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Ex-MLA Bhavsinh 
Rathod’s driver 
rapes minor, held 
DNA Correspondent @dnaahmedabad

Ahmedabad: Bhima Marwadi, driv-
er of  former Sami-Harij MLA Bhavs-
inh Rathod, was arrested on Wednes-
day for raping a 16-year-old, along 
with his accomplice, who is now ab-
sconding. The incident took place 
near Zydus hospital in Sola in the wee 
hours of  Wednesday.

A case of  rape was registered by 
the girl’s father at Sola police station 
on Wednesday, after his daughter told 
him about the crime committed 
against her. 

According to the complaint, 
30-year-old Marwadi and his accom-
plice entered the minor girl’s house 
when she was alone, and abducted her 
after making her unconscious.

The two then took her to a deserted 
place close by and raped her in a car. 
However, the girl managed to recog-
nise the two accused, despite being in 
a semi-conscious state when she was 
being raped.

After raping her, Marwadi and his 
accomplice then dumped the 16-year-
old near her house, and fled from the 
spot. DV Rana, inspector of  Sola po-
lice station said, “We have arrested 
one of  the accused in the case, while 
the second accused is absconding. 
Further investigation is on.”

2 arrested in Kutch with 
`59,000 in fake notes
DNA Correspondent  @dnaahmedabad

Ahmedabad: Kutch police have nabbed 
two persons with 119 fake currency 
notes of  the new Rs500 bill worth 
Rs59,500, which they had allegedly print-
ed at their office in Madhapar village on 
the outskirts of  Bhuj town.

Acting on a tip-off, Local Crime 
Branch (LCB) officials raided the com-
pany’s office at a commercial complex in 
Madhapar village on Tuesday night and 
unravelled the racket of  printing fake 
currency notes of  new legal tender of  
Rs500, said a release by Kutch-West LCB.

The release said the fake notes 
seized from the accused Chirag Chau-
han and Bhachubha Jadeja, were of  the 
same serial number. Police also seized 
the colour printer that was used to 
print these notes and photocopies of  
various Aadhar cards, driving licences 

and PAN cards from the duo’s office, the 
release added.

Chauhan and Jadeja will be produced 
before the judicial magistrate first class 
court on Thursday. Police is expected to 
seek custody of  the duo to further inves-
tigate if  they had previously circulated 
fake notes in the market, and if  any oth-
ers are involved in this offence.

Pak nat’l held in Surat
Railway Protection Force (RPF) 
arrested a Pakistani national 
Burhanuddin Sajjad Shah with 
counterfeit notes worth Rs50,000 during 
routine check at Surat railway station on 
Wednesday morning. RPF also seized 
three US$100 notes from him. Shah was 
detained as he was unable to give 
satisfactory replies to RPF’s queries. � p4

RS passes bill on rights of disabled
New Delhi: For the first time since the Winter session be-
gan on November 16, Rajya Sabha on Wednesday saw a 
legislative action as it passed the Disabilities Bill.

n Additional benefits for 
people with benchmark 
disabilities and those with 
high support needs.

n Every child with disability 
will have the right to free 
education.

n Proposal to increase 
reservation from 3% to 4% 
for students with benchmark 
disabilities in higher 
educational institutions.

n Proposal of a national fund 
to provide financial support 
to persons with disabilities.

It suggests:
The government 
should take effective 
measures to ensure 
that persons with 
disabilities enjoy same 
rights as everyone else.

The definition of 
disability isn’t kept 
rigid and is based on 
an evolving and 
dynamic concept.

Discrimination against differently 
abled persons can attract:

2-yr jail term `5 lakh fine

Son ‘mastermind’ of 
drug racket
In April, Bhavsinh Rathod’s son 
Kishore, was named as ‘mastermind’ of a 
drug racket, after police seized 1,310kg 
ephedrine, a medicinal compound widely 
used as a substitute for cocaine.

This Uttarayan, you 
won’t get glass-coated 
‘manja’ to fly kites 

New Delhi: With exactly a month left 
for Uttarayan (January 14), the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) on Wednesday 
imposed an interim nationwide ban on 
the use of  glass-coated ‘manja’ for flying 
kites, citing that the sharp string poses 
a danger to humans, animals and birds.

A bench headed by NGT chairperson 
Swatanter Kumar passed the order after 
noting that ‘manja’, the string coated 
with glass and metal powder and used 
for flying kites, poses a threat to the 
environment.

The green panel said the ban order 
would apply on nylon, Chinese and cot-
ton ‘manja’ coated with glass and di-
rected the Manja Association of  India 
to submit a report to Central Pollution 
Control Board on the harmful effects of  
kite strings.

The directive came after senior advo-
cate Sanjay Hegde and advocate Shadan 
Farasat, appearing for animal rights 
body People for Ethical Treatment of  
Animals (PETA), sought the ban, saying 
Makar Sankranti festival was ap-
proaching and ‘manja’ would be used 
for flying kites.

The matter has been listed for the 
next hearing on February 1, 2017.

The tribunal had earlier issued no-
tices to all the state governments and 
sought their response on the plea of  
PETA on the matter.

Welcoming the ban, lawyer Siddhara-
jsinh Chudasama, who recently filed a 
petition in the Gujarat High Court, 
seeking a ban on the use of  manja, said, 
“a lot of  lives, both of  humans and 
birds, are lost in the name of  kite flying 
festival. The state government should 
ideally keep a database of  deaths caused 
by manjas.” � —PTI

Threat to both man and 
birds, NGT imposes 
interim ban on ‘manja’

‘Ban saves life, but 
kills livelihood’

What PETA says

More than kite flying 
enthusiasts, the ban is set to 
affect the livelihood of people 
who manufacture and sell 
manja.

“These people keep imposing 
so many bans. How are we 
supposed to earn our living? 
We will protest against this. It 
also hurts religious 
sentiments. If this ban is 
implemented, we will ask for 
protection of our businesses,” 
said Dhrumil Modi, a shop 
owner in Delhi Darwaza.

‘Manja’ poses a grave threat 
to humans and animals 

Every year, a number of 
deaths are caused by it.

Because of glass, metals and 
other sharp material in it, 
‘manja’ causes grid failure 
when it comes into contact 
with overhead electric wires

Minor children are engaged 
by the cottage industry for 
the manufacture of ‘manja’, 
which causes respiratory 
problems as they inhale 
harmful substances 

Fliers, your hand 
baggage will be 
tag-free from today
Mumbai: Hand baggage will not need tags 
at seven airports — four metro cities and 
Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Ahmedabad – 
from Thursday, as part of  trials to scrap 
security stamping procedure.

The move follows a decision by the Cen-
tral Industrial Security Force (CISF), which 
handles security at airports, to do away 
with the stamping of  cabin baggage tags.

“We have made a conscious decision to 
do away with the process of  stamping 

handbag tags from 
tomorrow (Thurs-
day). We have this 
system of  stamping 
boarding pass and 
hand baggage (since 
1992). This is a sys-
tem unique to India,” 
Director General of  
CISF OP Singh told 
reporters here.

“T he Aviation 
sector is expanding 
and we are set to be-
come the third larg-
est in aviation by 
2020 and may be the 
largest in 2030. So, 

in order to make it more hassle-free 
and convenient for passengers and with-
out compromising on security, we will 
have a trial run for a week or ten days, 
at six metro airports and Ahmedabad,” 
Singh said.

“If  the experiment is successful, we will 
go in for the second phase and do away 
with the system of  stamping boarding 
pass as well,” he added. � —PTI

No stamping 
on tags here:
1. Ahmedabad

2. New Delhi

3. Mumbai

4. Chennai 

5. Kolkata

6. Hyderabad

7. Bengaluru

Tanushree Bhatia @tweettanushree

Ahmedabad: Most language stu-
dents attempting to learn Mandarin 
(commonly called Chinese) will agree 
it is one of  the most difficult languag-
es to master. The same goes for Chi-
nese names as well, the Entrepre-
neurship Development Institute of  
India (EDII) will agree.

To overcome the daunting task of  
pronouncing the names of  their Chi-
nese students of  Business Hindi, the 
institute simply gave them Indian 

names. So Fu Yongqiang is ‘Akash’ and 
Pang Yonghui is ‘Narendra.’

Each Chinese student has to pick a 
name he/she likes from a list of  names 
that the college prepares, after taking 
into account each student’s character-
istics. Interestingly, some of  the former 
students have changed their original 
name to the Indian one after learning 

of  its meaning. Professor Avdhesh Jha, 
course director, Business Hindi at 
EDII, says, “We introduced the concept 
in the first batch itself. Within a fort-
night of  their joining us, we observe 
their personality and give them an In-
dian name that best describes their 
traits. We also tell them the meaning of  
the names,” says Jha. � More on p2

dna Anchor In Guj, Hui Xiao is Ravi and Liu Jialiang is Varun

Unable to pronounce 
tongue-twisting names, 
EDII gives Indian names 
to Chinese students

Chinese students go by Indian names
What’s your name, again?
Original name	 Indian name

Wang Zhiqi	 Sudha

Hui Xiao	 Ravi

Song Jiechen	 Chandni

Liu Jialiang	 Varun

Liu Licheng	 Bahadur

Fu Yongqiang	 Akash
Avdhesh Jha and his student Fu 
Yongqiang, aka Akash

K’taka minister quits over sex CD Delhi govt should have powers: SC
Bengaluru: Stung by an alleged sex CD scandal, Karnataka 
Excise minister HY Meti resigned on Wednesday, with the 

government ordering a CID probe into the en-
tire purported episode over the charge that he 
sought sexual favour from a woman in return 
for help. Meti’s exit came days after the alleged 
scandal erupted with the 71-year-old minister, 
considered close to chief  minister Siddaramai-
ah, submitting his resignation to him, saying 

he was doing so of  his own accord to avoid embarrassment to 
the government. � —PTI

New Delhi: The Delhi government should have some powers, 
otherwise it cannot function, the Supreme Court observed on 

Wednesday, while listing for final disposal the ap-
peal of  the AAP government against the high 
court verdict, which had held that the LG was the 
administrative head of  national capital. The 
“elected government in Delhi should have some 
powers, otherwise it cannot function. The matter 
needs to be decided fast”, a bench of  Justices AK 

Sikri and AM Sapre said. The bench listed the matter for final 
disposal on January 18.   � —PTI

Rahul ups the ante: PM 
corrupt, I have proof
Cong VP alleges he has info about 
‘personal corruption’ by Prime Minister

BJP brands allegation ‘baseless’, 
Kejriwal dares Rahul to expose Modi

New Delhi: Upping the ante 
further over cash ban, Rahul 
Gandhi on Wednesday alleged 
he had information about “per-
sonal corruption” involving 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, days after claiming there 
will be an “earthquake” if  he is 
allowed to speak on demoneti-
sation in the Lok Sabha.

The allegation by the Con-
gress vice-president was dis-
missed by the BJP as “false and 
baseless” and “very unfortu-
nate”, while Delhi CM Arvind 
Kejriwal dared Gandhi to “ex-
pose” the PM if  he has docu-
ments at his disposal.

Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister and senior BJP leader 
Ananth Kumar, while rejecting 
as “baseless” the allegation lev-
elled against the PM, said they 
were made out of  “despera-
tion” and “frustration” and 
asked Gandhi to apologise.

The allegation was levelled 
by a combative Gandhi at a 
joint news conference in Par-
liament premises, with leaders 
from 15 other opposition par-
ties, after the Lok Sabha was 
adjourned for the day, failing to 
break the continuing deadlock 

over demonetisation.
“The Prime Minister is per-

sonally terrified of  me being 
allowed to open my mouth in-
side Lok Sabha because I have 
information about him that is 
going to explode his balloon. 
And I am not being allowed to 

speak in the House,” he said.
Asked what kind of  infor-

mation he has, the Congress 
vice-president said, “The infor-
mation is of  PM’s personal cor-
ruption. We want to present it, 
but the PM is not allowing us to 
speak.” —PTI � Related stories p5, p9

Rahul Gandhi interacts with UDF members during a dharna at 
Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on Wednesday. � —PTI 

PM discusses ways to go digital

NATIONWIDE 
RAIDS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Wednesday reviewed his 
decision to demonetise Rs1,000 
and Rs500 notes with his Cabinet 
colleagues, and discussed ways 
to fast-track digitisation to enable 
larger cashless transactions.

The PM initiated the discussion 
with the ministers after the meeting 
of the Union Cabinet ended here in 
the evening. The meeting assumes 
importance as the December 30 
deadline, wherein people can 
deposit the old notes, nears.

1 Pune: I-T officials 
unearth Rs10 crore 

unaccounted money 
from lockers of Bank of 
Maharashtra 

2 Delhi: Police raided 
a hotel in central 

Delhi and recovered 
Rs3.25 crore in 
demonetised notes 
from five men who 
were allegedly involved 
in collecting black 
money from various 
hawala operators. 

3 Bengaluru: I-T 
department seizes 

Rs2.25 crore in new 
notes from flat guarded 
by 2 dogs, old woman

4 Chandigarh: ED 
seizes Rs2.20 crore 

cash, including Rs 18 
lakh in new notes from 
cloth trader

5 Goa: I-T department 
seizes Rs67.98 lakh 

in new notes of Rs2,000 
from a person in Panaji


