ciation wondered while tal-
king to TOI.

Phugra said that the coas-
tal highway is 5km away and
this 11km stretch should not
considered as its part.

According to government
data, at least 18 lakh to 20 lakh
tourists visit Diu every year. 

Paresh Sureja, a business-
man from Bhavnagar, who
was in Diu on vacation, said,
“We failed to get even a single
bottle of beer. If this situation
persists, Diu will completely
lose its charm.” 

Declare 11km
Stretch ‘Major
District Road’:

Protesters

Protest rally organized in Diu town on Monday

TOI
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More than 100 wine shops down shutters in Diu

Ahmedabad: The transport department has
declared that the Ram Navami holiday will be on
Wednesday instead of Tuesday as declared
earlier. The RTO has stated that those who have
taken appointments for driving licence or fitting
of number plates can come to the RTO on
Tuesday instead of Wednesday. The RTO has
issued the statement apparently as the recent
change in Cheti Chand holiday had led to

acrimonious scenes at the office. “Last week,
when the Cheti Chand holiday was changed,
several people had created ruckus at the RTO,
forcing the officials to reach the office on a
holiday and pacify people gathered there,” said
an official. “Usually, the holidays are notified by
the government but in this case, the RTO wants
to inform the people to come a day in advance,”
the official added. TNN

RTO open today, closed on Wednesday

LIQUOR BAN

PERMIT SHOPS CLOSED ON HIGHWAYS
➤ Ramada Hotel | Ahmedabad
➤ The Grand Bhagwati | Ahmedabad
➤ Atithya Inn Pvt Ltd (Novotel) | Ahmedabad
➤ Real Wine | Anand
➤ Hotel Harimangal Pvt Ltd | Bharuch
➤ Chryso Hotel Pvt Ltd | Ankleshwar
➤ Tree Top Resort & Spa | Bhavnagar
➤ Holiday Village Resort Pvt Ltd | Gandhidham-Kutch
➤ M/s C L Sharma Resort Pvt Ltd | Gandhidham-Kutch
➤ Keshav Holiday Resorts | Mehsana
➤ Patel Wines | Nadiad
➤ The TGB | Surat


