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Ahmedabad: Even as Guja-
rat continues to add power
generation capacity, inci-
dents of electricity theft is al-
so growing in the state. Po-
wer close to Rs 100 crore was
stolen in Gujarat during
2014-15, according to the data
available with the Union po-
wer ministry.

All the four state-run po-
wer distribution companies
cumulatively saw 173.57 mil-
lion units (MUs) worth Rs
99.59 crore being stolen in
2014-15. The figure was 130.05
MUs totalling Rs 72.63 crore
in 2012-13. The number of ca-
ses where theft of electricity
was detected rose to 83,430
from 70,692 during the same
period, analysis of the data
shows.

Power discoms’ officials
say that higher number of ca-
ses where theft was detected
itself shows the preventive
efforts put in by the authori-
ties to efficiently detect such
cases. This could be seen
from the fact that the number
of inspections to detect po-
wer theft also increased noti-
ceably from 2012-13 to 2014-15.

“Although Rs 100 crore
amount may look big but it is
even less than 1% of Rs 40,000
crore power business in the
state,” said a power discom
official. The distribution and
transformation (T&D) los-
ses, which also includes po-
wer theft, in Gujarat is much
lower than other states.

Gujarat’s power distribu-
tion companies include Ut-
tar Gujarat Vij Company Ltd
(UGVCL), Pashchim Gujarat
Vij Company Ltd (PGVCL),
Dakshin Gujarat Vij Compa-
ny Ltd (PGVCL) and Madhya
Gujarat Vij Company Ltd

(MGVCL). Power sector ex-
perts, however, say that agri-
culture and industry sectors
largely account for power
thefts. “Government is not
providing connections to ag-
riculture leading to illegal
drawal of power. Around 3.8
lakh power connection appli-
cations are pending in Guja-
rat and many of them are for
agriculture purposes,” said
K K Bajaj, a city-based ener-
gy expert.

“If Gujarat is a power sur-
plus state, then why power
thefts are not going down,”
asked Bajaj, who has also rai-
sed the issue of pending po-
wer connections with Guja-
rat Electricity Regulatory
Authority (GERC).

The highest number of
power theft cases were detec-
ted in areas catered to by
PGVCL. “Out of the total
pending cases for power con-
nection, Saurashtra and
Kutch regions account for
50%. 

That is the reason why
more power theft cases are
detected there. In fact, T&D
loss of PGVCL is the highest
among the state discoms,”
Bajaj added.

Gujarat lost 
`̀100 cr to power
thieves in 2014-15

Kalpesh Damor & 
Ashish Chauhan TNN

Ahmedabad: Continual
drizzle brought the mercu-
ry down on Sunday, with the
maximum temperature to-
uching 28.8 degrees celsius,
nearly four degrees below
normal. 

The minimum tempera-
ture settled at 25.4 degrees
celsius. Relative humidity
levels fluctuated between
93% and 81% on Sunday.

Amdavadis woke up to
another cloudy morning,
on Sunday; some parts of
the city received showers.
Fun-loving Amdavadis
thronged to the spots like
the riverfront and Kanka-
ria Lake to enjoy the weat-
her. 

Areas including Ash-
ram Road, Navrangpura,
Paldi, Income Tax Crossro-
ads, Satellite, SG road, Vas-
na, Vadaj, Naranpura,
Ghatlodia and Sarkhej rece-
ived good rain.

The Meteorological
Centre, Ahmedabad, has fo-
recast that Monday will be
cloudy and some parts will
receive rain. The Met cent-
re on Sunday said that hea-
vy to very heavy rain occur-
red at isolated places in Gu-
jarat and Saurashtra-Kutch
region. 

According to the Met
centre, the state will conti-
nue to receive moderate ra-
ins in districts of Gujarat
region, Saurashtra and
Kutch.

Cloudy start to
week predicted 
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Ahmedabad: Finally, Ahmed-
abad is making a mark on the
startup map of India with city-
based entrepreneurs grabbing
the attention of angel investors
and venture capitalists (VC).
This is evident from a dozen de-
als involving startups in 2016.

The city drew angel and VC
investment of over Rs 215 crore
in 11deals in the first half of 2016.
The activity seems consistent
because twelve deals worth app-
roximately Rs 220 crore had ta-
ken place in the same period
last year — as revealed by data
provided by News Corp VCCEd-
ge, which monitors risk capital
data.

However, industry players
say that the number of deals co-
uld be higher than 11. In the big-
gest capital infusion this year,
Lendingkart Technologies
Ltd, which provides
finances to small
and medium en-
terprises (SMEs),
raised Rs 205
crore from
venture capi-
talists in the
second round
of funding.
Other startups
from the city that
have received
funding include
Collegebol, Mat-
rubharti Tech-
nologies, Smyt-
ten and Ninth Ray Household
Services Pvt Ltd.

“The angel and seed fun-
ding in Ahmedabad-based star-

startup mainly because of cost
and efficiency advantages,” sa-
id Siddharth Nangia, co-foun-
der of Smytten. “The infrast-
ructure is good. Right from offi-
ce to warehousing space, the
cost is lower compared to that
incurred in Mumbai’s out-
skirts or Gurgaon.” The online
platform for premium lifestyle
products and services has re-
cently raised an undisclosed
amount from Google India head
Rajan Anandan. In order to bu-
ild a robust startup ecosystem
in Gujarat, the state govern-
ment has come up with startup
policies for technology and ma-
nufacturing, offering a slew of
incentives. “The recent deals
are a reflection of the fact that
there is talent as well potential
and investors are open to loo-
king at Ahmedabad,” said Vib-
huti Channa, director, Viridian
Ventures.

tups is certainly picking up,” sa-
id Sharvil Parikh, principal ad-
visor, KellyGamma Advisors
LLP, which has invested Rs 1
crore in college reviews and ra-

ting startup CollegeBol
through its KellyGamma

Fund One. “The envi-
ronment for startups

has been good for qu-
ite some time and it
will continue to im-
prove. There is an

appetite for fun-
ding in good ide-

as,” Parikh said.
Although

Bengaluru conti-
nues to be favouri-

te base for startups, a
recent report by startups
analysis firm Tracxn states

that cities like Ahmedabad,
Chennai, and Jaipur are beco-
ming startup hubs. “Ahmed-
abad is a great place to launch a

Investors get set and go for city startups 
`̀215 Cr Infused In
1st Half Of 2016

Kalpesh.Damor
@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: Police have un-
earthed a scam in which food-
grain meant for distribution
through government-licens-
ed fair price shops are being
diverted to private traders. 

Acting on a tip-off, ACP, F
Division, Manjeeta Vanzara,
and her team, raided a private
warehouse in Naroda GIDC,
at about 2 am on Sunday, and
caught scam operators red
handed with 548 gunny bags
of FCI wheat and rice in their
possession. Three persons,
including the person running
the private godown have been
arrested and the government
goods recovered. 

Shahibaug police sources
said the grain was meant for
government-licensed fair
price shops in Vatva, but the
trucks carrying the grain
were diverted to Maruti go-
down run by one Jeetendra
Gelot of Naroda.

Gelot, along with two
truck drivers, Jagdish Mar-
wadi and Shivkumar Tomar,
have been arrested under Sec-
tion 41 (1)(d) of the IPC, and
further investigation is being
done by police, said Vanzara.
“We raided the private go-
down, as soon as the gunny
bags of wheat and rice were
offloaded from the trucks. We
have seized the foodgrain,
gate passes prepared at the
FCI which mentions shops

where the grain bags were to
be delivered, and the time the
trucks had left the FCI prem-
ises,” said Vanzara. Vanzara
said that on a tip off that food-
grain meant for fair price
shops were being diverted to
private traders at dirt cheap
rates, she and her team had
tailed the two trucks from the
FCI warehouse in Shahi-
baugh to the private godown
in Naroda GIDC. Police
sources said they had been
tipped off that once taken to
the warehouse the grain is
immediately transferred to
other bags and FCI bags are
destroyed. “We have a list of
traders and some govern-
ment officials involved in the
scam. FCI foodgrain is being
supplied to some traders and
a few rice mill owners in Ka-
lol and Mumbai,” added a po-
lice source. Police officials
said Krishnanagar police
had seized a similar stock of
foodgrain that was being
transported in a tempo, and
arrested two persons. 

548 bags of FCI
wheat, rice seized
from pvt godown
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Muhibban-e-Ahlebait Founda-
tion, a trust in Juhapura,
organized a Satyanarayan
katha near Vejalpur police
station on Sunday morning as
a gesture to encourage com-
munal harmony and peace.
The trust officials said that
people from all religions
participated in the event and
prayed for well-being of the
city and state. 

CITY DIGEST 

Muslim trust
organizes
Satyanarayan katha 

Ahmedabad:A team of Gandhinagar range’s RR cell
arrested five of six accused in connection with the rob-
bery of Rs 3 lakh cash and two mobile phones that took
place on July 29. 

As per RR cell officials, a trader from Dhansura
had started off in his jeep for shopping in Ahmedabad
on July 29 at 10.15 pm when his vehicle was stopped by a
group on the Rakhial-Dehgam road. The gang robbed
him of a bag containing cash and two phones at knife-
point and fled from the spot in a van. “Working on a tip-
off received by the range IG, Manoj Sashidhar, that the
gang involved was from Ahmedabad, a team started
investigating and caught five persons from different
locations on August 6 and 7 with a total of six mobile
phones and Rs 20,000 cash,” said an official. The accu-
sed who have been arrested include Shahbaz Shaikh,
Imran Pathan, both residents of Bombay Hotel road,
Danilimda, Ganeshji Rabari, a resident of Danilimda,
Ramesh Rabari, a resident of Acher, and Arjunram
Prajapati, a resident of Manek Chowk. TNN

5 held for ̀̀ 3L robbery
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W
ith organs routinely harvested 
from brain dead persons, sur-
geons, mostly in south India, are 
now taking it to the next level. A 
week ago, doctors at a private hos-

pital in Kerala did an elbow-level double hand 
transplant for a 22-year-old whose hands were 
burned. The new pair of  limbs came from a 24-year-
old declared brain dead after a road accident. In 
March, a team of  doctors in Chennai did a pan-
creas transplant to save a critically ill diabetic. 
Between 2014 and 2015, doctors in Chennai have 
done several transplants involving more than one 
organ – heart and lung, kidney and liver, kidney 
and pancreas, and bowel, liver and kidney.

“Bowel transplant is one of  the most com-
plicated of  abdominal surgeries. Patients with 
intestinal failure, develop nutrition-related com-
plications, leaving many emaciated. We always 
have to ensure the patient is fi t for surgery,” says 
senior transplant surgeon Dr Anand K Khakkar, 
Apollo Hospitals.  “Increasingly, we fi nd people 
who are in need of  multiple organs and their 
health condition is very poor. But now we have 
the expertise and resources to save them.”

About four months ago, doctors did a com-
bined liver and heart transplant where the organs 
were removed as one block from a brain dead pa-

tient and trans-
planted into 
the recipient. 
“It’s compli-
cated because 
the clinical 
goals are differ-

ent for heart and lung. Nevertheless, the surgical 
time is reduced and outcome is also good,” says 
Dr Khakkar. The trend of  multi-organ trans-
plant, particularly involving pancreas, is likely 
to increase in the next few years, say surgeons. 
Pancreatic transplants are mostly reserved for 
people with diabetes and its complication, kidney 
failure. In rare cases, it is done on patients with-
out renal failure. With increasing incidence of  
diabetes, transplant surgeons say there could be 
a huge demand for pancreatic transplants.

A part or all of  a new pancreas is surgically 
implanted, leaving the old pancreas to make di-
gestive enzymes as usual. They receive a new kid-
ney as well. “At least 80% of  patients undergoing 
transplants are cured of  diabetes. If  everything 
goes well, patients will be using immune sup-
pressants, but they will be free from diabetes and 
complications such as blindness, heart diseases, 
kidney failure and other vascular problems that 
lead to amputations,” says multi-visceral trans-
plant surgeon Dr Anil Vaidya.

The Tamil Nadu State Organ Transplant 
Registry convener Dr J Amalorpavanathan says 
states like TN have ensured that the poor also 
receive organs. “Many patients have undergone 
kidney and liver transplants free of  cost. The gov-
ernment also gives them immunosuppression 
and other aftercare drugs free of  cost.” 
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W hen her husband complained of  a se-
vere headache, Usha Kishore took him 
to hospital. Within hours, Kishore Ku-

mar, 47, who had suffered a brain hemorrhage, 
slipped into a coma. And when he was pro-
nounced brain dead a day later, she had to decide 
if  she was open to donating his organs.

“I was still in trauma as my husband had 
been perfectly healthy just a day ago,” says the 
IT professional. And that’s where Lijamol Jo-
seph, grief  counsellor and transplant coordi-
nator at Narayana Health, Bangalore, stepped 
in. With the help of  a family friend, Lijamol 
gently explained what brain death meant, and 
gave Usha time to think. After a second opin-
ion from another neurosurgeon, on July 30, 

Usha donated her husband’s kidneys, heart 
valves and corneas. For families grappling to 
come to terms with the death of  a loved one, 
counselling helps make the all-important 
decision. And experts feel there is a need for 
more such trained personnel to give a boost to 
organ donation.

“Counsellors play a key role. Of  every 10 
families we talk to, six will say yes to dona-
tion,” says Dr Sunil Shroff, managing trustee 
of  MOHAN Foundation, a non-profi t promot-
ing organ donation, which has trained about 
1,000 counsellors in the last seven years.

“We need more trained people. Counsellors 
get burned out as it is a stressful job. When you 
deal with grief, some of  it rubs off  onto you,” 
says Dr Shroff, adding that of  every 10 people 
trained, only three or four remain in the pro-

gramme in the long run.
Often families don’t fully understand what 

brain death means, says Dr Purna Paritala, 
transplant coordinator, KIMS Hospital, Secun-
derabad. “They come to a point where they 
have to accept death but it is a death they don’t 
understand as the patient still has a heartbeat.”

In the case of  live donation, the donor and 
his/ her family are also counselled. “The hus-
band or in-laws may be concerned about the 
impact on the health of  the donor and we have 
to address it,” says Dr Paritala. In most hospi-
tals, the transplant coordinator doubles up as 
the grief  counsellor. “But we need two people 
on the job as the grief  counsellor will be busy 
with the donor family while the transplant 
coordinator has to be deal with the recipient’s 
family too,” says Lijamol.

Mastering multi-organ transplants 
to save the critically ill

More trained counsellors are need of the hour

CALL TO ACTION
Organ Donation Day, an initiative by The Times of India,
is being presented in partnership with Kokilaben 
Dhirubhai Ambani Hospital, Mumbai, to create public 
awareness and inspire readers to pledge their organs

REFERRAL CONTEST
As a donor, you will help save many lives. Here’s a 
chance to also grow your Donor Family

Earn points when you refer friends and family to the 
website and when they sign up as well. You win 
further points when the person you referred in turn 
refers friends and they sign up as well. These points 
will be redeemable on Times Points after August 15.
The top scorer will be featured in The Times of India

To register as an organ donor, log on to 
www.organdonationday.in
Once registered you will receive a donor card. You can also 
download the e-donor card from the website

Social Media | Connect with us on facebook.com/
TOIMYTIMES and twitter.com/TOI_MyTimes

To show your support, give a missed call on 

8080055555

NGO Partners 

PUSHING
THE LIMITS

PROCEDURE GIVES 
HOPE TO EVEN 
CRITICALLY ILL 
PATIENTS

Twin Forearm Transplant In Kerala, 
Pancreas Op in Chennai Give Hope 

2008-2016 |
Doctors have 
harvested 2 blood 
vessels, 676 heart 
valves in TN

Surgeons say the trend of multi-organ 
transplant is likely to increase in the next 
few years

A look at a few of the rare and multi-organ trans-
plants that have been conducted across the country

April 2016 |
Surgeons in 
Chennai per-
form the fi rst 
lone pancreatic 
transplant

July 2014 | Doctors 
in Chennai trans-
plant liver, bowel 
and pancreas

2008-2016 | There has been at 
least 40 skin donations in TN

The forearms of Jith Kumar Saji (centre) were successfully transplanted at 
a hospital in Kochi a week ago. The donor was a 24-year-old who was declared 
brain dead after a road accident

July 
2016 |

21-year-old-man 
undergoes elbow-
level double hand 

transplant at a 
private hospital in 

Kerala

BIG LOSS

Year Power Cost
theft (MU) (`/Cr)

➤ 2012-13 130.05 72.63

➤ 2013-14 132.69 84.93

➤ 2014-15 173.57 99.59
(MU=million units: 

Source: Union power ministry)

Ahmedabad: Crime branch
sleuths on Sunday arrested
Suresh Solanki and Govind
Solanki for stealing valuables
from passengers who used to
hire their autos. Both are
residents of
Chandranagar,Paldi. Crime
branch sources said that they
have recovered gold jewellery
worth Rs 33,200 from the
accused. The crime branch
officials arrested them from
Astodia. "They have
confessed of having
committed 16 such thefts in
Ahmedabad and its
surrounding districts. They
had been arrested for similar
offences by Shahibaugh
police, Gandhinagar police
and Adalaj police. TNN

Two arrested for stealing 

The consignment was meant
for fair-price shops 


