
Ahmedabad: Rashmi Gup-
ta got the shock of her life
when Sunil and Kanchan —

the married
couple from
Dungarpur
who worked as
domestic help
at her home at
Century To-

wer behind the Grand Bhag-
wati — turned on her and rob-
bed her household with help
from an unidentified youth,
on Friday afternoon.

According to her compla-
int to Vastrapur police, the
trio decamped with cash,
gold and silver ornaments
and other valuables, all
worth Rs 9.42 lakh. Police ha-
ve got CCTV footage of the
trio leaving the premises
with a bag in hand in an auto
rickshaw.

According to Vastrapur
police, Ashwini Gupta, a fi-
nancial consultant and his
wife Rashmi, hired the duo
two months ago to do domes-
tic work. On Friday, the duo
apparently asked for some

money in advance from her,
which Rashmi refused, say-
ing they had got some money
only a few days ago.

“When they asked for Rs
200, she agreed and went to
her bedroom to get the mo-
ney. Soon, Kanchan followed
her despite her warning her
not to. Meanwhile, Sunil alle-
gedly opened the main door
to allow a youth unknown to
her to enter. When Rashmi
began shouting for help, she
was tied up and gagged with
duct tape as the trio rumma-
ged through her belongings
and threw valuables into a
trolley bag also taken from
the house,” said a police offi-
cial.

Rashmi could free herself
only at around 12.45, about
half an hour after the trio had
left. She approached her ne-
ighbours for help and they in
turn informed city police.

“CCTV footage of the par-
king lot shows an auto lea-
ving with the duo. Thus, we
suspect that the auto driver
may have been the couple’s
accomplice. It may have been
a well-planned robbery, as
they had brought the ricks-
haw into the parking area. We
are yet to gather more infor-
mation on the couple. Teams
were sent to the railway sta-
tion and bus stands to pre-
vent them from leaving the ci-
ty,” said a police official.

Couple Makes
Off With

Valuables
Worth ̀̀ 10 Lakh

Domestic workers bind, rob
woman in Vastrapur tower 
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Ahmedabad: It didn’t take
long for a 10-year-old girl to un-
derstand the evil intentions of
20-year-old Mahavirsinh Vag-
hela, the owner of a statione-
ry shop in Ramol. The mo-
ment Vaghela allegedly offe-
red her a pencil and dragged
her into his shop and attemp-
ted to kiss her, the girl freed
herself from his clutches and
ran to safety.

A complaint of molesta-
tion was later lodged against
Vaghela at Ramol police sta-
tion as the girl narrated the
incident at the stationery
shop to her parents. While
Vaghela fled after closing his
shop, agitated locals went to
his shop and painted “Ha-
waskhor Mahavirsinh” (Le-
cher Mahavirsinh) in Gujara-
ti with black paint on the
shop’s shutters.

Ramol police inspector
Paresh Solanki said they are
hunting for the accused and
are watching his house.

According to the compla-

int lodged by the girl’s mother,
her 10-year-old daughter went
to Lalghar Stationery Mart,
owned by Vaghela, to buy a
pencil. “As it took very long
for her to return, her mother
sent her nephew to check,” sa-
id Inspector Solanki.

The worried mother also
left to look for her child only to
find her in tears running back
home. “The girl told her mot-
her that Vaghela gave her the
pencil and dragged her into
his shop and tried to kiss her.
The girl told her mother that

Vaghela asked her to return to-
morrow for another pencil. The
girl freed herself from Vaghela
and ran home,” said a police of-
ficial.

Inspector Solanki said they
registered a complaint under
sections of molestation and
POCSO and are hunting for the
accused. “Vaghela’s parents,
who are old and handicapped,
were home but they did not have
information on Vaghela. Vag-
hela owns the stationery shop
in partnership with his uncle,”
added inspector Solanki.

Girl molested, locals paint
‘lecher’ on stationery shop
Police Launch

A Manhunt
For Accused 

Ahmedabad: Even as the 14-year-old le-
arning impaired girl — who was raped
and repeatedly subjected to unnatural
sex — was hospitalized at VS Hospital,
city crime branch have traced her father
to Deesa in Banaskantha.

Crime branch officials questioned
the girl’s father in Ahmedabad. Shock-
ingly, police learned that while the girl
was missing for three months, her pa-
rents did not file a missing person’s
complaint.

“We are questioning the father to
find out why he did not lodge a missing
person’s complaint after his daughter
disappeared three months ago,” said a
women’s cell official. 

Meanwhile, VS Hospital authorities
said the girl’s condition is stable. “She
has a perineal tear due to the rape but is
slowly improving. We have kept her un-

der observation and are hopeful that the
injury will heal by itself. If necessary, we
will take a decision about operating on
her soon,” said Dr S T Malhan, medical
superintendent of VS Hospital. 

Police say primary investigation re-
vealed that eyewitnesses reported the
girl being dumped on the roadside at Ci-
vil Hospital from a four wheeler. She was
then picked up by the NGO Childline
and admitted to Civil Hospital for treat-
ment, said a police official.

Civil Hospital authorities told police
that the minor first ran away, only to be
later seen on December 30, 2016 near the

hospital by a woman called Mahnoor Sa-
iyed who was moved by the sight of her
in tattered clothes. 

“From buying her clothes to running
from pillar to post to get her shelter at Vi-
kas Gruh and Manthan, Saiyed stood by
the girl every time,” said a police source.

Assistant commissioner of police
(crime branch) Rajdeepsinh Zala said
Saiyed, who is handicapped, makes it a
point to visit the girl twice a day even to-
day at VS Hospital.

Crime branch sources said that from
whatever little they could gather, they
learned that girl habitually bit people.
“We got vital clues which could lead us
to the perpetrators of the heinous cri-
me,” a crime branch official added.

“It is obvious she was not given a me-
dical check-up according to the norms of
the Juvenile Justice Act, for all the time
she was at Civil Hospital, Vikas Gruh or
VS Hospital when she taken there earli-
er. We will mention these acts of omis-
sion by the responsible agencies in the
report to be submitted to the social wel-
fare department,” a crime branch offici-
al said.

Learning-impaired rape survivor
was missing for three months

Parents Never
Filed Complaint
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Ahmedabad: City crime
branch on Friday arrested
Gopal Etalia (Patel)
the man who phoned
deputy CM Nitin Pa-
tel and said that the
stricter prohibition
laws implemented
by the state govern-
ment had curbed the
sale of alcohol but only
jacked up the prices. An
audio recording of the con-
versation went viral on so-
cial media, forcing the
DyCM to say “While hol-
ding public office, we are
appreciated and face criti-
cism all the time. However,
being government emplo-
yees, they are bound by
conduct rules and should
respect the authorities.”

Crime branch sources
said they registered an of-

fence for impersonation
against Etalia, as he iden-
tified himself as a police-
man even though he had
resigned as a Lok Rakshak
Dal jawan when had called
the deputy CM.

“Etalia joined the poli-
ce force in 2012 and resig-
ned in January 2015. He is

presently a clerk
at a Prant office in
Dhandhuka,” a se-
nior crime branch
official said.

In the recor-
ding, the deputy
CM was put in a

spot and he told Etalia, a
fixed wage worker, to do
his duty as well. Etalia is
heard telling the deputy
CM that ‘he is abiding by
his duty but liquor sale is
not curbed due to collu-
sion between his supe-
riors and those in the go-
vernment’.

The deputy CM respon-
ded to Patel’s query by as-
king for his real name and
the police station he was
posted at. Etalia is heard

saying he was at Madhav-
pura police station and al-
so mentioning his buckle
number.

Crime branch officials
said Etalia told them he
was confused while spea-
king to the Deputy CM and
made a mistake by saying
that he was currently a
Lok Rakshak Dal jawan.

“He confessed to ha-
ving called the deputy CM
to gain instant publicity.
We are now probing how
many times the clip chang-
ed hands on social media
before getting reported in
the media,” a senior crime
branch official said.

Earlier, a man who
identified himself as a
gram sewak called Jag-
dish Rojasara from Jas-
dan, had was heard in a re-
cording asking the deputy
CM when they were anno-
uncing a “lollipop” for fix-
ed pay employees. This
had riled up the deputy
CM, who dismissed such
calls as the perils of public
life.

Gopal Etalia Had
Resigned, Is Now

Clerk In Dhandhuka
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Ahmedabad: 2016 was a tur-
bulent year for city police,
with scores of protests and
rallies. The end result was
about a status quo – a 0.1% dip
in crimes. According to these
figures, the greatest fall was
seen in the number of dayti-
me house break-ins whereas
the biggest increase rise was
seen in cheating and breach
of trust cases. City police saw
a change of leadership aro-
und mid-October.

The city recorded a centu-
ry of murders last year, while
attempt to murder cases also
rose by 22.64%. The number

of rape cases rose from 59 to
112, cases of sexual assault
dipped to 131from 152. Cases of
harassment by husband or in-
laws went fell from 595 to 562.

“There will always be a de-
bate on how relevant these

statistics are. While it can gui-
de efforts towards where at-
tention should be focussed,
there is no point in taking the
officers to task on why the
number of crimes is high. We
have adopted a policy where

the onus is on detection. With
more cases registered, we be-
lieve that the number of accu-
sed on police books will be wi-
dened, which is a measure of
crime prevention,” said a se-
nior city police official, ad-
ding that their thrust area
will remain social policing.

Officials added that some
of their focus areas continue
to be vehicle theft, chain snat-
ching and violent crimes.
“Last year saw a lot of activiti-
es pertaining to coordination
between police agencies wit-
hin and outside the state. It
has been observed that a num-
ber of gangs from outside the
city are involved in robberies,
house break-ins and thefts.
The exercise will show re-
sults in the long run,” said an
official.

White-collar crime has re-
mained a concern area for ci-
ty police, rising by 32.84%
compared to 2015.

City police maintain status quo
In 2016, Daytime

Burglaries
Dipped,

Cheating Spiked
Parth.Shastri@timesgroup.com

RISE IN CHEATING CASES
Major crimes registered in Ahmedabad in 2016 and 2015 and variation
Crime 2016 2015 Variation (%)
Cheating and breach of trust 449 338 32.84

Attempt to murder 65 53 22.64

Other thefts 915 785 16.56

Kidnapping and abduction 376 335 12.23

Murder 103 92 11.95

Rioting 137 124 10.48

Hurt 1,113 1,053 5.69

Vehicle thefts 1,708 1,701 0.48

Robbery (including chain-snatching) 125 130 -3.84

House break-in (night) 385 465 -17.20

House break-in (day) 64 104 -38.46

Total of serious offences 8,415 8,424 -0.10

Ahmedabad: An 18-year old yo-
uth, a student of a private insti-
tute in Gandhinagar district
and a resident of Vasna, died in a
road accident on Thursday
night.

According to the Adalaj poli-
ce, Sart-
hak Shah,
a resident
of Malay
Apart-
ment in
Vasna,

used to study at United World In-
stitute at Uvarsad and was stay-
ing in the institute’s hostel.

On Thursday, he while retur-
ning to the institute premises
from Adalaj, a truck came from
the diagonal direction and hit
his bike. Sarthak was flung from
his bike and fell on the road. A
car coming from behind ran
over him.

In another mishap, two cars
collided near Adalaj crossroads
in which three persons were re-
ported injured. Both the inci-
dents are being investigated by
the Adalaj police.

Youth dies 
in Adalaj
accident

STAR-STUDDED WEDDING 
TOI

Former deputy prime minister and BJP leader L K Advani and former BJP national general secretary 
Sanjay Joshi visited Ahmedabad on Friday. Advani and Joshi attended the wedding reception of veteran
Gujarat BJP leader Surendra Patel’s granddaughter and former minister Bimal Shah’s daughter. Joshi also
met the families of late BJP leaders Gabhaji Thakor and Maulik Joshi. Sanjay Joshi left for 
Vadodara on Friday night

Ahmedabad: Seeking equ-
al rights for a safe access to
public spaces for women
and other minority commu-
nities, individuals in the ci-
ty will support and partici-
pate in a nationwide inter-
sectional march organized
by ‘I Will Go Out’ (IWGO), a
collective of individuals
and groups fighting for equ-
al rights of minority gro-
ups. It also advocates for wo-
men’s right to be seen, heard
and be in public spaces at
any given time. 

The protest march is be-
ing held across 20 Indian ci-
ties including Ahmedabad,
Bangalore, Mumbai, Pune,
Delhi, Chennai, Hyderabad,
Kolkata, Lucknow, Pondi-
cherry and Goa, among
others.

“We also protest the ex-
clusion of the whole range
of marginalized communi-
ties in a space that is increa-

singly defining itself as gen-
dered and heteronormati-
ve. We also aim to reclaim
highly gendered public spa-
ces for women and girls of
every class and caste,” said
an IWGO spokesperson.

The protest march will
also be supported by the
Lesbian Gay Bisexual
Transgender Queer Inter-
sex Asexual (LGBTQIA)
community in Ahmedabad,
as they also face violence
from heteronormative com-
munities. IWGO has issued
a series of recommenda-
tions for the government to
make women feel safe in
public spaces.

Following the march, a
national manifesto inclu-
ding these recommenda-
tions along with region-spe-
cific petitions, enlisting de-
mands to curb street harass-
ment and promote women’s
right to public spaces in In-
dia, would be presented be-
fore the President.

March to seek safe
access to public

spaces for women
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: A delegation
from Mauritius headed by Mi-
nister of Business, Enterpri-
se and Cooperatives (MBEC)
Sunil Bholah Soomilduth, vi-
sited the Entrepreneurship
Development Institute of In-
dia (EDII) in Gandhinagar on
Friday. Soomilduth was ac-
companied by D Gaoneadry,
Acting Permanent Secretary,
MBEC and G Seechurn, Direc-
tor of the National Institute
for Cooperative Entreprene-
urship (NICE). 

“Now, is the time for small
organisations, employing ba-
rely 20 to 30 people. We have
spotted the potential of the
SME sector and are thus fo-
cussing on the same,” said So-
omliduth.

The delegation is on a visit
to India to set up collaboration
with relevant Indian authori-
ties in the field of entreprene-
urship and cooperatives.

“The Mauritian govern-
ment is betting on SMEs and
so, we are looking at designing
training programmes for the
same,” he said. TNN

Mauritian
delegation
visits EDII

Ahmedabad: Gujarat high court has
ruled that it cannot restrain any web-
site or internet search engi-
ne Google from posting any
of its orders online.

Justice RM Chhaya on
Thursday turned down a pe-
tition filed by one Dharmraj
Dave, who had urged the co-
urt to direct a law portal and
tech-giant Google to delete
an HC judgement from in-
ternet because such a pub-
lic exhibition of the order might jeo-
pardize his chances of migrating to
Australia.

According to case details, Dave was
charged for murder and criminal
conspiracy in 2001 in Jamnagar. A ses-
sions court acquitted him of all char-

ges in 2004, but the state government
challenged his acquittal. In 2007, the
high court confirmed his acquittal.
But while he was preparing to migrate

to Australia, a law portal
posted Dave’s acquittal or-
der and it could be reached
through Google.

Offended with this dis-
play of the order on inter-
net, Dave requested the
portal and Google India
Pvt Ltd to remove the link
and delete the data. 

When he did not get po-
sitive response, he approached the HC
and complained that the “overzealous
act” of the portal to post the order onli-
ne was nothing but “indisciplined and
without any authority and it has ad-
versely affected the personal and pro-
fessional life of the petitioner”. 

He argued that posting court or-
ders online is the exclusive domain of
court registrar, and the portal as well
as Goggle have “no authority to publi-
cly exhibit such orders”.

While the law portal did not parti-
cipate in the proceedings, Google’s ad-
vocate argued that the search engine
was in no way connected with publica-
tion of the order on the internet and it
was not in a position, both as legal and
a technical matter, to comply with any
of the orders.

After discussing in details on who
can be given copy of court orders, the
HC dismissed Dave’s petition by say-
ing that he could not point out any le-
gal provision by which the HC can
restrain anybody from publishing co-
urt orders on websites. The HC, howe-
ver, permitted Dave “to take any other
recourse, if available, in law”.

Can’t restrain law portal, Google from
posting court orders online: High court

Ram Sharma, a resident of
Gota, has filed a complaint
with Satellite police for
cheating of Rs 46.7 lakh. As
per his complaint, accused
Hemant Patel, who has an
office at Sunrise Global
Trading at Iskon Mall, Jodh-
pur crossroads, along with
administration manager,
legal manager and a woman
Shivani Sharma promised
him and his friend Dhiraj
good returns on onion and
garlic and had purchased the
stock worth Rs 46.7 lakh in
December 2016 and January
2017 but did not pay the
money as promised.

Bapunagar resident
loses tickets, cash: A
Bapunagar resident has filed
a complaint with Shaherkot-
da police for snatching of Rs
56,000 cash along with airline
and train tickets. According
to a complaint filed by Kas-
hyap Thakkar, a resident of
Shreedhar Tenement, he was
passing by Pushpraj Estate at
5.15 pm on January 18 when
two men came near him on a
bike and snatched his leather
pouch containing cash and
tickets.
Two held for murder 
A team of Gandhinagar
police's SOG arrested Ma-
hesh Marwadi and Lakshman
Marwadi, both residents of
Sector 24, for the murder of
Jagdishji Thakor, 32, two
days ago. The duo was app-
rehended from Jhalor, Ra-
jasthan, on Friday. Investiga-
tors said that the duo was
earlier involved in offences
such as chain snatching and
house break-ins. 

Body fished out: Body of a
youth was fished out from
Fatewadi canal on Friday
morning. Police said that the
youth was wearing jeans and
T-shirt. On the basis of the
decomposition, police su-
spect that the body was in
the water for at least two
days. Bavla police have
started investigating the
case and have sent the body
for post-mortem to ascertain
cause of death.

PUNCH-NAMA

Businessman
cheated of ̀̀ 46.7L

Mahavirsinh Vaghela fled after closing his shop. Agitated local
residents went to his shop and painted “Hawaskhor Mahavirsinh”
(Lecher Mahavirsinh) in Gujarati with black paint on the shop’s
shutters

Ex-LRD jawan who called
DyCM held for posing as cop 
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CCTV footage of the parking lot

The crime scene 
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Ahmedabad: Cash and valua-
bles worth Rs 1.42 lakh were re-
ported stolen from a residence
in Ranip.

According to the complaint
by Ajit Rathod, a resident of
Sheetalwadi Society, some-
body broke into his residence
between 3 am and 7.30 am on
January 19 and stole gold and
silver ornaments along with
cash from a safe in his resi-
dence. He has filed a complaint
for theft with Ranip police. 

Cash,
valuables

stolen
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