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Ahmedabad: The transpor-
ters’ association in Gujarat fe-
ars that if the government did
not raise withdrawal limits at
banks by Tuesday, the trucks
would be unable to ply for lack
of money.

The Akhil Gujarat Truck
Association members claim
that if cash flow with the busi-
nessmen did not improve, it
would lead to a situation akin
to a strike as truckers would
not be able to keep operating.

Hiten Vasant, former vice
president of Akhil Gujarat
Transport Association said
that with virtually no cash, the
truckers are not able to pay dri-
vers even for their food and

lodging at night. Further, the
traders who are supposed to
pay fares to the drivers, which
they usually spend on diesel
on the way back, are now no
more keen to pay cash, but
want to pay through cheques
or through e-transactions.

Mukeshbhai Dave, secreta-
ry of the AGTA echoed Va-

sant’s sentiments. He said ma-
ny truckers are feeling the
pinch as they can only with-
draw Rs 20,000 in a week. “I ha-
ve a fleet of 45 trucks and whe-
never a truck goes on a trip a
driver needs at least Rs 1,000
within Gujarat for his food and
other needs. But if he goes out
of the state the amount of cash

he needs is much higher,” said
Dave. “We can ask a driver to
get diesel on credit, but how
can we ask him to pay for food,
lodging and other necessities
on roadside dhabas on credit?”
he asked.

The drivers have been ma-
naging the show so far, but
now it appears that they have
reached the end of their capa-
city, said Dave. He too said that
if the relaxations were not ex-
tended further, it would be a
strike like situation.

Ramakanth Sharma, who
has his transport office in Na-
rol, says “I have four trucks
but due to lack of payments, I
have not been able to send
them despite having orders.”

“Due to lack of funds for
the drivers, I have incurred a
loss of over Rs20,000 in last two
days,” Sharma said adding
that one of his trucks is stuck
in Rajasthan as the trader who
received the goods was not cre-
ditworthy, and he hasn’t yet be-
en able to arrange money.

Can’t Function On
`̀4,000 A Day, Says

Transporters’
Association

TRUCKS MAY GRIND TO A HALT

Akhil Gujarat Truck Association says that if cash flow did not 
improve, it would lead to a situation akin to a strike
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Ahmedabad/Vadodara: For
almost three hours, 72-year-old
Bhagyesh Patel, a veteran ban-
ker and heart patient, had to ar-
gue with four chemists in Na-
ranpura just to get his heart me-
dicines. Eventually, one of them
accepted the now demonetized
Rs 500 note. It’s a bitter pill many
patients must swallow on Mon-
day — the last day for chemists
to accept the old Rs 500 and Rs
1,000 notes. This has compoun-
ded worries for both patients ne-
eding life-saving medicines and
chemists and wholesalers.

“I have a pacemaker implan-
ted in me and I found it distres-
sing to argue for something as
basic as medicines,” said Patel.
“Chemists were not willing to
accept my Rs 500 note, despite
the government notification.
The government should extend
the date of acceptance for a few

more days.” Gujarat’s food and
drug controller H G Koshia ad-
mitted that he had attended to a
few complaints over the past
two days about such errant che-
mists. “I had called a meeting of
chemists and druggists associa-
tion and directed them to coope-
rate with patients,” said Koshia.
“I feel there should be no pro-
blems now.” 

In Vadodara, a supplier of
surgical implants, Dipesh

Shah, said: “In many cases, pati-
ents have been paying hospitals
for surgical implants like stents
and joint replacements with
cards or through netbanking.”
This arrangement is tempora-
ry, he said. In Ahmedabad, a
wholesaler of cardiac devices,
Mihir Vyas, said: “I am aware of
instances in which surgeries
have been put off for a fortnight
due to the current rush for new
notes.” 

Old money can’t buy you
even life-saving medicines

Ahmedabad: An 87-year-old
man was taken to a private
hospital after he complained
of severe chest pain and four
others were taken to various
government hospitals till
Sunday evening — all had ex-
perienced extreme distress
in bank queues. 

EMRI 108 officials said
that elderly man was stan-
ding in queue outside Dena
Bank in Delhi Chakla area
when he collapsed. 

“Outside ICICI bank in
Prahladnagar, a man had fal-
len unconscious in queue,”
said an EMRI 108 official.
“Outside Axis bank near
CTM in Amraiwadi, a man
needed urgent medical care.
“In the HDFC bank queue in
Soni ni Chali, a man complai-
ned of fever; and in the crowd
waiting at Dena bank in Da-
nilimda, a woman fell un-
conscious.” TNN

5 taken from
bank queues
to hospital 

Ahmedabad: As consumers
continued to throng bank
branches and ATMs to get
much needed cash, liquidity
crunch and minimal demand,
brought retail to a standstill.

“Whatever money people
have is being used by them for
purchasing essential items.
Hence, grocery stores have so-
me business. However, elec-
tronics, garments, hardware
and several others have been
hit hard,” said Jayendra Tan-
na, president, Gujarat State
Traders Federation.

While consumer demand
has dropped drastically, retai-
lers are also under pressure to
pay outstanding dues as well
as to purchase new stock. “Bu-
siness has been affected ad-
versely by the unversal lack of
cash,” said Arpan Shah, se-
nior vice-president, Gujarat
Garment Manufacturers As-
sociation. However, in the
same breath, Shah welcomed
the government’s decision to
demonetize high-value notes.

Roadside vendors and gro-
cery shop owners have seen a

drop of about 50% to 60% in fo-
otfall. Shailesh Patel, the ow-
ner of Bajrang Dairy Parlour
in Bopal said, “I find it diffi-
cult to pay transporters in
cash, and they demand Rs
10,000 per day. I have given cou-
pons to my daily customers in
lieu of change.” 

Sanjay Shah, who sells
CDs near Vijay Crossroads,
has not sold a single CD since
Wednesday night. “People
who usually came to buy CD
just smile and pass by. Life has
become difficult for me,” he
added.

Kishan Marwadi, a vege-

table vendor, said, “I realized
that business in the first two
days dropped to nearly 30%.
Immediately, I spoke to the tra-
ders in APMC who gave me 15
days credit.”

“I have given small books
to each customer and whate-
ver they buy is written there. I
have asked them to clear the
amount as and when they
can,” said Marwadi. “Despite
this people are not buying as
much vegetables as they do,”
he said, adding, “In Gurukul I
used to sell vegetables worth
Rs 1,000 per day, but now this
has gone down to just Rs 500.”

Retail takes a beating

CHEQUE CHAMATKAR
TOI

It was a big event at the Meldi Mata temple in Jagrutinagar, Amraiwadi, where the paatotsav, a major yagna,
was held on Sunday. The devotees, who generally offer money to the deity, gave cheques instead. Harshad
Patel, a social worker from Amraiwadi, said that the move was spurred by demonetization. He said that most
cheques were for Rs 501 and Rs 1,001. Till late evening, the temple had received over 100 cheques drawn in
favour of the temple trust account.

Ahmedabad: Demonetiza-
tion has herded people into
long, unforgiving queues
outside banks — but some
Good Samaritans in the city
are showing rich humanity
in alleviating people’s mise-
ry. For instance, Kusum Rat-
hod (80), whose husband di-
ed nine years ago, has been
offering water to people in
the serpentine line at the he-
adquarters of SBI in Lal
Darwaza area. Rathod, who
has no children, said she
considers the people in tro-
uble to be her kids.

“I am not rich but the le-
ast I can do is to offer water

to people for free,” said Rat-
hod, who lives in Ranip. Vi-
ral Deliwala, a 45-year-old
resident of Shreyas Tekra,
has been helping people ve-
rify forms. He has also been
managing long queues at
Central bank’s Bhudarpura

branch since Thursday,
when the banks reopened.
“My father was a banker
and I know how bankers
struggle during such cri-
ses,” said Deliwala, a busi-
nessman. “My friend Sunil
Shah and I have been hel-
ping officials to ensure smo-
other processing.” An emp-
loyee of a real estate firm,
Saurabh Thakkar, 25, has
provided water to people
who queue up outside banks
on the Corporate Road.
“Our office is right above
the SBI bank on the Corpo-

who have been
struggling to get
their money,” Pat-
han said. “By offe-
ring water, we can
reduce their woes
and that is an act
of humanity.”
Vishal Goyal, who
runs an old-age
home in Memna-
gar, was seen dis-

tributing water in Akhbar-
nagar area. “I have offered
water to more than 100 peo-
ple and this will continue,”
Goyal said.

rate Road and it is
not difficult to ar-
range water for the-
se people who are
waiting under the
Sun for hours,” said
Thakkar.

Two Bapunagar-
based friends — Ir-
fan Pathan, 25, an
electrician, and Far-
han Mohammad
Shaikh, 24, a goods ricks-
haw driver — spent Rs
30,000 in offering water to
people in queues. “We want
to offer service to people

Amid severe cash crunch,
they are banks of humanity

In City, Good
Samaritans Help

Distressed People
With Currency Of

Kindness 

Even as demonetization 
triggered chaos outside 
several banks and ATMs 
across the city resulting 
from long queues and 
short tempers, some 
Good Samaritans have 
decided to ease the pain 
of those in trouble 

Irfan Pathan 

Farhan Shaikh Saurabh ThakkarVishal Goyal

Kusum Rathod

Ahmedabad: Despite remai-
ning operational for around 12-14
hours a day, banks across the city
have been unable to shorten que-
ues of cash-starved citizens. To
speed up things as much as they
can, and also to offer some com-
fort to those caught in the rush,
banks are walking the extra mi-
le.

While some have made speci-
al arrangements, within or out-
side their premises, to make it
easier for senior citizens and wo-
men, some others have deployed
additional staff to cope with cus-
tomer rush.

For instance, the Anandna-
gar branch of Bank of Baroda
has set up a pandal right outside
the branch and arranged for cha-
irs, benches and jugs of water for
customers. “We are giving prio-
rity to senior citizen customers.
Our regional head has directed
us to make whatever arrange-
ments possible to ensure smooth
processing of queries,” said R M
Mathur, the branch manager.

Some other banks have even
deployed additional staff and ar-
ranged for extra counters for
currency exchange to cope with
customer rush. 

“There are multiple ex-
change counters to tackle more
customers simultaneously. Mo-
reover, if we happen to identify
repeat customers who turn up
with relatives to make withdra-
wals and exchanges, we politely
request them to give way to other
customers,” said the branch ma-
nager of IDBI Bank Satellite
branch.

Yet another private bank at
Anandnagar Road has not only
set up a pandal, but also a couple
of counters to distribute ex-
change forms and have arran-
ged for table fans and water so to
help cope with the rush. TNN

Some go
extra mile for
cash-starved

customers

Man accuses cops of abetting assault :
A Bopal resident has filed a complaint
against an unidentified person and police
personnel in a PCR van, for allegedly
conniving to beat him up after a road
accident. According to the complaint filed by
Bhargav Patel with Sarkhej police, he was
driving near Bopal Crossroads at 9.30 am
when his car hit the car ahead of his because

of a bump on the road. Two men soon came
out of the car and beat him up. When Patel’s
brother called 100 to seek police help, a PCR
van arrived on the spot. The personnel in van
allegedly did not intervene when another
person, identified as Shailendrasinh, arrived
wearing khaki trousers and beat up the
brothers after sending off the PCR van and
the car involved in the accident. TNN

Ahmedabad: Efforts to im-
prove the over-all image of city
cops by the new city police
commissioner AK Singh sus-
tained a body blow when an au-
to driver lodged a complaint
against four persons including
two police constables for kid-
napping him and then beating
him black and blue for recove-
ry of debts.

According to complainant
Alpesh Goswami, an auto dri-
ver of Naroda, while he was
plying his auto near Krishna-
nagar cross roads in Naroda on
Friday evening police constab-
le Pradyumansinh Rathod and
accomplice Bhano and two
others came on bikes and star-
ted beating him. “They then
forced Gowami to sit on one of
the bikes and took him to an of-

fice of Adhyashakti travels lo-
cated in Naroda. There anot-
her constable, Hitendrasinh,
was present. According to the
complaint the accused then
abused and thrashed Goswami
- asking him to repay Rs 25,000
which he had borrowed,” ad-
ded a Naroda police official.

Naroda police sources said
the accused also threatened
him with dire consequences
and told him not to report the
matter to the police. 

2 cops charged with
abduction, assault 

A 50-year-old resident died
while being treated for
poisoning. According to
Ghatlodia police, Ashok
Surti, a resident of Adinath-
nagar, Gurukul Road, had
consumed poison due to
unknown reasons at 9.45 am
on Saturday. He was ad-
mitted to Sola Civil Hospital
where he died during treat-
ment. 

Body fished out
The body of a youth was
fished out from Sabarmati
river by Ahmedabad Fire and
Emergency Services (AFES).
According to Riverfront (W)
police, the victim Chirag
Pandya, 35, of Vasna, had
jumped into the river at
around 2.50 pm on Saturday. 

PUNCH-NAMA

50-year-old
ends life 

Business has dipped by 50% to 60% at grocery shops 

TOI

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Monday is the last day for chemists to accept the old `̀ 500 and `̀ 1,000
notes
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Bapunagar-based
friends — Irfan
Pathan, 25, an
electrician, and
Farhan Mohammad
Shaikh, 24, a goods
rickshaw driver —
spent `̀30,000 in
offering water to
people in queues
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