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OBITUARY

6 September, 1939 - 4 April, 2019

Entrepreneurship Development
Institute of India (EDII) family is
deeply grieved by the sudden
demise of its Founder — Director,
Padma Shri Dr. V. G. Patel. A
renowned academician, a visionary
par excellence and an institution
builder, Dr. Patel pioneered the
concept of entrepreneurship and
made it a nationwide movement.

We will always hold his mentorship
and guidance in high acclaim.
Profoundly saddened
EDII Family

Prayer Meet on 6™ April, 2019 at Sindhu
Bhavan, S.G. Highway during 8:30 to 10:30 am
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'ENCOURAGED ENTREPRENEURSHIP WHEN EVEN HINDI FILMS SHOWED BIZMEN IN BAD LIGHT'

VG Patel, Father of Entrepreneurship, passes away

Viharidas Gopaldas Patal

mrresptmmt@dfem nel

Economist and Father of En-
trepreneurship in India, Vi-
haridas  Gopaldas Patel,
passed away on Thursday af-
ter a brief illness. He was also
awarded Padma Shri by Gov-
ernment of India. He was 79
years and is survived by his
wife and three children.
Fondly known as ‘VG™ in
his circles, Patel founded a
number of institutes in the
field of entrepreneurs. He
was founder - director of Cen-
tre for Entrepreneurship De-

velopment (CED), Gujarat
and Entrepreneurship Devel:
opment Institute of India
(EDII). He was Managing Di-
rector at Gujarat Industrial
and Technical Consultancy
Organization Ltd (GITCO),
He was algo the Chief Eco-
nomic Advisor to Gujarat
Industrial Development Cor-
poration (GIDC). His book,
‘The Seven Business Crisis;
How To Beat Them' (reissued
as When The Going Gets
Tough), is & best seller. Equal-
Iy acclaimed are ‘Managing
India’s Small Industrial
Economy' and ‘Entrepre-

neurship Development Pro-
gramme in India and its Rel-
evance to Developing Coun-
tries’, He was honoured with
the Padma Shri in 2017 for his
contribution to development
of entrepreneurship in India.

“He thought of entrepre-
neurship when the country
was walking on the socialist
path. At that time even Hindi
films showed businessmen in
bad light. He was much ahead
of his time. We have lost a
visionary. He gave everything
in terms of bullding institu-
tions and systems. GITCO
was a logical follow-up after

establishing EDIL" said Ket-
an Patel, CMD of Trolkaa, a
pharmaceaticals company
focused on innovation. EDII
was established in 1983, Patel
was director of EDII from
1963 to 2004,

“He was a father figure for
us, He ploneered entrepre
neurship movement in the
country Institutions, he es-
tablished, flourished under
his guldance and direction.
His demise has created a vac-
cum. Now, we do not have
someone to fall back upon,”
sald Sunil Shukia, director of
EDII,
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EDII founding
director no more

Noted economist and founder
director of the Entrepreneurs-
hip Development Institute of
India (EDII) Dr Viharidas
Patel, passed away in Ahmed-
abad on Thursday after a
brief iliness. Patel, 79,a
recipient of the Padma Shri in
2017, is survived by his wife
and three children. EDII
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‘Economist VG Patel dead

Was known for
his passion for
entrepreneurship
movement

OURBUREAU
Ahmedabad, April 4
Noted economist and ‘Father
of the Entrepreneurship
Movement’ in India Viharidas
Gopaldas Patel died here on
Thursday after a brief
illness. He was 79.
In2017,the Govern- §
ment of India had
decorated himwitha
Padma Shri for his
contribution to the
* entrepreneurship
movement. Known
for his passion for entrepren-

eurship movement, small in-'

dustry policies and growth

management, Patel had setup

the Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment Institute of India
(EDII)in Ahmedabad in1983 to
work for potential and exist-

ing entrepreneurs. EDIl is now

a globally-recognised institu-

VG Patel

Countries.

tion in this field. Patel’s work to-
wards inclusion of entrepren-
eurship in the formal
education system, sensitisation
of support system, and entre-
preneurship research has been
widely recognised. The Govern-
ment of India incorporated his
EDP approach as part of its self
employment schemes. He had
also served as the Chief Eco-
nomic Advisor to the Gujarat
Industrial Development Cor-
poration and as
‘Managing Director
of the Gujarat Indus-
trial and Technical
Consultancy Organ-
isation Ltd.
1 Patel has au-
thored several
books and among
them The Seven Business Crisis &
How to Beat Them (reissued as
When the Going gets Tough) was
a best seller. Equally acclaimed
were ManagingIndia's Small In-
dustrial Economy and Entre-
preneurship Development Pro-
gramme in India and its
Relevance  to  Developing

it e
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Economist
Viharidas Patel
dies at 79

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, APRIL 4

ECONOMIST VIHARIDAS
Gopaldas Patel, who was
awarded the Padma Shriin 2017,
passed away after abriefillness
on Thursday at his residence in
the city. Patelwas 79.

Founder of the Entrepre-
neurship Development Institute
of India, which was established
in 1983, Patel was also the chief
economic advisor to Gujarat the
Industrial Development Corp-
oration and the managing direc-
tor at Gujarat Industrial and
Technical Consultancy Organi-
sationLtd.

Patel's anecdotal storytelling
from the world ofentrepreneur-
ship saw himauthor bestsellers
suchasThe Seven Business Crisis
& How to Beat Them, later reis-
sued as When the Going gets
Tough. He also co-authored
Managing India’s Small Industrial
Economy, using case studies to
establish the role of industrial
counsellors and consultants in
the managementof small-scale
enterprises.

The IndianEXPRESS &5

epaper editions ()
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Padma Shri Dr. V G Patel passed away at 79, leaves
an imprint on the Discipline of Entrepreneurship

BY VISHAL DUTTA, ET BUREAU | APR 04, 2019, 08.42 PM IST 37 Post a Comment

AHMEDABAD: Padma Shri Dr. Viharidas Gopaldas Patel, fondly known as VG, a noted
economist and hailed as the ‘Father of Entrepreneurship Movement’ in the country,
passed away on Thursday, at Ahmedabad after a brief illness. He was 79 years and is
survived by his wife and three children.

An eminent economist and international figure in the sphere of entrepreneurship, small
industry policies and growth management, Dr. Patel had held several key positions in his
career marked with laurels and triumphs. He was the Chief Economic Advisor to Gujarat
Industrial Development Corporation; Founder Director of Centre for Entrepreneurship
Development, Gujarat and Managing Director at Gujarat Industrial & Technical
Consultancy Organization Ltd.

-

He was honoured with the Padma Shri in 2017 for
his contribution to development of

An institution builder, he set up Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) in entrepreneurship in India.

1983 to work for potential and existing entrepreneurs. Dr. Patel’s work towards inclusion of

entrepreneurship in the formal education system, sensitization of support system, Big Change:

entrepreneurship research in addition to routing several other developing countries on the The end of Five-Year Plans: All you need to know

trajectory of entrepreneurship has been widely recognised.

The Government of India also incorporated the EDP approach as a part of its self employment schemes. The Central Government’s

‘Rojgar Yojana’ incorporated entrepreneurship training, based on work done by Dr. Patel.

His book “The Seven Business Crisis & How to Beat Them” (reissued as When the Going gets Tough) is a best seller. Equally acclaimed
are “Managing India's Small Industrial Economy” and “Entrepreneurship Development Programme in India and its Relevance to
Developing Countries”

He was honoured with the Padma Shri in 2017 for his contribution to development of entrepreneurship in India.

As per institute statement, EDII family and the entrepreneurship fraternity has lost a mentor and a guide; a loss which cannot be

replaced. EDII family is grieving the loss of its leader; a trailblazer who introduced the country to a distinctive development concept.

https://feconomictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/entrepreneurship/padma-shri-dr-v-g-patel-passed-away-at-79-leaves-an-imprint-on-the-discipline-... 1/1
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4/5/2019 Padma Shri Dr V G Patel left for heavenly abode

Considered as entrepreneurship guru and associated with
Charusat

Padma Shri Dr V G Patel, Governing Body member of Charusat left for heavenly abode today early

morning. He was considered as Entrepreneurship Guru and was associated with Charusat since 2002.

Born on September 6, 1939 to noble parents Gopaldas and Kamlaba Dr. V.G. Patel belong to Karamsad, a
small village of Charotar — the land of the Iron Man of India — Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. His father
Gopaldas, was a Gandhian and Freedom Fighter. He exhibited fusion of selfless spirit of Mahatma
Gandhi and Leadership Qualities of Sardar Patel.

He completed primary and secondary education from Gujarat Vidhyapith, Ahmedabad and Graduated in
Economics from Gujarat College, Ahmedabad. He obtained Master Degree and Doctorate from the
University of Wisconsin, Madison, USA in Economic Development in 1968. Out of Patriotism he chose to

return to India to serve the country.

https://connectgujarat.com/padma-shri-dr-v-g-patel-left-for-heavenly-abode/ 1/3
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4/5/2019 Padma Shri Dr V G Patel left for heavenly abode
He joined the Planning Commission as a Consultant Economist and were entrusted with the
responsibility of formulating export policies for the Fourth Five — year Plan. On invitation he returned to
his home state Gujarat in 1969 and shouldered the responsibility as the Chief Economic Advisor of

Gujarat Industrial Development Corporation (GIDC) at an early age of thirty.

It was during your tenure of association with GIDC that he was assigned the task of creating the
entrepreneurs. For the purpose, in 1970 he developed a unique entrepreneur creation model from
common people. It was the time when entrepreneurship was not at all considered a career option. It was

unusual, unexplored and unheard of that entrepreneurs can be created.

He challenged the myth that entrepreneurs are born and proved that entrepreneurs can be created. He
designed and implemented a unique program called Entrepreneurship Development Program (EDP) and
also formulated various policies and innovative schemes to promote new entrepreneurs. By this he
triggered off the Entrepreneurship Movement initially in the state of Gujarat which then spread to the

whole nation.

In the meantime he was also entrusted by the Government the responsibility to institutionalize
entrepreneurship. It led to the establishments of many institutions and centres of National and
International repute and importance. Among all, the most important has been Entrepreneurship
Development Institute of India (EDI) — the first of its kind in the whole of Asia. It is now the nucleus of

several other institutions, organizations and initiatives across the country.

He not only provided his services as the Founder Director of the Institute but also served it in the
capacity as the Vice President. As the Director of EDI he guided the Governments form policies along
with the boards like National Entrepreneurship Development Board and National Science & Technology
Entrepreneurship Development Board. Importantly he took the revolution to more than 20 other
countries and particularly, under developed countries following recognition by United Nations in the
form of UNIDO, World Bank, International Labor Organization and many other commonwealth

countries.

He also touched upon untraced areas like Rural Entrepreneurship Development, Empowering Women
through Entrepreneurship, and Open Learning Program in Entrepreneurship including strengthening
the activities through the establishments of Centres, Institutes, initiating Training, Development and

Incubation Activities, Innovation Centres, Knowledge Dissemination and Succession Planning.
Inspite of several obstacles, through his missionary zeal, persistence and affable nature, he garnered

support and ensured success of the entrepreneurship movement. His unique entrepreneur creation

model is now recognized world over as the EDI Model.

https://connectgujarat.com/padma-shri-dr-v-g-patel-left-for-heavenly-abode/ 2/3



4/5/2019 Padma Shri Dr V G Patel left for heavenly abode
In order to guide the coming generations he also authored books, articles, research papers, and reports

including The Seven Business Crisis & How to Beat Them (reissued as When the Going gets

Tough), Managing India & Small Industrial Economy (with V. Padmanand), and Entrepreneurship

Development Program in India and its Relevance to Developing Countries.

His life has been a saga of a person, who devoted his life cultivating an institution with indomitable spirit,
certitude, and sacrificed his personal and family life in building and expanding the Entrepreneurship
Movement. He aptly regarded as the Entrepreneurship Guru. He attribute the success to his life partner
Yoginiben, who always support him in all of his endeavors and also took great care of his father Gopaldas
and children Harsh, Uday, and Mauli.

Continuing the Entrepreneurship Movement, he extend his services to guide Governments, various
organizations and committees. Consumer Education Research Centre (CERC), National Institute for

Entrepreneurship and Small Business Development, and Charotar University of

Science and Technology are some among them. In recognition of his contribution, he was honored with
many awards like Aga Khan Award and Late Shri A R Bhat Entrepreneurship Development Award.
Acknowledging his landmark contribution, Government of India has conferred the prestigious civilian

award of India Padma Shri.

https://connectgujarat.com/padma-shri-dr-v-g-patel-left-for-heavenly-abode/ 3/3
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