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THE NATIONAL Green Tribunal
(NGT) has directed the standing
committee of Surat Municipal
Corporation (SMC) to issue a
work order for the closure of
Khajod open dumping site
within a month. It also sought
details about the SMC’s action
plan for door-to-door waste col-
lection and segregation in an or-
der issued on Friday evening. 

A complaint regarding the
SMC’s Khajod disposal site was
filed with the West Zone-NGT,
Pune, by a trust, Kantha Vibhag
Koli Samaj Parivartan, as the res-
idents of nearby villages faced a
lot of problems like foul smell
and emission of poisonous gas
from the garbage. 

In its application, the trust al-
leged that the SMC has not been
following the municipal solid
waste rules at the land filling site
in Khajod village of Choryasi
taluka. 

The NGT, during an earlier
hearing on April 18, had directed
the SMC not to dump municipal
solid waste at Khajod site as it is
hazardous to  environment.  

The SMC then submitted a
report to the NGT on May 6, giv-
ing details of total waste collec-
tion and how it is processed in
different plants. 

As per the report, the SMC
collects 1,600 metric tonnes of
waste daily, of which 35.6 per
cent is organic or biodegradable,
7.4 per cent plastic, 0.9 per cent
e-waste, 12.4 per cent construc-
tion and demolition (C and D)
waste, 10.8 per cent textile, 8.2
per cent paper, 11.2 per cent re-
cyclable waste such as glass, rub-
ber and metal and 13.5 per cent
non-removal insert waste. 

The SMC further mentioned
about its provisions for disposal
and treatment of municipal solid
waste. It said that the construction
and commissioning oftreatment
plants for various kinds of waste
will be completed in the next one
or two years. While waste to com-
posite plant is operational, the first

phase of plastic collection and
treatment project has been fin-
ished and is under commission
stage. As ofnow, 20 tonnes ofplas-
tic, out ofa total of100 tonnes col-
lected per day, will be treated.

The defense lawyer, on behalf
of SMC, had told the NGT bench
that the decision to close the
dumping site at Kajod at present
is pending before the standing
committee of the SMC. The cap-
ping of the open dumping site
will be completed in 18 months,
he assured the NGT.

The two-judge NGT bench,
comprising U D Salvi and Rajan
Chatterjee, however, ordered the
standing committee to issue a
work order for closing the open
dumping site within a month. 

Additional City Engineer,
solid waste department, Bharat
Dalal said, “We have got the or-
der of the NGT. We have identi-
fied an expert agency for capping
the open disposal site. The mu-
nicipal commissioner has al-
ready signed the tender and the
proposal is at present with the
standing committee.” 

He added they were also
looking into the action plan of
door-to-door collection and seg-
regation of waste.
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SENIOR CONGRESS leader and
former Union minister Jairam
Ramesh on Saturday lambasted
the Modi government at the
Centre for its “dismal” perform-
ance on economic front in the last
three years and said that the
“dreams of the dream merchant
(Prime Minister Narendra Modi)
have turned into a nightmare for
the people”.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here as part of the
Congress’s campaign to “expose”
the Modi government on com-
pletion of its three years in office
at the Centre, Ramesh said,” The
three years ofPM Modi’s rule has
resulted in economic downturn
owing to  drop in agriculture
growth, low investment and
very less employment genera-
tion, the lowest in the last 10
years... His rule is best defined by
the phrase, Adhiktam Prachar,
Nyuntam Vichar (maximum pro-
motion, minimum thinking)”.

Pointing out the falling agri-
culture growth, which according
to him has dropped from UPA
government’s 3.5 per cent to the
present 1.7 per cent, the former
minister said: “If there is no
growth in agriculture, the coun-
try will not progress and the gap
between urban and rural areas
will increase further.”

He also questioned the
Centre’s decision to import 60
lakh tonnes of wheat in the last
two years while reducing its pro-
curement from local farmers.
“Government procurement (of
wheat) has come down by 60 lakh

tonnes in the last two years which
has been compensated by import.
This is Make In India in agricul-
ture,” PTI quoted him as saying. 

The same has been done in
the case of pulses despite a
bumper crop last year, he said,
adding that import of 50 lakh
tonnes ofpulses at a rate ofRs 45
per kg on the pretext of main-
taining a buffer  stock and selling
it Rs 250 per kg in retail indicated
some kind of “scandal”, he said. 

“Who is pocketing the profit,
is a big question,” asked Ramesh.

He also also criticised Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, saying
that while insurance firms col-
lected Rs 16,000 crore from farm-
ers as premium for the crop in-
surance in the last two years,
farmers got only Rs 7,000 crore.

Ramesh, who is a Rajya
Sabha member, also hit out at
the government for not fulfilling
its 2014 poll promise of giving
farmers 50 per cent profit over
the cost of agriculture produc-

tion as the Minimum Support
Price (MSP). 

“In February 2015, the Modi
government submitted an affi-
davit in the Supreme Court stat-
ing that giving 50 per cent profit
over the production cost was not
possible,” he said. 

Describing Modi as an expert
in “re-branding, repackaging and
renaming’’, Ramesh said that the
Prime Minister appropriated sev-
eral UPA programmes by chang-
ing their names. 

“For the first time, there has
been a scarcity of employment.
The PM had promised two crore
jobs every year, but the govern-
ment figure shows that in 2016,
hardly two lakh, and in 2015,
hardly 1.5 lakh people got jobs,”
he said.

Calling demonestisation a
“disaster” as it severely affected
small and medium industries, he
said that credit was now not go-
ing to big industries, resulting in
fall in economic activities.

Jairam questions govt’s decision to import wheat, pulses

Jairam Ramesh at a press meet in Ahmedabad, Saturday.Express
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UNQUOTE “Till a few years ago, entrepreneurship was
considered a prerogative of only rich and
wealthy. It is nice to see how it has caught the
fancy of people from all sections of society.”
— ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL, 

Union Minister at EDII convocation ceremony in Ahmedabad, Saturday

LOCALS COMPLAINED OF FOUL SMELL

NGT directs Surat
civic body to shut
Khajod dump yard 
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A SPECIAL designated court, hear-
ing the 2002 Naroda Gam riots
case, on Saturday rejected the plea
ofthe accused to examine the two
special public prosecutors, calling
it “strange and unreasonable”. 

The lawyer ofthe accused had
sought for the examination ofthe
public prosecutors as they had ar-
gued  that there was anger among

the Hindus in
Gujarat fol-
lowing the
Sabarmati
Express train
carnage that
triggered
widespread
riots in the
state. The de-
fence lawyer
had also
sought to ex-

amine “entire Hindu community
of Gujarat” to ascertain if there
was anger among the Hindus. 

“...I do not know how such a
vague relief, seeking and examin-
ing entire community came to
this sort, and further in case ofex-
amination of the other two spe-
cial public prosecutors. Such a re-
lief came to be sought by the
defence on mere presumption... if
every question posed by a cross
examiner elicits the response of
examining an entire community,
then there would be no end to the
proceedings and it would be noth-
ing but an abuse of the process of
law,” the judge said. “It is neither
reasonable, nor valid nor legally
maitainable,” the judge added.

Eleven Muslims were killed
at Nardoa Gam on February 28,
2002, a day after Godhra train
carnage. Among the accused are
former BJP minister Maya
Kodnani and Babu Bajrangi.  

NARODA GAM CASE

Court rejects
application to
examine public
prosecutors

SMC COLLECTS 

1,600 metric

tonnes of waste daily

OF WHICH
35.6% biodegradable
13.5% non-removal waste 
11.2% recyclable waste
10.8% textile
7.4% plastic
8.2% paper
2.4% construction debris
0.9% e-waste

Babu Bajrangi
is one of
the accused

Ahmedabad: Union Minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal on
Saturday said that various eco-
nomic reforms undertaken by
the Modi government in the last
three years dealt a big blow to
“shadow economy”, estimated
to be at 23 per cent. 

Speaking on the sidelines ofa
convocation ceremony of
Entrepreneurship Development
Institute of India (EDII) in
Ahmedabad, Meghwal said, “In
the last three years, we have laid
a strong foundation for economic
reforms that has helped in in-
creasing economic activity. We
have taken up several reforms for
financial inclusion like Jan Dhan
scheme, social security measures
and pushed forth a move to-
wards digital transaction. We
have managed to give a big blow
to the shadow economy which is
estimated at 23 per cent and at-
tacked it through our policies.
Where shadow economies
weakened, our tax net grew and
we can see our tax net increasing
due to this. Our revenue collec-
tion has increased and the num-
ber of people paying income tax
has also increased that will bring
in more money for the develop-
ment ofthe nation,” the Minister
of State for Finance and
Corporate Affairs said. 

Meghwal, who was chief
guest at the event, told the young
graduates that the 21st century
belonged to Asia and in particu-
lar India. ENS 

THREE YEARS OF NDA GOVT

PM Modi’s biggest failure on
agriculture, rural front: Cong
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AHEAD OF the Assembly elec-
tions in the state, senior BJP lead-
ers on Saturday told party work-
ers to make people aware of the
BJP government’s “public-ori-
ented development projects” and
the “dual politics” ofthe Congress
as part ofits booth-level outreach
programme — vistarak yojna —
between May 28 and June 5. 

Taking part in a three-day
vistarak training workshop for
Ahmedabad city here, state BJP
president told party workers,
“With the centenary celebration
of (BJP ideologue) Deendayal
Upadhyaya and the (Gujarat)
Assembly election coinciding
this year, let us resolve to win 150
(of the total 182) seats as a real
tribute to the late visionary.”

“Vistaraks have the duty to
strengthen the booths assigned
to them,” said state BJP vice-
president I K Jadeja as he
stressed on the need to lay the
foundation ofvictory in 2017 and
subsequently the 2019 Lok

Sabha Lok Sabha elections.
He asked party workers to

observe the performance of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and apply it in the organisation
to get desired results. “Vistarak
yojana is a tool to reach the base...
Let our workers fan from house
to house and approach people
with literature of state govern-
ment schemes. It is the job ofvis-
taraks to take the achievements
of Chief Minister Vijay Rupani to
the people,” Jadeja added. 

“This approach will help peo-
ple in accepting the BJP ideology.
The way Mahatma Gandhi and
Sardar Patel worked for swaraj
(self-rule), PM Narendra Modi
has worked for surajya (good
governance),” Jadeja said.

A mobile app was also
launched at the workshop. 
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PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
will inaugurate a pumping station
on Kutch branch canal of Na-
rmada project near Bhachau town
in Kutch district and will lay the
foundation stone for six projects
of Kandla Port Trust (KPT), worth
around Rs 1,000 crore, when he
will be visiting the Saurashtra-
Kutch region on Monday.

Modi will land at Bhuj airport
on Monday and then fly to
Gandhidham where he will lay
the foundation stone for
Babasaheb Ambedkar Co-
nvention Centre. The KPT is con-
structing the convention centre
at a cost of Rs 15.26 crore. 

The Prime Minister will also
lay foundation stones for two
cargo berths at Kandla port to be
built at a cost of Rs 531 crore. He
will hand over papers for pur-
chase of two mobile harbour
cranes for Kandla port. These
cranes will be purchased at a cost
of Rs 94 crore. He is also sched-
uled to address a public gather-
ing at Gandhidham.    

From Gandhidham, the PM
will fly to Bhachau and dedicate a
pumping station to the nation. He

will also address a public meeting
near the pumping station. 

The pumping house has been
constructed at a cost of Rs 148
crore. It will lift water 18 metre
high and flow it in the KBC sec-
tion flowing towards Anjar and
Mandvi. 

“The Bhachua pumping sta-
tion will pump water till the tail
of the KBC, which is 357 km long,
out of which, construction has
been completed for 266 km,” B
Srinivasan, superintending en-
gineer of the KBC said. 

This will be Modi’s second
visit to Kutch after becoming
Prime Minister in 2014. 

He had visited the area in
December 2015 to address a
conference of director generals
of police. 

PM Modi
will lay
foundation
for six
projects .

PM to visit Kutch-Saurashtra tomorrow

Govt dealt a
blow to shadow
economy, 
says Meghwal
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At training workshop, BJP leaders tell
cadres to lay foundation for 2019 win

Ahmedabad: Around 2,500
people from the Muslim
community joined the BJP
at the party’s Minority
Morcha meeting at Vadad
village near Thasra in
Kheda district on Saturday.
Claiming this, Morcha pres-
ident Sufi Maheboob Ali
Chishti said among those
who joined the party were
700 followers of spiritual
head of the community
Sufi Sakhi Bava. “The peo-
ple attended in large num-
bers in the presence ofsen-
ior ministers
Bhupendrasinh Chudasma
and Atmaram Parmar as
well as MPs Deveusinh
Chauhan and Prabhatsinh
Chauhan,” Chishti said. 

He said sarpanchs of
seven villages and an
Independent  leader from
Thasra, Saiyed Irshad Ali,
also joined the BJP. ENS 

2,500 Muslims
joined party: BJP


