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'Time to review quo a
idea in private sector'
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Ahmedabad: Milind Kamble,
the founder chairman of the
Dalit India Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (DICCl),
who was at Entrepreneurship
Development Institute of India
(EDm on Saturday to attend
MoU signings, said thatthecen-
tral government and Indian in-
dustryshouldreviewtheideaof
job quotas for SCs/STs in the
private sector.

Kamble was answering a
question about his views on re-
presentation of scheduled cas-
tes and tribes in business and
industry. "When the UPA go-
vernment made the proposal
and met industry leaders, they
asked the government not to
impose legislation as they wo-
uld take responsibility for affir-
mative action in this direction.
U'stimetoreviewtheactionsta-
ken in the last 10 years after
which the government should
take a call," he said.

Kamble, who is part of a
number of government and CIT
committees and is the newly-
appointed chairperson of the
board of governors for UM-
Jammu, said that the govern-
mentpolicytomake20% of pro-
curement of public sector un-
dertakingsfromMSMEshas gi-
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ven a push to Dalit entreprene-
urs. According to the initiative,
about 4%of procurement must
befrom units owned by SCI STs.

"In fmancial terms, procu-
rement rose from Rs 100crore
before 2015 to Rs 745 crore in
2018-19.About 23% of beneficia-
riesof MUDRA scheme are SCI
STs - 18% SC and 5% ST-
where the average ticket size is
Rs 45,000,"said Kamble, adding
that they are pushing SC/ST
entrepreneurs to become job
creators.

Dr Sunil Shukla, director of
EDIT,said they have added 'Tri-
bal and Dalit Entrepreneurs-
hip' to their fellow programme
as an area of specialization, to
motivate SC/ST candidates to
take up empirical research in
the field. The institute recently
organized a special program-
mefor SC/STentrepreneurs.
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