
3FOREIGN >
MONDAY, 

JULY 11, 2016

www.educationtimes.comCounsellor Courses Study Abroad Tests Student Speak Campus Life Expert Eye

Rahat.Bano
@timesgroup.com

Alan Gemmell is the new
director of the British
Council in India. Before this,
he was British Council
Israel's director running a
£10 million stem cell
research fund. He received
degrees in law and music
from the University of
Glasgow. In 2015, with the
BBC and Arts Council of
England, he commissioned
an interactive digital art
work, www.mixthecity.com,
in which more than 650,000
people in 193 countries
have taken part. He talks
about his 'digital' plans, the

number of Indian students
in the UK, and more.
Excerpts from an interview:

What's your focus at the
British Council in India?
Education is at the heart of
our mission to strengthen
the UK's relations with In-
dia. We like to work with
the next generation of
young Indians to help them
improve their economic, so-
cial and cultural opportuni-
ties, shifting their percep-
tions of the UK. 

What will that shift
involve? What would you
like to change and why?
We would like to reconnect

young people in India and
in Britain with the contem-
porary story of both coun-
tries. We would like young
people in Britain to under-
stand the incredible suc-
cess story of 70 years of In-
dia. And we would like
young people in India to un-
derstand that the UK is a
modern, vibrant country
with a large Indian diaspo-
ra. And it is open to wel-
coming Indian students at
our universities. There is a
constant need to keep inter-
national relationships alive.
Our business is an active
one. We believe when you
do things together you
build trust between people.

And we believe that trust
between India and the UK
is as important today as it
was 50 or 70 years ago.
Over the last 10 years, more
than 160,000 young Indians
have studied in the UK and
there are about 20,000 in
the UK right now. New en-
rolments are about 11,000.
We are delighted about that
because studying in the UK
is an international experi-
ence. Britain is lucky to be
home to four of the top 10
universities. UK govern-
ment research says Indians
returning to India with a UK
qualification earn, on aver-
age, 13,000 pounds a year.
So, choosing to study in the
UK is a good investment.
We need to do this because
we want the relationship
between our countries to be

as strong as possible. We
want both peoples to un-
derstand one another bet-
ter, to be con-
nected and for
there to be op-
portunities for
both to work to-
gether. And
young Indians
studying in the
UK is one of the
best ways to
make that hap-
pen. 

But the number of Indian
students in the UK dropped
by 10%? Why do you think
that is happening?
The numbers have stopped
declining now. A number of
things are happening. Dif-
ferent students are coming
to the UK for different rea-

sons today. There are more
undergraduates from India
in the UK. That's a slight

change in the
profile of stu-
dents coming.
At the same
time, we have
to recognise
there are other
opportunities
for Indian stu-
dents today to
progress their

careers, including in India.
The UK wants to make sure
that the best students come
to our country. It's impor-
tant that Indian students
know that Britain is open to
them. And there is no limit
on the number of student
visas that we will issue.
And nearly nine in 10 stu-
dents obtain their visas.

Students can stay in the UK
if they secure a job, post-
graduation, with a salary of
at least 20,800 pounds. So,
there are opportunities for
students to continue to
work in the UK. 

After your four-year Re-
Imagine programme for the
arts, you have announced
2017 as the UK-India Year
of Culture? What will be its
highlight and what will be
different (from the
previous initiative) since
art and culture are related?  
We have announced digital
elements of our 2017 year.
What's certainly new about
it is that we are trying to do
a lot of work online or on
mobiles, so we can reach
lots of people in India with
the message that says, we

want our 2017 year to cele-
brate, reconnect and inspire
people. Those first digital
commissions are about
making music, about the-
atre and ideas. The making
music project is called Mix
the City. And we are work-
ing with musician Sonya
Mazumdar to develop inter-
active music apps with mu-
sicians from Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai and Kolkata. We
hope millions of people in
India and around the world
will take part using their
phones or computers. We
will create a YouTube mu-
sic video with musicians
from those cities - they will
do four of these. 

Drop stops 
The number of students from India applying to UK institutions have
stopped declining, says Alan Gemmell, director, British Council India
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ware engineer-
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NOCTURNAL
PESTS

Knowing if nocturnal
pest mammals are more
affected by the phases
of the moon or by
illumination could bring
New Zealand one step
closer to being pest free
and save control
agencies significant
sums of money. Lincoln
University ecology
Master's student
Shannon Gilmore's
research into the effect
lunar phases and
illumination have on
activity levels in
possums, stoats, rats
and mice is aimed at
finding more effective
and efficient means of
targeting and
managing these
pests. "It costs
millions every
year to control
their populations,"
says Gilmore. "We're
waging a kind of war on
pests. We need to
discover their
weaknesses. What trait
do all four have in
common that we can
take advantage of? They
are all nocturnal, and
many nocturnal animals
dramatically reduce
their activity with the
full moon, while others
can become more active.
If I can discover their
preferences and am able
to predict whether a full
moon would make a
pest more active,
increasing the likelihood
of it encountering bait or
a trap, then we could
decide when it is worth
deploying controls. It's a
fine tuning of our battle
plan. "

DIGITISED JAZZ
How can we bring to

life a musical heritage
now preserved in a digital
format? How does this
newly digitised heritage
change our perception of
the past? And what new
cultural perspectives does
it open? An
interdisciplinary research
project by the EPFL +
ECAL Lab, Metamedia
Center and the ALICE
laboratory set out to
address these questions. It
all began when Audemars
Piguet joined forces with
Montreux Sounds and the
École Polytechnique
Fédérale de Lausanne
(EPFL) to digitise, restore

and preserve the
treasured archives of

the Montreux Jazz
Festival, which was
founded by the late
Claude Nobs 50

years ago. The
collection comprises
thousands of hours of
recordings by the finest
musicians on the planet. It
is the first audiovisual
library to have earned the
accolade of Unesco
Memory of the World. The
study proposes a new
vision for this digitised
heritage. The aim is not to
reconstitute the past, but
instead to create a specific
experience for a digitised
archive.
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Iwanted to study marine
engineering since it is
considered a sought-af-

ter career globally. The ma-
rine industry is growing,
thanks to more commercial
activities. Since the job in-
volves extensive travel
across the globe, profes-
sionals in the field can in-
teract with people from dif-
ferent countries. A marine
engineer is well-paid as
well. This motivated me to
opt for a BE in marine engi-
neering. 

The four-year course cov-
ers all aspects of me-
chanical, marine and
electrical engineering
fields. It trains stu-
dents in subjects like
mechanics, dynamics,
thermodynamics, ma-
rine internal combus-
tion engines, naval archi-
tecture, ship construction,
marine auxiliary machines,
etc. The syllabus helps stu-
dents understand the tech-
nical as well as practical as-
pects of marine engineer-
ing.

Those who wish to make
a career in this field are re-
quired to take an entrance
test which may be conduct-

ed by the Indian Mar-
itime Universi-
ty for its affili-
ated institu-
tions or by

universities/
private colleges.

The tests usually com-
prise questions on physics,
chemistry and maths. Ap-
plicants' English speaking
skills, general aptitude and
general knowledge, too, are
assessed. You must have
obtained at least 50%
marks in English and 60%

in physics, chemistry and
mathematics at the class
XII level.

Graduates can find em-
ployment globally. They can
work with environmental
protection units, oil recov-
ery agencies, shipyards,
ports, marine metals and
corrosion companies, global
climate monitoring agen-
cies, marine transportation
divisions and oceanography
centres. A marine engineer
can also work with mercan-
tile marine departments.
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