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DENGUE STING TARGETS SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES,
OVER 100 STUDENTS FALL PREY | 3

GUJARAT TO TAKE UP STUDY ON DEATHS OF SEVEN
LIONS IN UTTAR PRADESH’S ETAWAH | 4

Ahmedabad: Gujarat high
court on Wednesday sought
suggestions from the state gov-
ernment and Ahmedabad Mu-
nicipal Corporation (AMC) on
shifting polluting industries
that are not permissible in the
Walled City areas.

The court
clarified that it
does not intend to
clamp down on
such units in the
Walled City
which would re-
sult in unemploy-
ment and hence
the authorities
should come up with a formula
to shift them out of the Old City
in a phased manner. The court

also suggested that the govern-
ment can set a deadline for the
traders.

Earlier, a resident had filed a
PIL com-
plaining
against
the exist-
ing foun-
dries in
the Walled
City being
run by jew-
ellers and

goldsmiths. The HC disposed of
the PIL by issuing a general di-
rection to authorities to deal

with the problem. When no ac-
tion was taken in this regard,
the litigant moved a metropoli-
tan court seeking criminal ac-
tion against cops and municipal
authorities for not following the
HC order. The court also made it
clear that besides removal of
polluting industrial units from
the Old City, it would like to have
suggestions on how to reduce
congestion in the Walled City.
This was in response to the PILs
that alleged illegal commercial
use of residential structures, es-
pecially those having heritage
value, in the Old City.

A bench of Justice Akil Ku-
reshi and Justice Mohinder Pal
asserted that the protection of
ancient monuments and their
preservation should be the top
priority. Earlier, a bench headed
by Justice M R Shah repeatedly
instructed AMC to ensure that
the heritage structures are pre-
served and their commerciali-
zation avoided in order to pre-
serve the culture of pols, which
are declared living heritage by
the Unesco. 

The bench said that while
certain national monuments
and heritage structures are well
preserved, many buildings are
not properly maintained and
are in very poor state. Following
the litigation against illegal
commercial use of buildings in
the Walled City that is threaten-
ing city heritage, AMC went on
a sealing drive a couple of
months ago and sealed 165 com-
mercial establishments, mainly
near Manek Chawk area. The
traders also moved the HC after
the action.

High court wants polluting units
shifted out of the Walled City

Tells Authorities
To Come Up

With A Formula

HC also sought suggestions on how to reduce congestion in the Walled City

Ahmedabad: On the
sprawling EDI campus, a
group of Chinese students
peer into their textbooks. A
teacher writes out sentenc-
es on the blackboard. But
this classroom has an inter-
esting 
feature. The teacher is not
giving lessons on entrepre-
neurship but on the nu-
ances of Devanagari script. 

With bilateral trade be-
tween India and China re-
aching around $70 billion
in the last fiscal, interest in
Hindi language has surged
in the dragon land.

Bao Ya Ping, 21, from
China’s transportation
hub Kunming in Yunnan
province is part of a 13-
member batch currently
pursuing a nine-month in-
ternational certificate
course on advanced busi-
ness Hindi at Entrepre-
neurship Development In-

stitute of India (EDI).
She says, “With the two

Asian giants working to
bolster bilateral ties, new
opportunities have opened
up for us in India. Thus, flu-
ency in Hindi has become
the determining factor for
grabbing a good job.”

Another student Wu Ze
Peng echoes her views.
“Several factors have
fuelled the surge to learn
Hindi in China. One of
them is definitely the excit-
ing new opportunities that

have opened up for busi-
ness and travel,” he says.

Peng says, “Though one
has to interact in English in
most companies, learning
Hindi helps us understand
the real India and adapt to
the local culture with
ease.”

EDI faculty Avdhesh
Jha said: “The course will
impart sound conceptual
foundation and abilities in
business Hindi to students
so that they emerge as cred-
ible communicators with
skills to articulate their
points.”

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had recently visit-
ed China and investments
worth Rs $1 billion in India
were discussed. Gujarat
chief minister, who was al-
so part of the delegation,
had inked 22 MoUs worth
Rs 30,000 crore with Chi-
nese companies and insti-
tutions for investments in
the state alone.

With increase in bilateral trade,
interest in Hindi language has
surged in the dragon land

TOI
Ahmedabad: The All India
Council for Technical Educa-
tion (AICTE) has directed tech-
nical colleges and universities to
take its permission before orga-
nizing study tours for students.
This assumes significance as
some college students had
drowned in Beas river in Manali
during a study tour last year. 

The AICTE has stated that
the head of the department
(HOD) will have to prove that the
study tour is required for stu-
dents. HODs will need to obtain
permission from principals as
well as the AICTE.

According to the AICTE, stu-
dents will have to prove their fit-
ness and provide no-objection
certificates from parents along
with an undertaking that the
student will abide by the rules.
The HOD will have to prepare a
record of personal information
of each student and give details
of their local guardians. Colleg-
es will also be required to take in-
surance of those going on a trip
and send women faculties if
girls are part of the tour. TNN

AICTE nod
mandatory for

study tours 

Hindi is ticket to success
for Chinese students
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Patidar storm blows over riverfront
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A
tense battle of  will was fought on 
the Sabarmati Riverfront on 
Wednesday evening when nearly 
200 Patidar Anamat Andolan 

Samiti (PAAS) supporters sat on a fast de-
manding permission to use the riverfront 
as their meeting venue for August 25.

But by 8.30pm, after a series of  talks 
between the police commissioner and Pati-
dar leaders, the deadlock was broken. The 
police agreed to accept an application from 
the Patidar leaders for holding the mass 
meeting on the GMDC ground. For accept-
ing this application, joint commissioner 
sector-1 R R Bhagat reached the riverfront. 
Another application was submitted to an 
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC) 
official for parking permissions.

A final decision on the applica-
tions will be taken at 4pm on 
Thursday, officials said. By 11pm, 
PAAS leader Hardik Patel arrived 
on the riverfront to make an offi-
cial announcement regarding the new de-
velopment.

Earlier in the day, a group of  Patidar 
youths — led by Ketan Patel —  had begun 
a fast on the riverfront to demand permis-
sion to hold a meeting there on August 25. 
By evening, nearly 200 PAAS supporters 
had gathered on the riverfront to protest.

Fears of  a stampede on the riverfront 
had left authorities unsettled. An assembly 
of  2.5 lakh — the projected number of  
rally participants — would mean a sea of  
people stretching between Gandhi Bridge 
and Ambedkar Bridge, spanning 40 hec-
tares of  the riverfront area. 

Ahmedabad Himmatnagar PatanProtesters Began Fast  
Seeking That Venue 

For Aug 25 Rally;  But 
Compromise Reached 
Late On Wednesday 

Rajputs too make 
representation 

Dr Jayendrasinh Jadeja, 
president of the Akhil Gujarat 

Rajput Sangh, said: “We raised the 
problem of injustice to the non-
reserved community along with 
Rajputs due to admissions and 

jobs to reserved 
category students in 
general quota. We said 
that the government 
should not get carried 

away with one agitating 
community and ensure equal 
welfare of all communities in the 
general quota. The government’s 
response was good.”

OBC dharna on Aug 23 to 
oppose Patidar demand

Ahead of the Maha-rally by the 
Patidar community on August 

25 to press their demand for 
inclusion in the OBC category, the 
communities currently included in 
the OBC category have called for a 
dharna on August 23, near Subhash 
Bridge in Ahmedabad, against any 
move to include Patidars or other 
communities in OBCs, as it will 
affect their prospects. Alpesh 
Thakor, president of Gujarat 
Kshatriya Thakor Sena said: “We 
sought permission to hold a dharna 
against Patidar and other 
communities’ demand for inclusion 
in the OBC category.

RALLY RUN-UP

DGP meets top cops 

Ahead of the August 25 rally, DGP P C 
Thakur on Wednesday held a meeting 

with senior police officials. At the 
meeting – attended by Ahmedabad 
police commissioner Shivanand Jha, 
Gandhinagar range IGP of Hasmukh 
Patel, Ahmedabad range IGP K L N Rao, 
and IB and railway police officials – 
Thakur assured the city police of 
providing as much force as will be 
demanded, sources said. “We are 
worried about the spillover effect of the 
rally as when people would be coming 
from all parts of the state. We have also 
proposed bandobast along the highways 
connecting Ahmedabad to North and 
Central Gujarat. We are in touch with 
Vadodara police too,” said a senior police 
official.

Police monitor intel

Senior police officials said they are 
getting constant updates from state 

and central intelligence agencies. “We 
are also updating them about the 
outcome of talks held with Patidar 
leaders,” said a senior police official.

Nod sought for bike rally

Police sources said Patidars have 
sought permission for a bike rally on 

August 23. “They have sought permission 
for organizing rallies in Naroda, Nikol and 
Sardarnagar. We are assessing their 
application,” said a senior police official.

State can’t grant reservations: Nitin 

Authorities had feared stampede 
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Despite the Patidar OBC res-
ervation agitation growing 
by leaps and bound every 

day and with it the chances of  a 
disturbance during their Maha-
rally on August 25, the govern-
ment made it clear point that giv-
ing reservations to any commu-
nity does not come under the state 
government’s powers. However, 
Nitin Patel, head of  the seven-
minister committee for dialogue 
with the agitating communities 
has said that the state government 
is open to setting up special wel-
fare schemes for communities 
which do not get reservations.

Nitin Patel, the seniormost 
minister in chief  minister 

Anandiben Patel’s government 
said, “We heard the various com-
munity groups for a second time 
as well. Most of  their demands are 

the same, demanding OBC reser-
vations. Patidars, Brahmins, Ra-
jputs and other communities have 
made representions before us.”

Senior cops told TOI that the Patidars 
had submitted an application late on 
Wednesday seeking permission to have 

the rally at GMDC grounds. A copy of  the 
application was sent to AMC as well. The 
final decision will be taken on Thursday. 

Patidars had come in direct confronta-
tion with the police after Ahmedabad city 
police commissioner Shivanand Jha too 

had insisted on a change of  venue. Police 
had said the Riverfront was small to ac-
commodate the large rally planned by the 
Patels and there was fear of  stampede. The 
AMC had declined permission to hold the 
rally on the Riverfront citing policy con-
straints. 

PAAS, however, rejected the alterna-
tives and embarked on a fast, insisting the 
maha rally would be hosted from River-

front. A team of  six police officers headed 
by joint commissioner of  police, sector-1, 
R R Bhagat, was pressed to negotiate with 
Patidar leaders to shift the venue. 

“The maha rally will take place from 
the Riverfront only. If  it can host Chinese 
President Xi Jingping, why not the Patels? 
Today, 50 people are fasting, tomorrow 
hundreds will join fast,” Ketan Patel had 
insisted. TNN

 Brahm Samaj declares 
support to Patidar rally 

Brahm Samaj leaders met 
at Ahmedabad on 

Tuesday to discuss the 
further strategy to demand 
OBC reservation for the 
community. The leaders 
declared the community’s 
support to the Patidar 
community for the 
Maharally on August 25 in 
their demand for OBC 
reservations. Shailesh 
Joshi, president of Samast 
Brahm Samaj Gujarat said: 
“We will join Patidars on 
Aug 25. We have decided to 
launch an aggressive 
agitation.

SHOWDOWN 
COUNTDOWN

Continued from P1

Mehsana

Hardik Patel (encircled) with his supporters after rapprochement

HARDIK, LALJI PATEL UNITE FOR 
THE MEGA SHOW

Two key stir leaders, who publicly made 
accusations against each other on 

Tuesday, reached a compromise on 
Wednesday night, and announced their 
intention to unite. Leaders from the Hardik 
Patel-led Patidar Anamat Andolan Samiti 
(PAAS) and Lalji Patel-led Sardar Patel Group 
(SPG) met at a party plot close to Science City.
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