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STARTING UP A NEW
PARTNERSHIP
• Viathe 'Digitallndia'
initiative, e-commerce
companiesaretryingto
tapthefar-f1ung rural
markets

• Companies like
Aipkart, Snapdeal,
Intibeam and Paytm
have allsigned
memoranda of
under5tandingwith the
governmentto reach
remote parts ofthe
country, which have 50
far had limited accessto

. .

shops and brands
• The oommunications
&infonnation
technology ministry
too wants to connect
e-commerce firmswith
its common service
centres invillages

• Asmany as 100,000
00 have already
beensetupandthe
government plansto
add another
90,000 bythe end
ofMarch
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It was a telling comment when
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday said before a large gath-
ering of 20-something and 30-
something founders of start-up
companies, "This is not the first
time that this auditorium at Vigyan
Bhavan is filled, but this is the
first time that it is filled with so
much energy."

Department ofIndustrial Policy
and Promotion (DIPP) Secretary
Amitabh Kant, the brain behind the
'Startup India campaign', added to
the PM's observation: "I have not
seen such dynamism in the 38years
of my career."
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Modi had eld a
similar maratho cam-
paign for his 'Make in
India' drive in
September 201 , but
that was with the tradi-
tional who's who of
India Inc. Even n the
PMhad comme ed on
the huge crowd, but
not beyond.

Industry representa-
tives suggest th t the
National Demo ratie
Alliance (NDA)govern-
ment at the Cen is perhaps look-
ing at new-econ y and start-up
companies as a sh ally of sorts.
The long list of sops unveiled at the
'Startup India' event was part of a
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entre finds an allyin new-economy ompanies
Change is in the air: Businesschambers now inviting start-ups for membership

package, a company
executive pointed out.

Fieci President
Harshavardhan Neotla
described the incen-
tives for the start-up
world as "an initiative
to encourage entrepre-
neurs who are not from
business families". But
he added that in
February the govern-
ment would organise a
big week-long event
with India Inc on Make
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