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Entrepreneurship research in post-pandemic times

Government is reviewing the existing policies and schemes related to entrepreneurship, writes Amit K Dwivedi

ISTOCK

he Covid-19 has posed a
T variety of challenges be-

fore industry, academia,
services and entrepreneurship
research field is no exception.
The pandemic has helped in un-
locking opportunities for resear-
chersinseveral areas:

Policy reviews: Government
department is reviewing the ex-
isting policies and schemes rela-
ted to entrepreneurship, MSMEs
and trade. researchers who have
a background in business rese-
arch may workin review study of
MUDRA scheme and entreprene-
urship development, review of
existing start-up policies, review
ofstatelevel industrialand entre-
preneurship policies etc,

Theory building: Resear-
chers who are studying existing
theories may use pandemic ti-
mes as a context to test these
theories. This would help in un-
derstanding uncertainty fac-
tors, theories on sustainability,
inclusivity and disadvantaged
entrepreneurship.

Programme evaluation: Re-
searchers canparticipateineva-
luation-related research studies
such as evaluation of schemes
for MSMESs, evaluation of sche-
mes related to business subsidy
among others.

Surveys: Surveys are a use-
ful tool to understand the gro-
und realities. In entrepreneurs-
hip, there are several survey op-
portunities in topics related to
how the industry-academia-go-
vernment approach to be insti-

tuted in industrial cities for low-
cost and timely solutions.
Comparative analysis: It as-
sesses the research that would
help entrepreneurs in planning
and strategising for their future
growthand expansion. Thiswo-
uld include entrepreneurship
intention among youth during
pre and post-pandemic phase,
the role of technology in scaling

Researchers can
participate in
evaluation-related
research studies

upnew enterprises etc.
Curriculum development:

The entrepreneurship curricu-

lum will be useful post-pande-

mictimes if the teaching and le-
arning are moderated by tech-
nology. The entrepreneurship
curriculum should be revisited
and applicability of various co-
urses inthecurrentcontextsho-
uldbe assessed.

Action research: Resear-
chers in social science areas co-
uld study the current pandemic
context in the light of various

Other themes that
could be taken up

e Entrepreneurial process,
Inclusivity in
entrepreneurship

@ The psychological,
cognitive and Individual
characteristics of emerging
entrepreneurs

o Knowledge-based
economyand
entrepreneurship

Role of government in
entrepreneurship
Development

e Roleof Equity, Angel and
Venture Capital,
Crowdfundingin
empowering new age
entrepreneurs

e Roleof Technology
BusinessIncubators,
Accelerators

e Factorsaffecting
sustainability of social
enterprises

traditions, practices and social
rules. This can help in exploring
how entrepreneurship germi-
nates during adversities and
how social models are created.

( The author is associate pro-
fessor and Incharge-Depart-
ment of Policy Advocacy, Know-
ledge and Research, Entrepre-
neurship DevelopmentInstitute
oflndia, Ahmedabad)



