Hubballi to get country’s

largest startup incubator
Skill Centre To Help Graduate 5K Students/Year
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Hubballi: Indian-American
entrepreneur, philanthropist
and venture capitalist Guru-
rajDeshpandeis settingup In-
dia’s biggest startup incuba-
tor in Hubballi, about 400km
from Bengaluru.

The 82,000-sqft facility is
expected to open in Septem-
ber. It will have the capacity to
seat over 1,200 people, which
means it can accommodate at
least 200 startups. The star-
tupswillbemainly from Dhar-
wad district, said Deshpande
at a startup event at Infosys’s
new campus in Hubballi. Indi-
a’s current biggest incubator
isT-Hubin Telangana, housed
ina70,000-sqft building.

The Hubballi programme
is a significant expansion of
anideathatthe DeshpandeFo-
undation — founded by Desh-
pandeand his wife Jaishree—
seeded in 2008 and which has
grown to be successful in the
region. Called the Sandbox,
theobjective wastoencourage
problem-solvers from the lo-
cal community and allow

The facility is being
set up by Indian-Amer-
ican entrepreneur,
philanthropist and
venture capitalist
Gururaj Deshpande

them to come with solutions
with help from the foundation
in terms of management, a fi-
nancial model and connec-
tionstoglobal innovators.
Several innovative solu-
tions have emerged through
this programme, including a
software-enabled  machine
that helps automate the pro-
cessof sortingcashewnutsac-
cording to their quality, and a
technique to improve the pro-
ductivity of cotton farmers.
Some 50 startups are part of
the Sandbox. All of them will
movetothenewfacility onceit

isready. “The new facility will
have a makers’ lab, 3D prin-
ting lab, IoT (internet-of-
things) lab. It will focus on all
sectors — from manufactu-
ring and agriculture to IoT,”
said Deshpande Foundation
chief executive Naveen Jha.

Deshpande was born in
Hubballi, graduated from IIT-
Madras and moved to the US.
In1998, helaunched Sycamore
Networks. The company went
public in October 1999, and by
March 2000, it was worth near-
ly $45 billion. With his 21%
shareholding, Deshpande be-
came one of the wealthiest
self-made businessmen in the
world. But when the internet
bubble burst, Sycamore’s sha-
res too crashed, and it never
quite recovered from it. In
2010, US President Barack
Obama appointed Deshpande
as co-chair of the National Ad-
visory Council on Innovation
and Entrepreneurship.

On Friday Deshpande also
announced the foundation will
launch its biggest skill develop-
mentcentrein April. Thiscentre,
he said, will be able to graduate
5,000studentsevery year.



