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8-9COME, TELL US. WE ARE ALL EARS!
Do you have an achievement that you want to crow about? Are you sitting on a minefield of campus gossip? 
Are you in on what's 'trending' in your institute? Then write to us and we will give it the place it so rightfully 
deserves. To be featured, send details and photographs to amcampusbeat@gmail.comCAMPUS BEAT

THE REGISTRAR’S post at Gujarat University 
has seen so much turmoil that it has been 
named the musical chair. For the past five 
years now, the varsity has been on the look-
out for a permanent registrar. However, the 
VCs have failed to find the “right candidate” 
say sources. So far, if the candidate is right, 
he/she refuses the offer. Recently, when the 
varsity held interviews for the post, the sto-
ry was no different. “According to informa-
tion, four candidates were shortlisted, inter-
views were held. But the varsity either did 
not find anyone suitable or the chosen one 
showed no interest,” said an official. Mean-
while, GU has appointed yet another in-
charge registrar – Himanshu Pandya till 
they find someone to take over full-time.

OFF THE RECORD

NEWSMAKERS

@GUJARAT 
UNIVERSITY
ROHAN THAKKAR, a PhD research 

student of Climate Change depart-
ment received fellowship to attend 
training in Netherlands. He was one 
of the 20 students to participate in 
FixO3 workshop.

WHAT’S BUZZING

APPOINTMENT MIRTH

@MICA 
RAJNEESH KRISHNA 

appointed the Associate 
Dean and Area Leader – 
Strategic Marketing. He 
will join the institute from 
the second week of Au-
gust.

T
o find a good pair of 
denims that fit you like 
a dream and are afforda-
ble is like hunting for 
treasure. But no more. 

Ayrton along with his partner 
Harcharan has come up with a 
platform that provides an exclu-
sive range of good quality den-
ims at an affordable price. 

The duo started in 2015 with 
the pocket money they had 
saved and has people giving 
them a 100 reasons why their 
venture would fail. But the duo 
never gave up and their hard 
work finally paid-off and they 
launched their website in 
February 2015. 

“I grew up as a big fan of 
Guns ‘n’ Roses and stylish den-
ims but it was always hard for 
me to find one which was 
affordable and of best quality. It 
was only during the New Year 
last year to source and sell den-
ims at affordable rates,” said 
Ayrton talking 
about a reason 
to start this 
business. 

Ayrton and 
Harcharan were class-
mates while pursuing 
masters in Business 
Entrepreneurship from EDI, 
Ahmedabad, and they got 
together to start the new 
venture while they were in 
the last year of their col-
lege. Since then the core 
team has grown to five 
members and they have 
partnered with a facility 
in Ahmedabad to manu-
facture denims where 
they employ around 35 
people to accomplish 
the task in an eco-
friendly way. The jeans 
are priced from Rs 1,000 
to Rs 2,500, he claimed. 

Regarding the finan-
cial support Ayrton 
told that, “I started 
with my savings and 
pocket money initial-
ly. In November 2015, 
my mother funded 
the venture and since 
then there has been no look-
ing back. The aim is to make 
an Indian brand for easily 
affordable denims without 
compromising with the 
design and quality.” 

The young team got 
very inspired by the Vibrant 
Gujarat Business Conclave 

and decided to start something 
which will add real value and 
empower people. The start-up 
has reached out to about 300 
customers till date and they 
plan to re-launch their brand 
with many more designs by the 
first week of July. 

“We plan to launch 2-3 new 
designs every two weeks after 
the re-launch, so that the audi-
ence has sufficient variety to 
choose from. The manufactur-
ing of the denims is already 
been done,” said Ayrton, who 
design the denims himself. On 
facing competition with the 
already existing brands he said, 
“How often do you go to the 
store and find a good Indian 
brand for denims? Either the 
price is very high or the quality 
is not good. 

STARTUP CORNER
You can write in to us at amcampusbeat@gmail.com

INITIATIVE NAME: AYRTON CLOTHING

Life in jeans: Story 
of perfect denims
Ayrton and his partner Harcharan have created a brand of 
stylish denims that boasts good quality at affordable rates

RAKSHA SHAKTI UNIVERSITY TO LAUNCH MPHIL IN CRIMINOLOGY
The Raksha Shakti University has launched an MPhil Programme in Criminology from the new academic year. This would be the first that an MPhil Programme has been dedicated 
to criminology entirely, on the lines of some most reputed foreign universities such as Cambridge University in UK. Till now, MPhil in Criminology was run clubbed with Forensic sci-
ence under the head MPhil in Criminology and Forensic Science.

Upcycling 
scrap

College students take the nondescript scrap, give it a creative spin to 
turn them into innovative creations. Mirror features a few of them

C
lothes out of scrap! Her unusual 
idea left everyone shocked. She 
was mocked at and even 

advised not go ahead with the idea. 
But she was determined to make 
scrap look beautiful. NIFT student, 
Mudita Patel decided to create her 
design collection out of waste fabric 
sourced from an ethnic wear brand. 
Dutch Furniture artist, Piet Hein 
Eek’s work inspired her to take up the 
challenge of incorporating his idea 
into the field of fashion. 
Conceptualizing and creating the 
garments took her five months. “I 
bought100 kg of waste fabric, major-
ly silk and cotton, and sorted them 
colour-wise in heaps to create a mon-
ochromatic scheme of tints and 
shades. I wanted my creation to 
attract the eyes,” said Mudita. 

She calls her collection-‘Opulent 
Odds and Ends’. The tiny potli but-
tons and hints of bandhni fabric give 
the collection an ethnic feel and a 
strong visual appeal. 

T
oys, kids can never have enough of them. 
Sahil Thappa, 26, found an innovative way 
to keep his seven-month-old nephew enter-

tained. He started using scraps of wood to make 
models of whales, airplanes, penguins, bears, 
dogs, giraffes and geometrical pieces. 

According to Sahil, India has a rich tradition 
of handmade toys which he wanted to explore. 
He said, “The handmade toys take lot of time to 
make. But since a child can learn a lot through 
his toys, I wanted my nephew to have some-
thing real that is not cheap plastic.”

He gets scrap wood from his college or some-
times uses the wood from crates used to store 
veggies and fruits. Since the wood from the crate 
is softer, he uses it to model airplanes and other 
toys. He uses coconut oil to polish the toys, giv-
ing them a natural sheen. 

E
veryone dreams of having 
robots to make life easy. If only 
they came cheap. But now four 

students of LD Engineering College 
have created a robot from waste 
materials that can paint walls! 

Deep Shah, Chintan Shah, 
Harshang Shah and Kalpen Shah 
used scraps of wood, sponge, iron 
nails, pipes, pulleys, etc to make the 
robot at “absolutely zero cost”. 

Deep said, “We thought to inno-
vate and create something useful. 

Best from waste is not a new con-
cept but is really underused. So, we 
decided to adopt the concept to 
create a robot which cost us abso-
lutely nothing.” The team calls it 
the wall painting robot. 

However, it took several trials to 
get the material and design for the 
robot right. It took them a month 
to come up with a working proto-
type without any outside help. But 
it was not all work, the team had 
some fun too. 

Deep recalls, “Once the robot’s 
arm was stuck and one of us went 
close to check out what the prob-
lem was. As the same time, the 
arm moved and struck my friend 
on the nose. The stunned and 
bemused expression on his 
face was really funny.”

The team plans to take 
their invention commercial 
and will seek industrial 
and financial 
support. 

W
hat might be garbage to most people is valuable to Vinit 
Barot. For instance, when our old vehicles become use-
less, we sell it as junk. But Vinit makes installations out 

of them, turning them into work of art. He uses automobile 
parts to make models of eagles, flies, frogs, horses, mushrooms 
and human figurines. He prefers scrap for making his installa-
tions as they are easily available and relatively inexpensive. “The 
2.5 feet high and 3.2 feet long model of Gandhiji, named 
‘Father of Nation’ is made out of petrol tank, parts of a bike, 
wires, engine, chains, and brakes and weighs almost 30 kilo-
grams,” Vinit says. According to Vinit, the key is to use the traits 
of metal parts. “Some parts showcase the toughness of the metal 
while some show the delicacy. I use various parts based on their 
characterization. The moment I get an idea, I choose 
materials which could be used then sketch the 
model on paper in detail. After that I start 
collecting materials and at last 
comes the part of moulding 
them into figurines.” 
he said. 

From waste to 
haute couture

Passing on traditions
Artistic robot
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MUDITA PATEL
COLLEGE: National Institute of 
Fashion Technology, Gandhinagar
COURSE: Bachelor Degree in Fashion 
and Apparel Design 
CREATION: Indo-Western Wear

SAHIL THAPPA
COLLEGE: NNational Institute of Design 
COURSE: Master in Product Design 
CREATION: Handmade Wooden Toys

DEEP SHAH, CHINTAN SHAH, 
KALPEN SHAH, HARSHANG SHAH
COLLEGE: LD Engineering College
COURSE: Mechanical Engineering 
CREATION: Wall painting robot

VINIT BAROT
COLLEGE: Sheth C N College of Fine Arts
COURSE: Diploma in Sculpture 
CREATION: Sculpture from Automobile Parts

FOUNDER’S NAME: AYRTON MAYENGBAM (23) 
AND HARCHARAN SINGH (25)

NO ONE GOOD ENOUGH?

@GUJARAT 
VIDYAPITH
PUSHPA MOTIYANI, Dean, Gandhian 

Philosophy Peace Research Centre at 
Gujarat Vidyapith received national 
scouts and guides award in New Del-
hi. She was chosen for her commend-
able activities in Gujarat.
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APPOINTMENT OF former cricketer 
Chetan Chauhan as chairman of Na-
tional Institute of Fashion Technology 
(NIFT) had Twitter exploding with 
speculations on which BJP loyalist 
would get to head other prestigious 
institutions in the country. Name of 
the National Institute of Design, Pal-
di, also figured in tweets. “Giving 
#NID to MukeshKhanna now or to 
(Subramaniyan Swamy)?” asked a 
twitterati. While the premier design schools’ alumnus Pravin Mishra too joined 
in as he put in, “After putting one Bhakt #Chauhan to control #FTII, they put an-
other to head #NIFT. Next we'll see Sidhu heading #NID,” While, there is no pos-
sibility of any such appointment to the chairman’s post as the central govern-
ment has recently appointed Naushad Forbes on the post, these sarcastic 
tweets may tickle few funny bones.
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