
Muslims take part in a  Muharram procession in Ahmedabad on Thursday. —HANIF SINDHI/DNA
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Fake Naga gun licence racket busted, two arrested
DNA Correspondent 
Correspondent@dnaindia.net 

Two people, allegedly in-
volved in a fake gun licenses 
racket and possessing around 
6 guns and 9 fake gun licens-
es, obtained from Nagaland 
on the basis of  false docu-
ments, were arrested by the 
city crime branch officials on 
Thursday. During the investi-
gation, the officials came to 
know 21 fake gun licenses 
were in possession of  the duo. 

According to the crime 
branch officials, the sleuths 
were informed about one of  

the accused, identified as 
Ayub Shikari. 

The accused allegedly ob-
tained fake gun licenses from 
Nagaland in July and along 
with a gun. Acting on it, an 
investigation was started by 
the officials during which 
they came to know that Ayub 
had got the license through a 
person identified as David in 
Nagaland.

The investigation revealed 
that there were many people 
in the city who had obtained 
the fake gun license through 
the same process and the peo-
ple who were providing the 

fake license. The accused, 
involved in the racket, were 
identified as Salim Pathan, 
Montu Namdar and Shreed-
har Derasari, providing fake 

licenses in Ahmedabad and 
Gandhinagar from January 
2017. It was also revealed that 
till now the accused have pro-
vided 21 people fake licenses. 

Out of  the 21 fake licenses, 
officials seized 9 licenses and 
6 guns which were in proces-
sion of  people. 

Rajdeep Zala, ACP of  Cy-
ber cell of  crime branch, 
said, “With the help of  fake 
documents, the Nagaland ac-
cused used to make fake gun 
licenses.” On the basis of  the 
license, accused used to pur-
chase Guns from Kolkata and 
Madhya Pradesh. In many of  

the case, the people who had 
obtained the licences didn’t 
even know it was fake” For 
the entire process of  the Fake 
gun license, the accused used 
to take Rs3.5lakh from the 
people and it was evenly dis-
tributed about the accused. 

Regarding the incident, 
Police have nabbed Ayub Shi-
kari,50, a resident of  Danil-
imda and Salim Pathan,56, a 
resident of  Jamalpur and 
further investigation regard-
ing the case is on. Officials 
suspect that the entire racket 
is huge and there are more 
people involved in it.

For representation

Now, ONGC goes paperless 
in Gujarat
DNA Correspondent
Correspondent@dnaindia.net

In line with the central gov-
ernment’s Digital India pro-
gramme, state-run ONGC 
has gone completely paper-
less in all its offices in Guja-
rat. The initiative is expect-
ed to raise efficiency and 
transparency level in the 
functioning of  Maharatna.

ONGC’s paperless office 
project, christened as DIS-
HA, was launched by Prime 
Minister at ONGC’s 
Ahmedabad asset through 
video conference on Mon-
day. According to a senior 
ONGC official, the PSU’s 
offices in Ahmedabad, 
Mehsana, Vadodara, Ankle-
shwar, Cambay and Hazira 
have gone paperless under 
the initiative.

“The initiative aims to 
carry out office works with-
out physical movement of  
paper documents and files. 
The project will create an 
electronic document man-
agement and electronic 
workflow environment to 
improve efficiency and en-
hance transparency in the 
day-to-day functioning of  
ONGC,” the Maharatna 
said.

The paperless project 
was implemented in 
ONGC’s offices in Delhi and 
Mumbai in July. 

Ahmedabad Bengalis soak in Ashtami festivities, city comes alive
DNA Correspondent
Correspondent@dnaindia.net

Durga Puja is always spe-
cial for Bengalis, and a day 
before the festival ends the 
fervour has reached the 
peak in Ahmedabad. The 
Bengalis are busy pandal 
hopping, feasting and hav-
ing a good time with family 
and friends.

At the Durga pandal at 
Ahmedabad Education So-
ciety Ground, the Ashtami 
celebrations started with 
Pushpanjali at around 9:00 
am, followed by Bhog Pras-
ad in the afternoon. 

The evening witnessed 
prayers in presence of  
thousands of  people, 
which was followed by a 
cultural programme and 

more celebrations.
“We call ourself  Pravasi 

Bengalis, people who are 
living outside Bengal. We 
have made the city our 
hometown in spirit. The 
celebration is equally en-

joyed by people of  all com-
munities. We believe Maa 
has come to her maternal 
home with her four kids. We 
meet and greet each other,” 
said Sonali Banerjee, a 
member of  Ahmedabad Ka-

libari Durgapuja.
A number of  Bengalis 

had observed Ashtami Up-
osh (fast) before the Push-
panjali - flower offerings to 
the Goddess. The ladies 
dressed in vibrant colours 

with bindis hopped into dif-
ferent pandals, while be-
lievers were silently pray-
ing. Besides the rituals and 
pujas, food is another at-
traction during the puja. 
The Bhog consisted of  kh-

ichdi with sabzi.
Professor Shankar 

Ghosh, vice principal of  So-
maiya College said, “Durga 
Puja is the largest socio-
cultural-religious event for 
Bengalis in the city, the best 
time for friends and family 
to get together. 

Any festival which any 
community celebrates, one 
shouldn’t feel it is just 
prayers which we offer. One 
should always visit places 
where prayers are offered 
as it has a positive vibra-
tion.” Kuntalica Basu, who 
was dressed in a beautiful 
traditional Bengali saree, 
said, “Durga Puja is our 
love, our pride, our happi-
ness. It is an extension of  
our identities.”

At the venue, various 

stalls were set up, including 
one set by BM Institute of  
Mental Health, for voca-
tional rehabilitation of  per-
sons with disabilities. 

There were also stalls of  
handicrafts and other 
open art exhibition stalls. 
It was a heavenly time for 
lovers, both literal as well 
as lovers of  art, food or 
beauty in general. Around 
5,000 devotees attended the 
Pushpanjali ceremony at 
the Durga Puja pandal set 
up by the Chandkheda Ben-
gal Cultural Association at 
Chandkheda.

On Friday, the last day 
of  the Puja, there will be 
prayers and bhog prasad. 
The organisers are ex-
pecting about 3,000 devo-
tees to attend.

Bengalis at the Durga puja pandal at Ahmedabad Education Society Ground on Thursday.
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GFSU to be 
upgraded
Ahmedabad: Upgrada-
tion of  Gujarat Forensic 
Sciences University in 
Gandhinagar is a part of  
the Rs 25,000-crore um-
brella scheme of  Mod-
ernisation of  Police 
Forces approved by the 
Union Cabinet on 
Wednesday. Chief  Minis-
ter Vijay Rupani and 
deputy CM Nitin Patel 
welcomed the scheme 
saying it will help in im-
proving the country’s in-
ternal security systems. 

19-yr-old girl 
tortured for study
A case was lodged with 
Mahila police station af-
ter a 19-year-old girl was 
tortured by parents and 
brother for wanting to 
pursue further study. 
The girl is a resident of  
Gomtipur area, she has 
been living with her par-
ents and brother. After 
completing Class 12, she 
wanted to study further. 
However, her parents 
and bother were against 
it. When she started 
pleading them, the 
brother attacked her 
with a knife. She man-
aged to flee and filed a 
police complaint.

Govt to woo micro units 
with more MUDRA loans
DNA Corresspondent
correspondent@dnaindia.net

Ahmedabad: As part of  its 
aim of  integrating micro-
enterprises into the formal 
economy and to provide in-
stitutional finance to help 
them start and grow their 
businesses, the government 
is ramping up its outreach to 
extend bank loans under Mi-
cro Units Development Refi-
nance Agency (MUDRA) 
scheme.

To that end, a special 
‘MUDRA Promotion Cam-
paign’ is set to be launched in 
the state where businessmen 
will be made aware of  vari-
ous schemes as well as digital 
transactions.

Officials say the move is 
aimed at enabling institu-
tional credit to these entre-
preneurs so that they do not 
have to rely on private mon-
eylenders. So far, Rs 16,700 
crore has been advanced to 
close to 26 lakh businessmen 
in about two and half  years.

“The move is a part of  bet-
ter integrating small busi-

nessmen with banks so that 
they can get loans at cheaper 
rates,” GC Murmu, Addition-
al Secretary for Financial 
Services in the central Minis-
try of  Finance said on Thurs-
day, while announcing the 
campaign. Apart from 
MUDRA schemes, social se-
curity schemes will also be 
highlighted.

“We want to double the 
credit disbursement under 
MUDRA Scheme. The dis-
bursement in 2016-17 was Rs 

1,80,000 crore across the 
country,” said Murmu.

Gujarat’s Expenditure 
Secretary Milind Torwane 
said that camps will be con-
ducted at various places in 
the state to bring about 
awareness about the 
schemes, aimed at promoting 
self  employment among the 
youth, especially those in the 
rural areas.

“We will also showcase 
success stories of  loan bene-
ficiaries in Gujarat. We want 

others to see how these small 
loans have brought about a 
change in the lives of  these 
people,” said Vikramadityas-
ingh Khichi, Field General 
Manager of  Dena Bank, 
which is the lead bank in Gu-
jarat for State Level Bankers 
Committee (SLBC) and will 
spearhead the campaign.

The government is betting 
big on Rupay Cards as well as 
mobile payment modes like 
the BHIM app and United 
Payment Interface (UPI).

State to conduct campaigns to promote easy credit, digital systems

  The scheme is aimed 
at providing fi nancial help 
to micro-enterprises to 
help them grow. 

  A special campaign 
is to be launched to 
make businessmen 
aware of MUDRA. 

  In last two-and-a-half 
year Rs 16,700 crore has 
been extended to 26 lakh 
businessmen. 

ABOUT MUDRA
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Amit Shah assigns poll 
duties to state MPs

DNA Correspondent
correspondent@dnaindia.net

Gandhinagar: On his third 
day of  visit to poll bound Gu-
jarat, BJP national chief  
Amit Shah met all Members 
of  Parliament(MPs) from Gu-
jarat and fixed their respon-
sibilities to work in the areas 
where party did not get 
enough votes during the 2014 
Lok Sabha elections. Shah 
also alerted them that if  the 
MPs wished to get elected 
again, the time had arrived 
for them to start working in 
their territories. Shah met all 
the MPs of  Gujarat at BJP’s 
state headquarter Shri Ka-
malam on Thursday.

A senior MP from Gujarat 
said, “This meeting was 
very important for all of  us 
as our leader Amit Shah 
showed us the path to decide 
our victory for 2019 from 
now only. He advised us to 
help our party workers and 
leaders in our territory for 
assembly polls. In fact he 
gave us the responsibility of  

the areas where party’s per-
formance had remained 
weak during last polls.”

Shah reportedly also 
asked MPs not to be selfish as 
their goals would be achieved 
only after they won the elec-
tion. “Shah was of  the opin-
ion that everyone in the par-
ty should work rubbing 
shoulder to shoulder so BJP 
candidate wins the polls,” 
added the MP.

A woman MP from Guja-
rat said, “Amitbhai stressed 
on the hard work which is 
necessary for all. He was 
more inclined towards 
youth and women voters 
and his suggestion to us was 
to approach maximum 

youth and women. He also 
gave us responsibility to 
make Gujarat Gaurav Yatra 
a successful event in our 
concerned territories.”

Amit Shah, BJP national president

  Amit Shah on his third 
day of visit met all the 
MPs of Gujarat at BJP 
state headquarter. 

  He asked them to 
focus on area where 
BJP did not get enough 
votes in 2014 LS polls. 

  He also alerted them 
to start working if they 
want to be reelected. 

SHAH’S DIRECTIVES

MPs to focus on 
areas where BJP 
didn’t get majority
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Groups clash at Garba 
venue, five injured
DNA Correspondent
correspondent@dnaindia.net

On Wednesday late night, a 
dispute broke between two 
groups outside a Garba Ven-
ue in Sola area. The fight 
erupted after the group of  10 
men were not allowed to en-
ter the venue by a bouncer 
deployed at the gate.

The incident took place at 
around 12 pm right outside 
the gate of  Amiraj farm, 
when a group of  10 men tried 
to enter the Garba venue 
without the pass. The group 
were stopped by the bouncers 
who were deployed at the gate 
and were not allowed to enter 
which turned into a dispute 
between the bouncers and 
group of  men.

During the incident, five 
people were injured, includ-
ing one of  the bouncers who 
was attacked with an iron 
pipe. After the Sola High 

Court police received the in-
formation, they rushed to 
spot with a team and nabbed 
all the men involved in the 
dispute. The injured were 
then rushed to the sola hospi-
tal for the treatment. No case 
was lodged with the police 
station as both the parties led 
to a settlement. 

SL Solanki, Inspector of  
the police station, said, 
“There was no case regis-
tered in the matter after both 
the parties led to a settlement 
and no one lodged a com-
plaint.”

There was no case 
registered in the 
matter after both 

the parties led to a 
settlement and no one 
lodged a complaint.”
SL Solanki, Inspector

EDII to impart entrepreneurship 
training to 5,000 youths in 2 years
DNA Correspondent
correspondent@dnaindia.net

The Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment Institute of  India 
(EDII) launched a project to 
train over 5,000 youths, in-
cluding people from the un-
derprivileged and weaker 
sections of  the society, in en-
trepreneurship, over the next 
two years.

While EDII has designed 
the project, it will be imple-
mented with support from 

Ahmedabad West MP Dr 
Kirit Solanki. Solanki would 
adopt Por, Barejadi and Kam-
boi villages in Ahmedabad 
for the same.

EDII said that it will or-
ganise awareness and sensi-
tisation camps for 2,000 stu-
dents with science and tech-
nology background as a part 
of  the project. Simultane-
ously, it will conduct especial-
ly-designed entrepreneur-
ship development pro-
grammes for 5,000 youths so 

that they acquire training 
and are able to set up their 
own enterprises.

At the launch of  the pro-
ject on Wednesday, Solanki 
said that training centres will 
be opened at various loca-
tions in and around 
Ahmedabad. EDII director 
Sunil Shukla said awareness 
of  entrepreneurship has gone 
up. “We look forward to tangi-
ble results in terms of  50% of  
the trained youths setting up 
own enterprises,” he said.

DNA Correspondent 
correspondent@dnaindia.net

A man met with a fatal acci-
dent while he was crossing the 
road in Chandlodia area on 
Wednesday. According to the 
police, the victim was hit by a 
speeding vehicle, which fled 
the spot after the incident. 

A complaint was lodged by 
Mukesh Solanki who is vic-
tim’s uncle. The deceased, Pi-
yush Solanki,  used to work for 
Parle Speed Marketing com-
pany. On Wednesday after-
noon, Solanki had gone to 

Chandlodia area to deliver 
products when he met with 
the accident. Ghatlodia police, 
who lodged a hit-and-run case 
in this matter said that they 
are trying to nail the killer 
through the CCTV footage. 

Pedestrian crossing street 
killed in hit-and-run accident

DNA Correspondent
Correspondent@dnaindia.net 

A 36-year-old man, who 
duped 15 jewellery shops in 
the city, was arrested on 
Thursday. The worth of  the 
goods is around Rs 5 lakh. 

The accused, identified as 
Jay Pandit, of  Meghanina-
gar, had been doing the noto-
rious activities for the last 
one-and-half  year.

The accused used to visit 
the jewellery shop in the 
name of  buying ornaments. 
As the accused was educat-
ed, the owner of  the boy 
used to get into his talk. 

After stealing the orna-
ments, he used to provide a 
check to the jewellery shop 
owner which the owner used 
to deny.   In his response, he 
used to tell the owner to send 
his employee with him to the 
near bank with the jewellery 
and he will withdraw the 
cash and will give to him. 
When owner used to agree 
with him, he would take the 
employee with him to the 
bank, from where he used to 
take the ornaments from the 
employee and used to flee 
away from the spot.

36-year-old 
nabbed for 
duping 15 
jewellers

3.3K classrooms become 
virtual classes: CM Rupani
DNA Correspondent
Correspondent@dnaindia.net

Chief  minister Vijay Ru-
pani said on Thursday that 
more than 3,300 classrooms 
in government schools in 
the state have been turned 
into virtual classes with 
the use of  technology. Ru-
pani was speaking after 
launching a smart class in 
a government primary 
school at Koba in State 
Capital Gandhinagar.

He said that the state has 
been a pioneer in setting up 
virtual classes to impart 
education using latest 
equipment and technology 
to children from a very 
young age. He said that the 
virtual classes would help 
in tapping the underlying 

abilities in children be-
longing to economically 
disadvantaged sections.

The CM also said that 
his government is commit-
ted to fulfill prime minister 
Narendra Modi’s dreams 
of  a Digital India. Stressing 
the government’s commit-
ment to strengthening edu-
cation, Rupani said that the 
state has allocated Rs25,000 
crore for the sector, and is 
working closely with vol-
untary organizations and 
donors for laying a strong 
foundation. Rupani said 
that from just seven in 1995, 
the number of  universities 
in the state has gone up to 
57 now. He also said that 
there has been a sharp rise 
in medical and engineering 
seats in the state.


