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Setu to better 
posting?

Chief minister Vijay Rupani
has asked the state admini-

stration to
carry out a
two-month long
Seva Setu
public grievan-
ce redressal
drive from

September 1 which will end just
before the model election code
of conduct comes into force.
Rupani wants the drive to be
successful as it will be the last
impression on people’s mind
before the elections are held in
the state. Many officials believe
that their performance in this
drive will help them in getting
better posting if BJP comes to
power again. Dhananjay

Dwivedi, in-charge secretary,
administrative reforms and
training division, has been
anchoring the last phase of Seva
Setu programme.

Officer’s choice

Awoman IAS officer, who
heads an important port-

folio, has proposed appointment
of her husband as a member of
her department’s technical
advisory committee. Many senior
officials are against this move as,
according to them, this is against
the service rules. “The officer’s
husband, who is a businessman,
doesn’t have the requisite qualifi-

cation for this post,” said an
official. If sources are to be
believed, the appointment has
already been cleared by the chief
secretary and the chief minister’s
office. However according to
some insiders, it’s likely to be
scrapped as the government
doesn’t want to create any
controversy in the run-up to the
elections.

Waiting for 
Centre’s nod

SAparna, principal secretary
to the CM, is going on depu-

tation to the World Bank, and the
post of resident commissioner of

Gujarat in New
Delhi is also
vacant. Accor-
ding to sour-
ces, the prime
minister’s
office has been

approached by the state govern-
ment for guidance to fill the
crucial post in the CMO. Howe-
ver, the government is yet to
receive any instruction from the
Centre. The frontrunners for the
post are Pankaj Kumar, princi-
pal secretary, revenue; Rajiv
Gupta, principal secretary, labour
& employment; P D Vaghela,
commissioner, commercial tax;
Sunaina Tomar, principal secreta-
ry, education; Manoj Das, princi-
pal secretary, industry & mines;
Jayanti Ravi, principal secretary,
health & family welfare; S J
Haider, principal secretary,

tourism; and J P Gupta, principal
secretary, water resources. For
the resident commissioner, the
state government has reportedly
proposed the name of Arti
Kanwar, special commissioner,
commercial tax. There is a
possibility that there may not be
any regular appointment in the
CMO till the elections are over.

Aggarwal file

After taking a few
months to decide who’ll

handle the inquiry into
Manoj Aggarwal’s role in
an alleged irregular land
allotment, the state government
has reportedly tasked former
ACS-rank officer Varun Maira

and Manoj
Kumar Das,
principal secre-
tary, industry &
mines. Aggar-
wal, who was
formerly the

managing director of Gujarat
Industrial Development Corpora-
tion (GIDC) is currently working
as development commissioner.

Net score

Though there are differences
in the size and character of

the four major municipal corpo-
rations of the state, namely
Ahmedabad, Surat, Vadodara
and Rajkot, it seems, at least on
WhatsApp, Ahmedabad munici-
pal chief Mukesh Kumar is being

outdone by his counterparts.
Surat municipal commissioner 

M Thenasa-

ran and
Vadodara
municipal
commissioner
Vinod Rao are
miles ahead as

far as social media presence is
concerned. Rajkot municipal

chief, Banchhanid-
hi Pani, is also not
lagging far behind.
However, the most
senior among the
four, Kumar, who
also handles
probably bigger

issues, is not known for posting
much on social media. So, on the
internet, it’s advantage Surat and
Vadodara.

No wriggling out

According to secretariat
sources, a young IAS officer

who was transferred from
Vadodara to Gandhinagar, is
doing his best to prevent initia-
tion of a formal departmental
inquiry against him. His name
has surfaced in a corruption
case. The officer recently met
key officials in the chief mini-
ster’s office to push the matter
under the rug, but his efforts
haven’t borne fruit. In fact, a
senior officer said that the
overtures of the young IAS
officer, to assert his innocence,
haven’t been appreciated by
most. 

TRUE LIES

Ahmedabad: Former Cong-
ress leader Shankersinh 
Vaghela, 77, is yet to make clear
his political plans. He also resig-
ned as Congress MLA in the
presence of senior BJP leaders
this month.

Speaking to his supporters
at his bungalow in Gandhina-
gar on Sunday, the veteran poli-
tician ruled out that he was floa-
ting any outfit or forming a
third front. Vaghela had alrea-
dy clarified that he was not go-
ing back to the BJP which he
had quit in the 1990s. 

Around 500 of his suppor-
ters gathered at his bungalow
passed a resolution asking Vag-

hela to raise people’s core issue
even if he doesn’t want to join
any political party.

Vaghela's supporters pas-
sed a resolution urging him to
“become active in order to ease
the pains of people of Gujarat
who are facing many problems
at present”. The resolution,
which was shared with journa-
lists, was passed at the meeting
by around 250 supporters of
Vaghela.

Vaghela accepted the reso-
lution and said that he will raise
Gujarat’s core problems such as
unemployment, problems due
to GST, and poor health and edu-

cation infrastructure. His move
started the speculation that he
will soon announce a forum
through which he will try to
play politics in the 2017 assem-
bly elections. 

Interestingly, none of the 13
former Congress MLAs, belie-
ved to be Vaghela loyalists, was
present at the Gandhinagar me-
eting. Three of Vaghela suppor-
ters have already joined the BJP
and remaining are about to join
the saffron party.

Observers believe that Vag-
hela will now make moves to da-
mage the Congress in the as-
sembly elections. Vaghela’s
supporters claimed that vario-
us sections of the society, inclu-
ding businessmen, farmers,
students and women, have a fee-
ling that they were left to fend
for themselves. Supporters ur-
ged Vaghela to "become active"
in order to put an end to people’s
problems.

After the meeting, Vaghela
insisted that the gathering was

not political. He said the mee-
ting was not aimed at exploring
the possibility of floating a par-
ty or a third front ahead of the
assembly polls. "This was a gat-
hering to discuss various issues
concerning people and how we
can help them. There was no
talk about floating a party or
forming a third front. As peo-
ple's sufferings are mounting,
my supporters wanted me to
work with them and ease peo-
ple’s pain,” Vaghela told journa-
lists.

When asked how he is plan-
ning to take up these issues,
Vaghela said, "I will keep you in-
formed about what and how I
will do it."While addressing his
supporters, Vaghela asked
them to take care of each of the
182 constituencies in Gujarat.

The resolution passed by his
supporters clearly hinted that
Vaghela is planning a non-poli-
tical forum through which he
will try to stay relevant in poli-
tics in changed times.”

Says He Will
Work To Highlight 

Core Problems 
Of People

Not forming third front: Bapu

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Get ready for
some exciting water rides in
the coming months with
Flow Rides, Water flyboard,
KAbyss, Water house now ad-
ded to itinerary of the Kanka-
ria lake-front. For the first ti-
me, the civic body has propo-
sed a 20-year term for an en-
tertainment park company to
operate the famous water
park at the Kankaria lake.

“We had wanted to increa-
se entertainment activities at

Kankaria. The present agen-
cy said that they would invest
more in the water rides that
will suit today’s demands,”
said a senior AMC official. 

The present term of the
operating firm had ended on
August 17, after which the
AMC has now proposed to the
standing committee to provi-
de an extension to the compa-
ny. The company will invest
close to Rs11.5 crore in the wa-
ter park after extension of
term claim AMC officials. 

“Earlier, the company
used to pay Rs18 lakh per year
as rent to AMC, now that will
be increased to Rs 43.50 lakh
along with GST charges,” sa-
ys the AMC official. The offi-
cial also assured that most of
the rides at Jaldhara will be
affordable to the normal pub-
lic .TNN

Kankaria to
get new

water rides

Ahmedabad: In a bid to ta-
ke digital literacy and
knowledge of entreprene-
urship to rural communi-
ties, the Entrepreneurship
Development Institute of
India (EDII), Bhat, Gand-
hinagar, has begun the
‘World on Wheels’ project.

Currently to be laun-
ched with five buses, each
of them covering one state
among Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat,
Odisha, and Andhra Pra-
desh, the classes in buses
will be on Union govern-
ment projects like ‘Digital
India’, ‘Start Up India,
Stand Up India,’ and
others. The main focus of
the project is to teach ent-
repreneurship to those li-
ving in rural areas.

Dr Sunil Shukla, direc-
tor of EDII, confirmed the
development and said that
the mobile classes will be
launched within two we-
eks to impart knowledge
on entrepreneurship, fi-
nancial literacy and other
issues according to vario-
us initiatives of the go-
vernment.

Shukla said that the bu-
ses will be stationed at vil-
lages according to the con-
venience of villagers and

their needs. “The buses
will be there at evenings, so
that women can also parti-
cipate in large numbers,”
he stressed.

“EDII’s target is to em-
power underprivileged
groups to join the mainst-
ream through familiarity
with information techno-
logy. In this way, they will
be better aware of various
schemes and programmes
of the governments, and
they would also be better
informed about their
rights,” he said.

Each bus under the pro-
ject is expected to impact
3,500 persons annually and
will target school students,
youth and women. Apart
from digital literacy, the
mobile classes in buses
will also focus on dissemi-
nating literacy on water,
sanitation and hygiene, in-
novations in science, tech-
nology, engineering, mat-

hematics, health and nut-
rition issues of women and
children etc.

Each IT-enabled bus
will have 20 seats and will
be powered by green ener-
gy. Numerous software sui-
tes and cloud integration
will support the computers
on board. To create the ex-
pected impact, each bus
will reach 17,000 individu-
als living in remote re-
gions every year. Each bus
will tour at least 20 schools
in rural areas.

The buses will be enab-
led with services to sup-
port digital literacy trai-
ning, empowering of com-
mon service centres, e-
Education for school and
college students, tele-con-
sultancy and videoconfe-
rencing for relevant gro-
ups, financial inclusion
through bank linkages,
entrepreneurship trai-
ning for youths and etc.

EDII to roll out startup
classes in buses

‘World On
Wheels’ Will
Reach Out To

Villagers 

Ahmedabad: Gujarat Foren-
sic Sciences University
(GFSU) on August 11 got an e-
Discovery system from the US-
based Capital Novus firm. The
firm has given the digital ana-
lytic engine worth Rs 12 crore
to the university. GSU has star-
ted a new course for operation
of the engine. 

Dr M S Dahiya, director, In-
stitute of Forensic Science
(IFS), GFSU, and Geeta Shing-
ala, chairman, Capital Novus,

signed an MoU for the purpose
in presence of Dr J M Vyas, di-
rector general, GFSU, and
Dharmesh Shingala, CEO, Ca-
pital Novus.

Dr Vyas said that the Guja-
rati couple wanted to collabo-
rate with India-based organi-
zation for providing a cutting-
edge cyber forensics technolo-
gy for smart analytic of the
era of Big Data. 

Talking to TOI, Dharmesh
Shingala said that e-Discovery
refers to identifying, collec-
ting and producing electroni-
cally-stored information (ESI)
primarily for legal purposes. 

“Today, even a small inves-
tigation requires countless in-
formation sources - mobile da-
ta, computer data, email data,
social media profiles and so
on. The available data is also
in wide range of formats, ad-
ding to the complexity of ope-
rations. A person cannot pos-
sibly go through everything
and connect the dots. The said
system comes to help. It has
specially designed algorithms
that run analytic engine and
point towards newer areas
that are not even in the prima-
ry stage of investigation,” he
said. 

GFSU gets
e-Discovery

system 

Ahmedabad: The Indian
Army’s Golden Katar Divi-
sion organized a Duathlon at
Gandhinagar for Officers of
its various formations and
units. The event was flagged
off by Air Officer Comman-
ding-in-chief Air Marshal
RK Dhir of SWAC at milita-
ry station in Gandhinagar.

Some 60 officers of vario-
us age and service seniority
participated in the event.
The strenuous event of Du-
athlon included 25 km cyc-
ling, 10 km running followed
by firing with personal com-
bat weapons. 

A Triathlon will also be
held on August 22. The event
will include 750 meters
swimming, 20 km cycling
and 10 km running followed
by firing with personal com-
bat weapons. The division
plans to organize more such
events in the future.

The events are aimed at
promoting the idea of adop-
ting endurance building ac-
tivities like running, cycling
and swimming as hobby,
apart from the rigours routi-
ne that is part of a soldier’s
training and fitness regi-
men. TNN

Duathlon held at
military station 

Ahmedabad: His father Ta-
herali migrated to the Gulf 70
years ago and established the
roots of family business.
Mustafa Saasa, the second
generation non-resident Indi-
an businessman, has expan-
ded the business with envi-
ronmental awareness in UAE.
Saasa, who was in Ahmed-
abad, talked on Saturday abo-
ut his mission to save water
and promoting charity thro-
ugh his organizations. He also
delivered a lecture on on bu-
siness ties between two
nations.

“We trace our roots
to Lunavada in Panch-
mahal. As my father
was good with English
and accounting, he got a
chance to go to Bahrain in
1944,” said Saasa.

Speaking about his father,
he said, “He worked for vario-
us firms till 1958 after which
he decided to start his own bu-

ilding materials business in
Dubai.” Saasa added that the-
ir firm is one of the older
firms in Deira area of Dubai,
the traditional business hub
of the city, and thus enjoys

special privileges.
Saasa shares a bond with

Ahmedabad as he was educa-
ted at St Xavier’s School in

Mirzapur and also set up Sar-
rahraj Enterprise here. He la-
ter went on to get degrees
from England and took over
his family business. Today he
is a member of World Water
Council and secretary gene-
ral of Dubai’s Building Mate-
rial Trading Group of Dubai’s
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries.

“Water conservation is
one of my life missions and
we have worked extensively
in parched areas of Gulf for
water harvesting and recyc-
ling,” Saasa said. “In several
areas of UAE and Yemen, one
can find water below 5,000 fe-
et. Speaking about his phi-
lanthropic activities, Saasa
said, “Another of my pas-
sions is to promote the next

generation by providing them
resources in form of scholars-
hips and opportunities.” He
added that Dubai has sizeable
Indian and Gujarati popula-
tions that have preserved the-
ir culture in a foreign land.

Mustafa Saasa Wants To Build Bridge From Gulf 
Bharat.Yagnik@timesgroup.com
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The main focus of the project is to teach entrepreneurship to those
living in rural areas

ROOTS & WINGS

Participants at the event, organized by Indian Army’s Golden
Katar Division, held at military station in Gandhinagar 
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Ahmedabad: The Indian Institute of Mana-
gement-Ahmedabad (IIM-A) is likely to an-
nounce the appointment of its new director
on August 29. The current director, Ashish
Nanda, had announced in April that he wo-
uld step down in September. The announce-
ment will be made after holding a meeting
with the IIM-A board members and the facul-
ty council. IIM-A has hired a placement
agency to select the new director. The agency,
Amrop, has branches in 50 countries. Sour-
ces in the IIM-A said that a placement agency
was being hired for the first time to find a
new director. Earlier, directors were appoin-
ted on the advice of the board members. A
committee formed by the institute will be as-
sisted by the agency.

Highly placed sources said that five na-

mes, including three from the institute, are
doing the rounds as the most likely candida-
tes. Those from the IIM-A are: Professor Ne-
harika Vora of the faculty of organizational
behaviour, Professor Arvind Sahay of the fa-
culty of marketing and the head of the India
Gold Policy Centre, and Professor Rakesh Ba-
sant of the faculty of economics and the dean
of alumni and external relations.

Sources said that Vijay Govindrajan, a
professor at Dartmouth College’s Tuck Scho-
ol of Business in the US and Marvin Bower
fellow at the Harvard Business School, is the
other favourite. Another name has been pro-
posed by the placement agency but it is not yet
disclosed. 

The names will be put before IIM-A chair-
man Kumar Mangalam Birla, who has been
monitoring the selection procedure. Sources
said that the Prime Minister’s Office too has
been informed about the proposed names.
Nanda had resigned citing personal reasons;
he said he wants to spend time with his family.
He will complete four years of his five-year te-
nure in September. 

IIM-A may pick new
director on Aug 29

B-School Has Hired
Placement Agency 

Ashish.Chauhan@timesgroup.com

Promoting water conservation


