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New Delhi: Former Uttar
Pradesh BJP chief Laxmi-
kant Vajpayee, grandson of
former CM Kalyan Singh and
party secretary Shrikant
Sharma are among the 149 na-
mes announced by BJP on
Monday for the state assembly
polls.

Most of the seats will go to
the polls in the first two phases
on February 11and 15.

Vajpayee has been fielded
from Meerut, from where he is
the sitting MLA while Kalyan
Singh's grandson Sandeep
Singh and Sharma will make
their electoral debut from At-
rauli and Mathura respective-
ly. Releasing the list, the par-
ty's Central Election Commit-
tee's Secretary J P Nadda said
it has accommodated various
sections of society. The CEC

had met on Sunday night to fi-
nalise the candidates.

It has retained sitting
MLAs, including Sangeet Som
and Suresh Rana, both accu-

sed in Muzaffarnagar riot ca-
ses which have been dismis-
sed as a conspiracy. 

However, mystery remai-
ned over the fate of Union ho-

cement of its candidates for
some seats, including Sahiba-
bad and Noida -- two seats
from where Pankaj Singh's na-
me has been doing the rounds.

The party's CEC will meet
again on Tuesday to announce
names of more candidates.

While it is buoyant about
its prospects in a state where it
has been out of power since
2002 with the arrival of sitting
MLAs and leaders from vario-
us rival parties into its fold,
there is speculation that Swa-
mi Prasad Maurya, a BSP lea-
der who had joined the saffron
party months back, is unhap-
py with the leadership over
choice of candidates.

The party has been pulling
out all stops to win UP, which
in terms of political implica-
tions is more significant than
the other four poll-bound
states. 

me minister and UP heavywe-
ight Rajnath Singh's son Pan-
kaj Singh whose name did not
figure in the list.

BJP has withheld announ-

Retains Muzaffarnagar Riots Accused MLAs Sangeet Som & Suresh Rana

BJP announces 149 names in 1st UP list
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Kharagpur/Kolkata: A third-year civil engineering student of
the Indian Institute of Technology-Kharagpur committed sui-
cide by jumping in front of a train on Sunday.

Lokesh Meena, 20, was allegedly suffering from depression
and had some health issues. His body was found 20km from the
college campus, hours after he went missing. Lokesh was a resi-
dent of Rajasthan’s Dhasa district.

“A loco engine mowed Lokesh down as he jumped in front of it
and the engine driver informed the railway staff at Jakpur sta-
tion,” said a senior Kharagpur GRP official. He said Lokesh’s
body was handed over to his father after an autopsy on Monday.

Lokesh’s friends told police that he was suffering from anxiety
and depression. 

IIT-Kgp student kills self on rly tracks
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Dehradun: In a blow to the
Congress barely a month
ahead of assembly elections,
state cabinet minister Yash-
pal Arya, his son Sanjeev, and
former Yamunotri MLA Ke-
dar Singh Rawat joined the
BJP in the presence of party
chief Amit Shah in Delhi on
Monday. Within hours of the
move, all three had made it to
the BJP’s first list of candi-
dates for assembly polls
scheduled for February 15. 

While five-time MLA Arya
is BJP nominee from Bajpur,
his son Sanjeev will make his
election debut from Nainital.
Rawat will jump into the fray
from Yamunotri constituen-
cy. They were among the 64
candidates whose names
were announced by the BJP
for the 70-seat assembly polls.

Arya, who was revenue and
irrigation minister in the Har-
ish Rawat-led government, is
the 11th MLA to part ways with
the Congress and join its rival
BJP since the political turmoil
broke out in the hill state on
March 18, 2016. Arya is be-
lieved to have been upset with
the functioning of chief min-
ister Rawat. According to
sources, Arya also wanted to
field his son Sanjeev in the
elections from Nainital as-
sembly seat, a wish that the
BJP has fulfilled.

With the exit of Arya, Con-
gress has lost a prominent Da-
lit face, who enjoys a strong
support base in Kumaon. After
joining the BJP, Arya said, “I
have remained a soldier of the
Congress for over 40 years and
I am leaving it with a heavy
heart. The party principles
have changed and there is no
place for people like me in the
party.”

U’khand mantri
quits Congress,
gets BJP ticket 
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New Delhi: Cricketer-tur-
ned-politician and former
BJP MP Navjot Singh Sidhu
joined Congress on Monday
and blamed the ruling Akali
Dal-BJP combine for the drug
menace in Punjab while vo-
wing to oust the Badals from
power in the coming
assembly elections.

“Bhag Baba Badal
Bhag... this is my pled-
ge,” he said, referring
to chief minister Par-
kash Singh Badal, as
he addressed his mai-
den press conference at the
Congress headquarters with
AICC managers. 

Sidhu took Congress mem-
bership after meeting party vi-
ce president Rahul Gandhi on
Sunday. Calling it his “home-
coming” and dubbing himself
a “born Congressman”, Sidhu
recalled his father’s long in-
nings as freedom fighter and
legislator and also the senior
Sidhu’s appointment as advo-
cate general of Punjab by the

Congress government. He bla-
med the Badals for the drug me-
nace in Punjab and targeted de-
puty CM Sukhbir Badal with
barbs such as identifying him
as Oxford educated who had bu-
ilt a “luxury villa on the misery
of the state”. “You trade. You
trade by killing the state. I will
tell people where all you sold

the state. I will expose
you. I will open the to-
mes detailing your de-
eds,” Sidhu said.

While sounding the
battle cry against the
Badals, he accused BJP
of siding with its ally

while “I picked the state”. Ha-
ving left BJP on bitter terms, he
refused to comment on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi but
repeatedly referred to “Manth-
ra” and “Kaikeyi” in the con-
text of the saffron party for pus-
hing him out of Punjab so that
the state was left to the Badals.

Within hours of his press
conference, Congress announ-
ced his candidature from his
wife’s constituency of Amrit-
sar East.

Sidhu joins Congress
with battle cry ‘Bhag

Baba Badal Bhag’ 

New Delhi: Weather predic-
tion in India will improve fur-
ther as the ministry of earth
sciences (MoES) on Monday
made operational its very high
resolution (12km) global deter-
ministic model to generate fore-
casts. 

The model has been on trial
since September last year. The
earlier version had a horizontal
resolution of 25km. 

“The MoES’s operational
Ensemble Prediction System
(EPS) will also be upgraded to
12km. The EPS is adopted to
overcome the problem of un-
certainties in forecasts. It in-
volves generation of multiple
forecasts using slightly varying
initial conditions. It also helps
generate probabilistic fore-
casts and quantify the uncer-
tainties,” the ministry said. TNN

New model to
make weather
forecast more

accurate 

New Delhi:The BJP named three Congress
members who joined the party on Monday and all
but one Congress rebel who switched camps and
joined the saffron party last year as candidates for
the Uttarakhand assembly polls.

They were among 64 candidates announced by
BJP. Polls for the 70-seat House will be held on
February 15. The party fielded its state president
Ajay Bhat from Ranikhet, where he is the sitting
MLA; Ritu Khanduri Bhushan, daughter of former
CM and BJP MP B C Khanduri, and former MP Satpal
Maharaj, a former Congress veteran.

In place of former CM Vijay Bahuguna, who led
the Congress flock to the BJP camp, it gave a ticket
to his son Saurabh Bahuguna.

Yashpal Arya, former Congress chief in the
state, and his son Sanjeev Arya besides Kedar Singh
Rawat, all of whom joined BJP on Monday in the
presence of party chief Amit Shah, received
nominations. BJP central election committee’s
secretary J P Nadda said all sitting MLAs of the party
besides those who joined it from Congress were
given tickets. In Punjab, BJP dropped two ministers
from the list of its remaining six candidates for the
state polls on February 4. With this, the party has
announced its 23 candidates out of 117 seats in
Punjab, where it is in alliance with SAD.

The two dropped ministers are Madan Mohan
Mittal and Chuni Lal Bhagat. BJP nominated
Parmindra Sharma from Anandpur Sahib in place of
Mittal while sitting MLA Chuni Lal Bhagat’s son
Mohindra will contest from Jalandhar West.

BJP denies poll tickets to two Punjab ministers 
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