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Ahmedabad: French-born Indian citizen Michel
Danino, a guest faculty,
who was conferred the
Padma Shri on Thursday
for his contribution to-
wards ‘Literature &
Education’ was felicitated
at the Indian Institute of
Technology, Gandhinagar
(IITGN) on Friday. Danino
who teaches a course on

the Indian Culture and Civilization, played a
key role in establishing a Centre for
Archaeological Sciences at IITGN.

In his acceptance speech, Danino said that
pursuit of understanding the purpose and
meaning of life brought him from France to
India back in 1977 at the age of 21, leaving be-
hind his career and family.

He said, “The Indian culture is very deep-
rooted. The ancient India has been constantly
questioning the meaning ofhuman existence
and purpose oflife. This resulted in a strong so-
ciety, its values and it helped India survive in
spite of all odds.”  ENS

IITGN fetes Padma
awardee Danino

MICHEL DANINO

Industrialist’s son kidnapped from Silvassa
Surat:A 26-year-old son ofan industrialist was
allegedly kidnapped from near his factory in
the union Territory ofSilvassa when he was re-
turning to his home in Vapi in Valsad district
in his car on Monday evening. The victim’s car
was abandoned on Vapi-Dharampur road in
Valsad district, on Tuesday afternoon, police
said.

Bharat Saraf, a resident of Vapi, looks after
his father Pramod Saraf’s yarn manufacturing
factory at Naroli GIDC in Silvassa. On Monday
evening, Bharat, was returning home in his
Innova (DN-09K-0402), from the factory. After
ten minutes of driving, just a few metres far
from his factory, four youths intercepted his
car. 

They picked up a quarrel with Bharat and
pushed him to the back seat and drove away
the car. A youth, who was riding a bike, saw the
entire incident. He immediately rushed to
Bharat’s company and informed about the in-
cident. 

The company officials immediately
reached the spot and since there was no one
there they informed Bharat’s father. Pramod
Sarafimmediately came to Silvassa and lodged
a complaint of kidnap against unknown per-

sons in this connection. Police took statements
of the eye witness of the incident and started
probe. 

On Tuesday afternoon, another youth, rid-
ing a bike on Vapi-Dharampur road in Valsad
district, found an abandoned car (DN-09K-
0402) near Nanaponda village. He peeped in-
side the car and found blood stains on its back
seat following which he informed the Valsad
police. Police reached the spot with FSL offi-
cials and took samples of the blood from the
car. From the car registration number they
found that the car is owned by one Pramod
Saraf, a resident of Vapi. 

Pramod told Valsad police that his son was
kidnapped on Monday evening in Silvassa
while he was travelling in that car and a com-
plaint in this connection had already been reg-
istered with Silvassa police.  

Silvassa police inspector Devasiya
Sebastian, who is the investigation officer, said,
“Bharat, the victim, seems to have a scuffle with
the kidnappers which caused blood stains on
the car’s back seat. Till now no ransom call had
been received by Pramod or any of his family
members. We are probing the case and look-
ing after all the possibilities.” ENS
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EVEN AS rising number of sick Micro Small
and Medium Enterprises (MSME) units con-
tinue to plague Gujarat, the
Entrepreneurship Development Institute of
India (EDII) in Ahmedabad is reportedly
working in 'policy formation' for MSMEs at
both the state- and central-level to counter
this through policy interventions. In 2016,
close to 42,500 MSME units reported sick in
the state, the number second only to Uttar
Pradesh (UP) and Maharashtra. 

Commenting on this, EDII Director Sunil
Shukla said, “We have been involved with
both the centre and the state governments
in evolving and strengthening an MSME
policy and also working with the SMEs in
Rajkot, Vadodara, Jamnagar in Gujarat.
There are three kinds of barriers for MSMEs
and basically one is entry barrier: why peo-
ple don't come, which is where entrepre-
neurship comes into place and once they
come then there is a growth barrier; in
which there are issues of taxation and in-
centives. The third and the most crucial
point in which not a lot of attention is given
is 'exit barrier'. Even today to shut down a
company is not that easy. It takes at least
five years to close down a company.
Entrepreneurs should have the freedom
and flexibility that if a business is no more

viable then they should be able to close it
and start another unit.”

Adding that intervention in this issue by
EDII would also mean students managing
'sick' units in the state, Shukla pointed out
Mumbai-based alumni Rajesh Pandey, a se-
rial entrepreneur and current student Ruhi
Pradhan who revived a sick textile unit in
Vapi last year. 

Shukla added, "There is a stigma at-
tached to failure, people are not differen-
tiating that failure of an enterprise is not
the failure of an entrepreneur- both are
two different things. In developed nations,
if someone fails there then he declares
himself 'bankrupt' and then he or she can
go to a financial institution and start an-
other enterprise. So all this should be en-
compassed in a policy for MSMEs and a
large number of our MSMEs are from the
'micro segment'. Our alumni from the first
batch Rajesh Pandey is a 'serial entrepre-
neur' based in Mumbai who has been buy-
ing only sick enterprises that are on the
verge of closing down, turning it around
and then he moves on to the next project."

Ruhi Pradhan who revived and took over
a sick textile unit in Vapi told the paper, "In
just three months since I took over, we
bagged three big work orders from e-com-
merce players ofmanufacturing 45,000 units
and now have a staff of 51 people, including
10 odd people who had lost their jobs ear-
lier.”
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INVESTIGATION INTOthe alleged module of
Islamic State (IS) in Kerala has revealed that
its recruiter Abdul Rashid used invisible in-
ternet project or darknet to communicate
with his handler. A darknet is a network with
restricted access and is mainly used for illegal
peer-to-peer communication.

The National Investigation Agency (NIA)
suspects that Kerala-based Rashid, who al-
legedly fled to Afghanistan last year alongwith
20 others to fight with the IS, used the masked
internet service to talk to Shafi Armar alias
Yusuf, identified as his handler.  

The NIA stumbled upon this information
while investigating a complaint filed by one
Abdul Majeed. The latter had approached the
agency with a complaint that his son Ashfaque
fled India to join IS after being radicalised by
four people, including Rashid. The others, Arshi
Qureshi, Rizwan Khan, and Mohammad

Haneef, have already been arrested and are in
judicial custody.

While Qureshi was a guest manager ofthe
now-banned Islamic Research Foundation
(IRF), Khan was a volunteer with Mazgaon
NGO Al Birr Foundation. Haneefwas an imam

based out ofKerala.  “We interrogated Rashid’s
brother. He revealed that Rashid had been us-
ing darknet for communication. He asserted
that Rashid had not shared any more details
regarding the technology. Since it is difficult to
track digital footprint in the case of darknet,
we haven’t been able to retrieve much from
articles seized from his home,” said an official. 

NIA officials said that in the chargesheet
the agency will file next month, it will state
that Ashfaque was slowly drawn into the IS
fold through sustained indoctrination. This
included showing him videos of the execu-
tions carried out by IS and articles in IS
mouthpiece Dabiq. Sources, however, said
they have not found evidence to link televan-
gelist and IRF founder Zakir Naik to the case.
“While Ashfaque was a regular at IRF office in
Dongri, we have not found any evidence to link
Naik to the case,” sources said, adding that the
probe had also revealed that IRF didn’t fund
any of Ashfaque’s foreign travels. “While the
four accused radicalised Ashfaque, there is no
common link connecting them,” they added.

‘Recruits contact kin’ 
Mumbai: NIA officials said Abdul Rashid
and Asfaque, in a recent communica-
tion with their families, had denied
joining any terror outfit and said they
were leading “the life ofa purist”. “Asfa-
que’s father claims that last month he
received a WhatsApp call during which
Ashfaque told him that he was working
at a medical store in Afghanistan. The
call was not recorded. So we doubt the
claim. Rashid’s relatives told us that he
had communicated through Telegram
that he was teaching at a school,” said
NIA sources.  ENS

KERALA

IS-module recruiter used
darknet to talk to handler

appointed independent director of EdCIL
(India) Ltd, a Mini Ratna PSU under the
Ministry of Human Resource Development.

■ National general secretary of BJP’s
Mahila Morcha unit L Victoria Gowri has
been appointed on the board of Kamarajar
Port Ltd under the Ministry of Shipping.

■ Vishakha Shailani, who contested the
2012 municipal elections in Delhi, has been
appointed independent director of National
Scheduled Castes Finance and Development
Corporation.

On Friday, The Indian Express reported

that 10 BJP leaders including Shazia Ilmi,
Rajika Kacheria, Asifa Khan, Surama Padhy
and Kiran Ghai Sinha have been appointed
on boards ofbluechip PSUs such as Engineers
India Ltd, Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd,
National Aluminium Company Ltd,
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd,
among others.

Reached for comment, Shailani, who has
been with the BJP for 25 years, said she went
ahead with the formalities of applying for
the post of independent director on receiving
directions from the party’s state unit.

“Abhi kuchch chal toh rahi thi prakriya,
woh toh hai meri jaankaari mein, jo formali-
ties hoti hain, woh maine poori ki hai (Some

activity was happening, I am aware of that. I
have completed all necessary formalities),”
she said.

Jyoti Kaushal Sheth, who is the women’s
wing president of Gujarat BJP, said the
process of her application for the post was
initiated by the party. She later received calls
from “a fertiliser company” inquiring about
her experience in public life.

Rajkishore Das confirmed his appoint-
ment, and said he received a call from an un-
dersecretary in the Department of
Chemicals, and he applied accordingly.

Gangidi Manohar Reddy, L Victoria
Gowri, Harshad A Patel could not be reached
for comments.

management committee,” said Sunil Singh,
the outfit’s state president.

“Adityanathji had given a list ofaround 10
candidates, but the BJP gave tickets to only two
ofthem. We cannot tolerate this any more and
that’s why we have decided to field candidates
(as independents) against BJP,” said Singh.

“We had assured voters in Gorakhpur dur-
ing the Lok Sabha campaign in 2014 that they
will elect an MP as well as an Union Minister
by voting for Adityanathji. But that did not
happen. The BJP also ignored him during its
Parivartan Yatra last year. The photograph of

our mass leader was not on posters and ban-
ners of the yatra. The BJP gave preference to
Rajnath Singh, Keshav Prasad Maurya, Uma
Bharti and Kalraj Mishra,” claimed Singh.

Asked if Adityanath’s consent was taken
before the HYV decided to field candidates,
Singh said, “The BJP has done some black
magic on Adityanathji. We have units in all
districts of UP and our workers have been
asked to vote against BJP and campaign in
favour ofany non-BJP candidate who follows
an ideology similar to that of HYV.”

When contacted, Adityanath declined to
speak on why HYV was fielding candidates
on its own — the Friday list included candi-
dates for Khadda, Kushinagar and Padrauna
seats in Kushinagar district and Paniyara,
Pharenda and Siswa in Maharajganj.

The BJP, meanwhile, is appealing to voters

to “ignore personal ambitions”. “The HYV
candidates will not affect the winning
prospects ofBJP nominees. People have faith
in the BJP and its leadership. The BJP appeals
to all those who want UP to be free from SP
and BSP to ignore personal ambitions and
support Prime Minister Narendra Modi,” said
Chandra Mohan, state spokesperson, BJP.

Adityanath is a five-time Lok Sabha MP
from Gorakhpur, and the only BJP candidate
from UP, apart from Narendra Modi and
Rajnath Singh, to campaign for candidates
from other NDA parties in the 2014 Lok Sabha
elections. The BJP had even provided him
with a helicopter to campaign in districts
with a mixed population of Hindus and
Muslims. Adityanath had led the party’s
campaign in byelections to 12 assembly
seats, too, after the Lok Sabha polls.

PSU boards 

BJP’s latest
opponent

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

professes to be democratic and liberal. So
this whole idea ofdifferential access to fair-
ness is something I denounce,” Narayanan,
who joined Ashoka University in 2015 as
an assistant professor in its mathematics
department, told The Indian Express.

Before joining Ashoka University,
Rajendran worked as a visiting lecturer at
Cornell where he had completed his Ph.D
from the Department ofStatistical Science
in 2012. He holds a Bachelors in statistics
from St. Xavier’s College, Kolkata and a
Masters in applied statistics and informat-
ics from IIT Bombay.

Responding to a questionnaire, Imran
Ali, vice president, external engagement
at Ashoka University, wrote: “Prof
Narayanan resigned in mid-December
2016. There was no prior indication or in-
formation about his resignation and it
came to us as a total surprise. As per his
resignation letter, the reasons behind this
decision were personal.”

Perturbed by the recent developments,
the ‘student government’ — an elected
body representing close to 700 undergrad-
uate students — wrote to the university
vice-chancellor and pro-vice chancellor on
December 20, seeking clarifications on the
spate of resignations. 

“The student government, in its letter
sent on December 20, asked some pointed
questions to the vice-chancellor and the
pro-vice chancellor. We wanted to know
if the university had done anything to get
Professor Narayanan to change his mind.
We also asked ifhe (Narayanan) was asked
to show remorse for participating in the
Kashmir petition,” said an undergraduate
student who did not wish to be identified.

V-C Rudrangshu Mukherjee and Pro V-
C Vineet Gupta replied on December 22,
promising to hold a meeting with the stu-
dents as soon as the university re-opens
after the winter break. Sources said the
meeting is expected to take place Saturday.

In his response to the questionnaire, Ali
said, “The university has been closed for
winter break since mid-December and
opened only on 23rd January. During the
winter break, senior members of the uni-
versity leadership have been in constant
communication over email and phone
with the student government and have ad-

dressed their concerns.”
Clarifying some of the immediate con-

cerns of the students, Mukherjee and
Gupta jointly wrote in an email on
December 22: “Prof Narayanan has not
been asked to show his remorse for sign-
ing the petition. It is true however that the
governing body was not happy about the
fact that the university’s name was used by
those who authored and signed the peti-
tion and had recommended the setting up
of a four-member advisory committee
(later also endorsed by all faculty) compris-
ing Professors Malabika Sarkar, Mahesh
Rangarajan and Vaiju Naravane and
Founder and Trustee Ashish Gupta, which
has just submitted its report (Professor
Narayanan also deposed before the com-
mittee). The committee did not ask
Professor Narayanan to show remorse.”   

The ‘student government’ organised a
vigil for Narayanan on the campus on
Tuesday, which was attended by over 100
undergraduate students and some faculty
members. Commenting on the vigil, Ali
said, “We believe that different people in
the university have different views on mat-
ter offree speech and other matters related
to the university. The vigil helped different
people share these views in a very con-
structive manner.”

The Indian Express has learnt that the
university administration had moved a pro-
posal to fire Narayanan for his participation
in the Kashmir petition. Faculty members,
who spoke on the condition of anonymity,
said that the four-member committee had
deliberated on the proposal to dismiss him.

Asked if he was aware of such a pro-
posal, Narayanan said, “When the whole
matter was brought up by the faculty coun-
cil through an email, all the teachers were
apprised that there was a proposal to dis-
miss me and, I think, the governing body
had moved the proposal to dismiss me.
Then, ofcourse, a lot of faculty rallied to say
that there are no grounds ofdismissal here.
I found the whole thing very astonishing.
It was because ofmy involvement with the
workers welfare committee and for sign-
ing the letter (Kashmir petition). These
were the two documented reasons for my
proposed dismissal. As on the day I re-
signed, there still was no resolution to my

proposed dismissal. This prolonged process
was unwarranted and excruciating.”

“Given the fact I did not violate any uni-
versity policy, I felt that the entire process
was conducted in a manner that you are
guilty until proven innocent and that is just
the opposite ofhow jurisprudence works.
That to me is not acceptable. So there are
two things (reasons for resignation). One is
the lack of fairness/transparency in the
way the university dealt with the other
staff and second, under the given circum-
stances, continuing any further meant that
I would be compromising on my integrity
and self-respect,” he said.

Ashoka University, however, denied
that such a proposal was moved. “This is
completely inaccurate. The governing
body moved no such resolution,” Ali said. 

On the four-member committee, Ali
added, “A four-member advisory commit-
tee was set up by the governing body as a
fact finding committee and not for any “pro-
posed dismissal” as is being suggested. The
governing body was concerned with the use
ofthe university’s name by a small group of
people and had sought facts to the matter to
be placed before it. The recommendations
ofthe committee are confidential.  However,
we can unequivocally state that the recom-
mendations do not suggest that Prof
Rajendran should leave or be dismissed.” He
also said that the university did not face any
backlash either from the state government
or Centre for the Kashmir petition.

On the university’s stand on freedom of
speech on campus, Ali said, “Ashoka
University is committed to freedom of
speech and expression. All constituents of
the university have access to many inter-
nal platforms to express their views with-
out restriction. The vigil was only one such
platform and demonstrates Ashoka’s com-
mitment to free speech.”

Ashoka University is a private educational
institution built through “collective public
philanthropy.” It is backed by big names in
business and academia including Sanjeev
Bikhchandani ofnaukri.com; Sid Yog, man-
aging partner, Xander Group; Puneet Dalmia,
MD & CEO, Dalmia Bharat Cement; Pramath
Raj Sinha, founding dean, Indian School of
Business; and, sociologist Andre Beteille who
is the chancellor ofthe university. 

Attacking the Badals, who head the rul-
ing SAD, the Congress leader claimed “they
have grabbed every business in Punjab”.
In the same breath, he targeted the Prime
Minister for backing the Akalis.

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi claims
he is the protector of religion and fights
corruption. In Hinduism, truth is most im-
portant. But he will come to Punjab and
stand by Sukhbir Badal to claim he fights
corruption. How can you fight corruption
with Akalis? It is not possible.”

Navjot Singh Sidhu, who recently quit
the BJP and joined Congress, was also pres-
ent on the stage at the rally organised by
Congress Majitha candidate Sukhjinder Raj
Singh Lali Majithia who is up against
Punjab minister Bikram Singh Majithia,
the ruling SAD candidate.

The AAP, contesting the Punjab assembly
polls for the first time, had been mocking the
Congress for not announcing a CM candi-

date. At his rallies, AAP chiefArvind Kejriwal
had repeatedly claimed that Sidhu was the
unofficial CM candidate ofthe Congress be-
cause Rahul did not like Amarinder.

So, Rahul hit out at Kejriwal and his
party: “AAP will say in Delhi that Punjab’s
water is for Delhi. In Haryana, they will say
it is for Haryana, and in Punjab, they will
say it is for Punjab. Their leader wants to
become the Chief Minister of both Delhi
and Punjab. AAP pushed 40,000 Delhi
workers and leaders into Punjab to tell
people how Punjab should be run. Punjab
does not need to be controlled via remote.
Punjab will be run by Punjab and its peo-
ple. Punjab’s Chief Minister is going to be
from Punjab. I want to tell you that the
Punjab CM is sitting here.”

“It won’t be the one-man government
you have seen in Delhi. Captain Amarinder
Singh will take every decision after dis-
cussing it with Congress workers and peo-

ple of Punjab,” Rahul said.
Congress sources said the announce-

ment by Rahul was also aimed at strength-
ening the claim ofAmarinder on the Lambi
seat where he is taking on Chief Minister
Parkash Singh Badal. “Now we will tell vot-
ers of Lambi that you are going to be rep-
resented by the CM again,” a Congress
leader said.

Attacking the Akalis again at his rallies
in Talwandi Sabo and Bathinda, Rahul re-
peatedly invoked the first guru of the
Sikhs. “Guru Nanak Sahib said ‘sab tera’ but
the Badal philosophy is ‘sab mera’.
Congress will restore the spirit of ‘tera hai’
(it’s yours) and not ‘mera hai’ (it’s mine)
which Badals established over the last 10
years. This is the reason they are seeking a
share in every business of Punjab... In
Punjab, there is Badal (cloud) all over and
this is the reason why there is no sunshine.
Brightness has faded away,” he said.

“It is a strange party. It tied up with the
Left in West Bengal to survive in the state.
Whatever they (Left) gave (as seats), it ac-
cepted... In Uttar Pradesh, it attacked the
SP. Then it went for an alliance... It saw an
opportunity in the rift within the SP,” he
said.

The country, Modi said, is witnessing
the results of “politics of destruction” fol-
lowed for 70 years. “Now, we have started
politics of development,” he said.

Referring to criticism of the demoneti-
sation move, he claimed he had been fac-
ing “zulm” (atrocities) for the last three
months. “Mujh par pichchle teen mahino me
bahut zulm hue hain. Par yeh Modi hai, zulm
ke saamne jhukta nahin” (I have been sub-
jected to many atrocities in the last three
months. But I am Modi, I will never give in).”

“Earlier, when one used to pick up the
morning newspaper, one would only see
how much money was lost (“kitna gaya”)

in 2G, coal scam... but now newspapers tell
you how much is coming back (“kitna
aaya”),” he said.

Modi’s address lifted BJP spirits after
party men had tried in vain to stop people,
who had waited four hours at the venue,
began leaving when he began his address.
BJP leaders tried to make them stay back
but many in the crowd left, saying there
would be a rush later to exit.

— WITH PTI

December 7, 2016.
Detailing the interview process, the

sources said:
■ 10 female and five male candidates

received calls from Raj Bhavan for an in-
terview at the premises for the PRO’s post
on November 7. These candidates had
been shortlisted after they appeared in an
interview at the Chief Minister’s Office in
December 2015.

■On November 7, the candidates were
interviewed by the Secretary and Under
Secretary, Raj Bhavan.

■ On November 28, five female and
two male candidates were interviewed by
the Secretary, Under Secretary and
Director ofDepartment of Information and
Public Relations (DIPR).

■On December 7, all seven were called
again for an interview the same day, when
the Governor and Secretary met them one-

by-one between 10 am and 3.30 pm. Each
were then given separate topics to write re-
ports on. Later, they were asked to read out,
one by one, what they had written.

■Some women candidates later got di-
rect calls from the Governor to appear for
another interview on December 8, during
which two of them later reported alleged
“indecent behaviour” by Shanmuganathan.

While the two women appointed as
PROs were not available for comment, it is
learnt that one of them had travelled to
Itanagar with the Governor during his last
official trip four days ago.

Sources said it was from Itanagar that
Shanmuganathan sent his resignation let-
ter to the President, after which he flew
out to New Delhi via Guwahati on Friday.
In Guwahati, he also offered prayers at the
Kamakhya Temple.

One woman candidate, who was not

selected, said she had received a message
from another woman candidate about al-
leged “indecent behaviour” by the
Governor during their one-to-one inter-
view on December 8. “Two of the candi-
dates I know got direct calls from the
Governor asking them to appear in the
personal interview on December 8,” al-
leged the candidate, who was not called
for the final round.

H M Shangpliang, Secretary to the
Governor, was not available for comment
on the allegations that led to
Shanmuganathan’s resignation.

On Wednesday, over 80 Raj Bhavan em-
ployees had levelled several allegations
against the Governor, including these ap-
pointments, in a five-page letter to the prime
minister and President. The employees also
alleged that Shanmuganathan had turned
the Raj Bhavan into a “young ladies’ club”.

foul. The cheapest ticket early Friday for
the 45-minute flight to Jammu on
Saturday was going for Rs 20,648.

“I had to go to Bangladesh for studies.
I booked my ticket from Delhi to Dhaka
for around Rs 12,000 rupees but I had to
pay over Rs 17,000 for the ticket from
Srinagar to Delhi,” said a college student,
who did not wish to be identified.

“This doesn’t happen in any other sec-
tor but in Kashmir. When we ask the air-

lines, they say it is all about supply and de-
mand but you don’t see such a steep in-
crease anywhere,” said Rauf Tramboo,
president, Adventure Tour Operators
Association Kashmir.

A private airline employee, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said the fares
were linked to “profitability”. “Last sum-
mer, our flights were virtually empty and
the rates were so low. This is a season-
based sector,” he said.

“We have done our best to convey 
our concerns to the higher-ups in the 
government. We have been writing to 
the Union Tourism Ministry but 
nothing substantial has come out. It is a
complete failure on the part of the gov-
ernment and tourism department. Why
would anybody come here, when they
can get a four-day package for Dubai for
a one-way fare to Srinagar?” said
Tramboo.

Lone teacher to sign Kashmir petition quits 
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