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‘Need to Develop Ecosystem for Technology Incubation

Thereisanurgent  We need to focus onincubating more expose our students to the problems and Chennai)
need tolink and more companies outof ourcampu-  faced by the society. My focus will be have establis|
research to ses. Many of our students coming out to connect lITD research tosolving excellence, be
finding solutions to societal problems  of 1ITs need to become job providers societal problems, through involve- arch.Theyals
with the involvementof industry,says  rather than job seekers. There isan mentof industry. brains on thei
\ Ramgopal Rao, the newly anointed urgent need todevelop an ecosystem distinguished
director of IIT Delhi. Inan emailinter-  for technology incubation on our The lITs are at the forefrontamong institutioniss
view to ET's Prachi Verma Dadhwal, campuses. Technology companies Indian higher education institu- excellence bu
his first interview since being named generate wealth, create jobs and can tions. Whatmore canthe llTsdoto excellenceov
the director, he says theinstituteneeds  accelerate the economy ina major be counted among the bestin- astheunderg
to focus on higher citations for rese- way. For example, if you boost the stitutesin the world? concerned, Il
archand attracting more foreign agricultural productivity levels by TheresearchdoneinliTs needs to look the bestinstit
students and faculty. Aleading resear-  affordable and innovative tech- at the problems faced by the common over 2,500 P
cher innanoelectronics, who helped nologies, you are directly creating man. Amulti-disciplinary research currently, ma
create astartup, Nanosniff Tech- wealth. These are thekind of problems  culture is akey requirement when it arealsoonthi
nologies PvtLtd atIITBombay, hesays  1ITD needs to be working on. A close comes toaddressing such problems. IIT 1T Delhi Director ¥ Ramgopal Rao distinctionin
more companiesneed tobe incubated  interaction with industries will defini-  Delhiisagreatinstitution having many afuture pointoftime. However. | pedagogy and environment as the time. We neec
oncampuses in the country. Rao, tely help in bringing focus toour strengths and with some of the finest would like to see l1Ts do a bitmore mostimportant areas wherewe need  traditionsant
currently the PK Kelkar Chair Professor  research. We must encourage IIT brains among its faculty, staff and focused research addressing the tofocus our energies and resources. among thene
for Nanotechnology at IIT Bombay, will  graduatestodoan internshipinrural students. The key is to build multi- problems faced by the country.
assume charge at |IT Delhi around areas, tounderstand the problems disciplinary teams with focused How canestablished IITssuchasyy T Delhihas
mid-April. Edited excerpts: faced by them. Many students from objectivesand helpdeliver solutions  yyeoy 2ve the areasthatliTsneedto  Delhi help the new IiTs? rankingsinr
elite American universities come to tothe problems facedby the society.  gor e mareon? The first five ITshave all beenmenta-  Othermeasu
As the newly anointed director, Indiaand spend time inremote villages  Thisshould nothoweverbeatthecost  yp..n aremany problems where IITs red by various institutions abroad. better?
what arethefirststepsthatyouare  and take back many research pro- of basic research, as basic research canhelp find a solution. | consider Afterover 50years, thesemainllTs  Therearebas
planning to take at lIT Delhi? blems. Thereisanurgent need to today can become applied research at need tofocus

security, healthcare, agriculture,
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