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Ahmedabad: Out of 5,000-odd

students who were taught en- [g

trepreneurship in the last two
years, over a 1,000 have
launched their own economic
ventures in the Kermanshah
Province in Iran which was al-
most completely destroyed in
the eight-year long war with
Iraq in1980s.

Kermanshah's is the most
recerit success story amongst
the 32 provinces of Iran from
where the students were
trained in enterprise by Ah-
medabad-based Entrepre-
neurship Development Insti-
tute of India (EDI) and have
become successful entrepre-
neurs. In fact, entrepreneur-
ship is the new wave amongst
students in Iran thanks to EDIL

“Two years back there was
no concept of entrepreneur-
ship through a planned train-
ing program in Iran. Unem-
ployment wasthebiggestissue
withabignumber of youthnot
being able to find a source of
livelihood through jobs. It was
then that the government of
Iran invited EDI to introduce
and mobilize entrepreneur-

EDI director Dinesh Awasthi and prof Sareen along with
participants in lran

ship and self employment
amongst the students in their
country,” said faculty of EDI S
B Sareen who is coordinator
the institute’s project with
Iran project called ‘Capacity
Building for Promoting Entre-
preneurship inIran’.

After an initial research in
Iran, Director of EDI Dinesh
Awasthi, faculty members Su-
nilShukla, DM Parikh, Umesh
Menon and Sareen taught en-
trepreneurship development
to selected trainers (teachers)
of the 2000 training schools
spread across Iran under the
Technical and Vocational

Training Organisation
(TVTO) of Iran. Through
three weeks training modules
conducted in batches, EDI has
taught 120 teachers of the tar-
geted 500 till now.

Sareensaid, “The project is
achieving success and gaining
recognition in Iran. After the
initial success we are starting
the second phase of the project
which is to sensitize the sup-
port system consisting the pol-
icy makers, financial banks,
ministry of industry and com*
merce and other related de-
partments. The idea is to cre-
ate an entrepreneurial

Kermanshah's riches

The Kermanshah Province in
iran suffered heavy fighting
during the Iran-Iraq war.
Kermanshah lends its name to
a type of Persian carpet named
after the region. It also has
famous sweets made of rice,
lecally known as Nan berendji.
The other famous Kermanshahi
good is a special kind of oil,
locally known as Riine Dan and
globally in Iran known as
Roghan Kermanshahi. The
Giveh (a kind soft,
comfortable, durable and
handwoven-top shoe common
in several parts of Iran) of
Kermanshah known as Klash is
the highest quality Giveh. T

society.”

EDI will also work towards
cluster development and orga-
nize training programme for
those who are already in busi-
ness on how to improve their
ventures in Iran. “As most of
their requirements are im-
ported from other countries in
Iran. entrepreneurship has a
high potential in Iran. A right
direction and support is just
what they need,” said Sareen.




