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Ahmedabad: Police not only
responded to a call from peo-
ple who were stopped by so-
called cow vigilantes near Od-
hav late on Friday night but
also helped them bring back
their male buffaloes. The catt-
le were allegedly being bro-
ught from kathlal for ‘sacrifi-
ce’ during Bakr Eid.

Some residents of Daria-
pur and Shahpur had appa-
rently gone to Kathlal to buy
male buffaloes for Bakr Eid.

“When they were coming
back, they were stopped by a
group of so-called cow vigi-
lantes near Odhav fire sta-
tion. Fearing lynching, the
cattle owners who were with
vehicles carrying male buffa-
loes, ran away for safety,” a po-
lice official said.

The officer further said
that some community leaders
had then contacted them at
about 2 am in the night and
narrated the incident.

“We soon dispatched a te-
am led by Odhav police to the

spot where their vehicles we-
re intercepted. However we
found the vehicles but not the
buffaloes. We then conducted
a search and found the buffa-
loes which were then retur-
ned to the owners,” the police
officer said.

Police further said that
the persons to whom the male
buffaloes belonged had refrai-
ned from lodging a complaint.
An officer said that strict in-
structions have been given by
city police commissioner AK
Singh. 

“The city police chief has
said that at no cost should ille-
gal meat or cows for slaughter
be allowed. He has also direc-
ted that the right to legally sa-
crifice some identified ani-
mals should not be violated,”
apolice officer.

It may be noted that Ah-
medabaqd police commissio-
ner had instructed his offi-
cers not to act on dubious re-
ports without verifying them
“We will allow nobody to take
the law into his hands,” the
police officer said.

Cops recover
buffaloes seized

by ‘gau-rakshaks’

Ahmedabad: The swine flu de-
ath march continues in the state,
as seven people including four in
the city, succumbed to the deadly
H1N1virus on Saturday. The swi-
ne flu death toll in 2017 has now
reached 323 in Gujarat.

According to a statement
from the Gujarat government,
197 fresh cases of swine flu were
reported in the state on Saturday.
With this number of swine flu
cases in the state has reached
4,210 this year.

The statement claimed, “On-
ly 197 new cases of swine flu were
reported in the last 24 hours,
while 347 patients have been dis-
charged from hospital. This me-
ans that the number of people
discharged and cured is more
than the people admitted to ho-

spitals due to swine flu.”
The statement further cla-

ims that the mortality rate of
H1N1 is around 7.5%, which lo-
wer than the 10% mortality rate
seen in cases of viral infections.
However, analysis of past figu-
res shows that the mortality rate
is 7.67% this year and it is 10.89%
from 2009 till now. 

From 2009 to August 26, 2017,
the state has reported 1,658 de-
aths and 15,224 cases of swine flu.

According to the govern-
ment’s figures, as many as 81per-
sons have died due to swine flu in
the last eight days and 1,696 cases
of the H1N1were detected across
the state.

“At present, 1,204 patients of
swine flu are hospitalized across
the state and 21 patients are on
ventilators (life support system)

at various hospitals,” said the
statement.

According to a statement
from the Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation, 64 new cases and
four deaths were reported in the
city on Saturday. As many as 12
swine flu patients are on life sup-
port and 11are on Bi-PAP (bilevel
positive airway pressure) ma-
chines.

It also said that the state ad-
ministration has been monito-
ring and inspecting quality of
treatment at private hospitals
and if deviations are found, noti-
ces will be slapped on erring ho-
spitals. People in contact with
the swine flu patients, will be
tracked for 10 days, to prevent in-
fection. On Saturday, 927 such
persons were traced, the state-
ment said.

Four Deaths in
A’bad; Gujarat

Toll At 323
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Seven more succumb to
swine flu in the state

Ahmedabad: Another post-
Godhra riots case with wit-
nesses turning hostile and
poor police investigation
has resulted in the acquittal
of the accused persons.

Earlier this week, Guja-
rat high court upheld the ac-
quittal of eight persons in a
case of criminal conspiracy,
loot, arson and rioting after
the victims did not identify
the accused persons before
the trial court.

The incident of rioting
in question took place at Ka-
lol town in Panchmahal dis-
trict after the Godhra carna-
ge of 2002. A mob of about
100 people targeted a small
population of Muslims. No
deaths were reported, but
properties were looted and
burnt in this episode of rio-
ting.

In all, six different cases
were tried at a district court
in Godhra. The court acquit-
ted all the accused. Of these
six cases, the state govern-
ment challenged the acquit-
tals in two cases only. A
complainant filed an appeal
in one case, but the HC dis-

missed it because nobody
turned up for the procee-
dings, whereas the orders in
three cases remained un-
challenged.

After hearing the appe-
als, Justice A S Dave and R P
Dholaria concluded that the
seven Muslim witnesses,
who were common for the
two criminal cases that were
in appeal, could not identify
the accused persons during
their deposition before the
trial court.

The HC noticed that the
investigating officer, Babu
Variya, had filed the comp-
laint and investigated the
case himself. “Being the
complainant, this action ta-
ints the investigation,” the
judges observed.

The court also found that
the accused were arrested

very late. The statements of
witnesses were also recor-
ded at a belated stage. The
second investigating officer
admitted that he did not in-
vestigate the accused per-
sons at all and filed the char-
gesheet. The HC also found
striking contradictions in
the witnesses’ testimonies
before the court.

The HC upheld the acqu-
ittal, but made it clear that
the Muslim families had lost
property and there was
ample evidence in this re-
gard. “They can seek dama-
ges according to the central
or state governments’ sche-
mes,” the court order reads.

HC upholds acquittal of 8 in
2002 Panchmahal riots case

Ahmedabad: A nine-year-old
boy, Kapil Dodiyar, who is said
to be mentally unsound, went
missing from his house in Ma-
ninagar. His father, Mukesh
Dodiyaar, a mason has lodged
a missing person’s complaint
with Maninanagar police. He
stated that Kapil went missing
while playing with his friends
on Friday afternoon. Police of-
ficials said Kapil is not men-
tally sound and has gone mis-
sing earlier as well. 

“The first time was two ye-
ars ago and the second time
was a year ago. We have aler-
ted all city police stations and
flashed his pictures. He is wea-
ring a pair of blue jeans and a
white shirt,” said a senior Ma-
ninagar police station offici-
al.

9-year-old
missing in
Maninagar

Ahmedabad: A man from
Sharjah in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) turned 3kg
of gold into wire, hid it in a
ceiling fan and then tried to
smuggle it into India thro-
ugh the Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International airport
in Ahmedabad on Saturday.

The man, identified as
Shaikh Abdullah, who arri-
ved in Ahmedabad from
Sharjah on an Air Arabia
flight, was caught by Air In-
telligence Unit (AIU) of Cus-
toms at the city airport.

“On finding his behavio-
ur suspicious, we screened
again and he was found in
possession of around 3kg of
gold, with a market value of
Rs 82 lakh, ” said a source in
Customs..

“Abdullah had turned
the gold into wire and conce-
aled it in a ceiling fan that he
carried from Sharjah to Ah-
medabad,” added the sour-

ce.
Abdullah is liable to pay

an import duty of Rs 26 lakh
on gold he tried to smuggle
in.

“This case is unique as
the passenger first conver-
ted the gold into wire form,
to smuggle it. The screening
machine would only see the
gold as black wire in the fan. 

As AIU officials found
his movements suspicious,
they screened him again
and found the gold inside a
ceiling fan which was pack-
ed in a box,” said sources.

Sources said the authori-
ties have not come across
this modus operandi earlier.
“Smugglers use different
and sometimes bizzare modi
operandi, like concealing
gold in undergarments or in
their private parts. 

This person went thro-
ugh much effort to convert
the gold into wire but was ul-
timately caught by Cus-
toms,” said a source.

Man caught with
gold hidden as
wire at SVPI

Ahmedabad:A alumni body of the
Indian Institute of Managements
(IIMs) called ‘Global IIM Alum Net-
work’ has written an open letter to
the board members of all premier
management institutes in the co-
untry, asking for an increase in di-
versity and inclusion of under-re-
presented communities at research
and teaching levels.

The forum requested the IIMs to
improve diversity at research and
teaching positions. The group had
in April demanded that IIMs be gi-
ven autonomy if they are ready to
include reservations in faculty ap-
pointments.

The open letter by the alumn
network reads, “The diversity profi-
le at the faculty level is stark with
only a few people (less than 3%) co-
ming from Scheduled Castes (SC),
Scheduled Tribes (ST) and Other
Backward Classes (OBC) profile.”

“Only two faculty members co-
me from the historically oppressed
and under-represented SC commu-
nity and there is absolutely no pre-
sence of ST faculty members at the
10 IIMs which provided the data,”

claimed the letter sent to TOI.
“The PAN IIM World Manage-

ment conference held at IIM Ah-
medabad in December 2016 acknow-
ledged the need to train people from
under represented castes for facul-
ty positions under its FPM (Fellow
Programme in Management) pro-
gramme. However, the initiative

by the government, must take re-
sponsibility to contribute towards
the nation's growth by serving its
population, not just out of compul-
sion but to improve itself. There has
to be a mandatory and conscientio-
us effort in this direction.

“All subjects in management
stream require an understanding of
complex human and social beha-
vior, which comes naturally with a
diverse experience. Hence, the in-
stitutes must take urgent steps to
improve the diversity profile within
the campus at research and tea-
ching level. This will help the insti-
tutes to perform better academical-
ly and professionally and will im-
prove the overall ranking of IIMs at
the world stage,” it said.

has not been taken by leaders of IIM
Ahmedabad, IIM Banglore and IIM
Calcutta. It has been taken up by
IIM Kashipur and IIM Raipur. None
of the top IIMs even mention in app-
lication brochure that they encou-
rage diverse people from diverse so-
cial profiles,” it said.

“The institutes have experience
of teaching SC, ST and OBC stu-
dents for 60 years and still have not
recognized the usefulness of diver-
sity. For improving the diversity
profile at the teaching level, which
the institutes claim to achieve, they
have not even tried to improve the
intake level at research positions,”
it alleged.

The alumni network said that
IIMs, being public institutes funded

Improve diversity in IIM faculty, research: Alumni body

Ahmedabad: The body of 93-
year-old Rasiklal Mehta-
—who retired as an engineer

with a state
electricity
company-
—was found in
his en suite
bathroom at
his home in

Darshan Society, near Vedant
Hospital in the Navrangpura
area of the city on Saturday
morning. Mehta had been
smothered to death with a pil-
low and his postmortem reve-
aled injuries to the back of his
head, inflicted by a blunt wea-
pon.

The perpetrator left the
scene in the Mehta family car,
which was parked outside the
house, after stealing the key
from the drawing room. Police
have recovered CCTV footage
from the scene and from along
the route the suspect took af-
ter the incident.

Joint teams of Navrang-
pura police and city crime
branch are investigating mul-
tiple leads and a team was sent

to Prantij in north Gujarat on
the basis of a specific input.
City police hope to solve the
case in a short while.

Navrangpura police said
Kamlesh Mehta, 58, is a busi-
nessman in the engineering
industry. He lives at Darshan
Society with his father Rasik-
lal, wife Rupal and daughter
Dhwani. According to his sta-
tement, his siblings — brother
Bhavin and sister Harsha —
had visited Rasiklal on Friday
evening. Kamlesh and his wi-
fe had gone to a Ganesh pandal
in the night. They returned at
11.45pm and went to sleep.

“On Saturday, Kamlesh’s
wife wanted to go to yoga
class, but could not find the
car key at 6am and went back
to bed. At 7am, his daughter
asked for the keys. As the keys
were not at the usual place, the
family decided to use the extra
key that was kept in Rasiklal’s
room. They found his door
locked from the inside and he
did not respond to repeated
banging. The family then ac-
cessed the room from a door
that opens into the garden,”
said R V Desai, inspector of
Navrangpura police station,
adding that the family also re-

alized that the car was mis-
sing from driveway.

The family found Rasiklal
lying in the bathroom with
blood oozing out of his nose
and ears. A blood-smeared pil-
low was found nearby. Police
deduced that he had been asp-
hyxiated to death. The perpet-
rator arranged the pillows in
his bed to create the illusion
that Rasiklal was sleeping.
There were signs of a struggle
in the room and the place had
been rummaged through. An
electronic safe, however, co-
uld not be opened by the accu-
sed, said investigators.

Car Stolen;
Motive Not
Yet Clear

93-year-old murdered in Navrangpura

The victim’s body being taken out at Darshan Society in Navrangpura area on Saturday

Yogesh Chawda
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Ahmedabad: R K Chaturve-
di, the chairman of Central
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE), who was in
Gandhinagar on Saturday to
meet representatives of
CBSE schools from Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh
and Maharashtra, said that
fees charged by schools affili-
ated to the central board sho-
uld follow norms fixed by re-
spective state governments.

“Our affiliation bylaws
say the fee should be com-
mensurate with infrastruc-
ture and facilities offered by
the school. The quantum of
fee should be on par with the
(respective) state govern-
ment's norms,” Chaturvedi
said, speaking to reporters at
the Entrepreneurship Deve-
lopment Institute of India
(EDII) in Bhat village, Gand-
hinagar.

Chaturvedi further said
that the information on fees
should be put in public doma-
in and logical explanation
should be given as to the ba-
sis of charging fees.

Chaturvedi's statement
comes when CBSE schools
have moved the Gujarat high
court against the state go-
vernment's decision to regu-

late fees of all private scho-
ols, including the CBSE- affi-
liated ones, through the Gu-
jarat Self-Financed Schools
(Regulation of Fees) Act,
2017.

The state government
had in April introduced the
act to regulate fees charged
by private schools through
fee regulatory committees.
The annual fee limits presc-
ribed in the act for primary,
secondary and higher secon-
dary schools are Rs15,000,
Rs25,000 and Rs27,000, re-
spectively. 

Chaturvedi also said that
CBSE is thinking of giving
accreditation to its affiliated
schools on the lines of accre-
ditations given by universiti-
es.

“We are discussing
norms for accreditation. It
will decide where the school

stands in terms of quality,
through a third-party evalu-
ation. It will be then easy for
parents to decide how one
school is better than the
other,” he said.

However, Chaturvedi did
not divulge whether the ac-
creditation will be done by a
government agency or inde-
pendent one.

“Results, quality of edu-
cation, parents’ and tea-
chers’ satisfaction, reten-
tion of teachers, index of
happiness, infrastructure,
fee, sports. All these parame-
ters will form the basis of
evaluating schools. We will
begin the process from this
academic year and imple-
ment it by next year,” he said.

Chaturvedi also met re-
presentatives of CBSE scho-
ols from Gujarat, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Maha-
rashtra and discussed with
them the board's decision to
do away with school-based
examination in Class X, and
addition of applied entrepre-
neurship as a vocational sub-
ject for Classes XII and XII.

“We want to associate
ourselves with EDII in re-
gard to additional vocational
courses. The concept has be-
en accepted, and details are
being worked out,” he said.

R K Chaturvedi, CBSE Chairman (L)
and Sunil Shukla, EDII director

TOI

‘CBSE schools must follow
state government fee norms’
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Mehta, 93, was a yoga en-
thusiast and was active.
He also drove the car. In-

vestigators said that they have
ruled out any enmity in family,
as his sons and two daughters
are well-settled. The family has
ties to BJP leader Surendra Pa-
tel, through the marriage of Pa-
tel and Mehta’s grandchildren.
Police looked for the domestic
help, who was found at his home. 

Investigators learned that a
theft had taken place at the
house earlier this year. Thus, the
old domestic help is under the
scanner. He was apprehended
but no charges were pressed. As
the residence was accessed us-
ing a duplicate key, police sus-
pect this may be the right direc-
tion to look into. The accused en-
tered the premises from behind
the bungalow, by scaling a wall.

Investigators added that the
perpetrator knew the house
well as the CCTV camera out-
side the bungalow was tam-
pered with. However, police
have found footage of a person
leaving the bungalow by revers-
ing the car out and leaving at
about 4.45am on Saturday. Offi-
cials said the security guard was
questioned about why he didn’t
stop the car at such an odd hour.
TNN

Was revenge
the motive?
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Ahmedabad: Navrangpura
police arrested a 52-year-old
man early on Saturday mor-
ning in connection with the
accident involving two blind
students on Ashram Road on
Friday. Darshan Shah, 52, a
resident of Gokul Flats near
Circuit House, Shahibaug,
was driving a car when the ve-
hicle hit two students waiting
for bus near Deaf and Mute
School on Friday night.

“The victims are students
of a physiotherapy course at
the school premises and live
at the hostel on campus. Shah
was apprehended soon after
the accident and was arres-
ted at 1.30am,” said a Nav-
rangpura police official.

Sources in VS Hospital sa-
id that two blind persons we-
re brought to the hospital late
on Friday night after the acci-
dent. Atul Avare, 24, suffered
superficial injuries to his
knee, elbow and forehead and
was given OPD treatment.
Avare is a native of Akola in
Maharashtra. The other vic-
tim, Annas Aiyer, 26, had in-
ternal bleeding in his sto-
mach and was operated on
immediately.

“Aiyer had suffered hem-
operitoneum, which means
the presence of blood in the

peritoneal cavity. Blood has
accumulated in the space bet-
ween the inner lining of the
abdominal wall and the inter-
nal abdominal organs. He un-
derwent surgery and is likely
to be kept in the medical in-
tensive care unit (MICU) for
at least two more days. His
condition is said to be stable
and he is out of danger,” said
a doctor at VS Hospital.

In an incident registered
on Saturday, Panna Thakor,
40, a resident of Thaltej, has
filed a complaint against a
woman car driver for hitting
her 17-year-old daughter and
fleeing. According to Tha-
kor’s complaint with A Divi-
sion traffic police station,
Riddhi was crossing the Thal-
tej underpass near Hebatpur
at 9.30pm on August 22 when a
car driver fled after hitting
Riddhi. She was taken to Sola
Civil Hospital and then to a
private hospital for treat-
ment. Investigators said that
the car driver has been iden-
tified as a resident of Gota.

Two Blind
Students

Were Injured

Police arrest driver for
Ashram Road accident

The HC upheld the
acquittal of the
accused in a case
of criminal
conspiracy, but
made it clear that
the Muslim
families had lost
property and there
was ample
evidence in this
regard
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Ahmedabad: A 17-year-old
girl has filed a complaint of
rape with Navrangpura poli-
ce against a youth. The accu-
sed was arrested on August
25.

According to the girl’s
complaint, her native place is
in Kutch and she had come to
her maternal uncle’s residen-
ce in Vadaj area one and a half
years ago. She then developed
a relationship with Sunil Ta-
heliyani, a local resident. Ta-
heliyani had promised to
marry her. 

She left her home in July
2016 and came to Ahmedabad,
when the accused allegedly
took her to a hotel on CG Road
and forced her into a physical
relationship. He then sent her
back home. After a few
months, she was taken to gy-
naecologist and was found to
be pregnant. The families
then met in Ahmedabad to
discuss the matter and Sunil
assured them he would marry
her as abortion was not pos-
sible.

Investigators said the vic-
tim gave birth to a daughter in
April 2017. According to the
complaint, Sunil and his fami-
ly refused to accept her, after
which she decided to lodge a
complaint. Sunil was booked
under the relevant sections of
IPC and POCSO, they added.

Youth arrested for
rape of minor
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Less Than 3%
Of Faculty From
SCs, STs, OBCs
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in July 2016 and
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when the accused
allegedly took her
to a hotel on CG
Road and forced
her into a physical
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