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Courting 
love failure

I
spent the last two days 
in a workshop on 
failure. At one point 
someone said the kind 
of thing people say 

about failure in workshops 
and magazine articles: 
“Failure is delayed 
success.” “Is it?” asked 
someone else. “Like if 
you’re in love with 
someone and they don’t 
care for you but marry 
someone else, is that 
delayed success?” We all 
laughed.

This made me wonder – 
what would you do when 
confronted with the 
possibility of love that is 
bound to fail? Would you 
go ahead or would you 
hold back?

“Depends what we 
mean by failing,” asked 
MT, 31, gay male and a 
gender activist. “If there 
was no permanence in the 
offing, I might just have 
some fun with the person 
and move on.”

Conventionally love 
failure is interpreted as a 
feeling not culminating in 
a relationship of some 
kind. But could it be seen 
in another way?

“You could meet 
someone who you feel 
really attracted to, but who 
you know will be bad for 
you. They may make you 
feel insecure, unlovable, or 
push your buttons in ways 
that are bad for your 
relationship with 
yourself,” said AA, 46, 
female, management 
consultant, now married 
for a decade. “But once in 
a while if I’m very 
attracted, I have gone 
ahead, knowing the risks 
involved.”

What about the process 
of letting yourself fall in 
love with someone 
knowing it’s not just 
impossible but definitely 
unrequited?

“How can you control 
that? It’s a matter of 
feelings, na?” said our 
31-year-old colleague. “Of 
course you can!” say the 
others all of whom happen 
to be women. “You might 
start talking to them less 
or simply avoid meeting 
them until you’ve got 
some distance.” Everyone 
nodded sagely. The 
31-year-old looked 
unconvinced.

This pragmatism is 

understandable. After all 
even if you fall in love 
with eyes wide shut as they 
say, is there any real 
insulation from the pain 
which will follow the 
inevitable reality check?

And having allowed 
yourself to enter that 
world of emotional 
Instagram filters, that is 
falling in love — where 
everything feels 
heightened and 
kaleidoscopically sensual 
— how to reconcile with 
world of sensible, neutral 
colours? Why set oneself 
up for those steady lows 
that follow the heady 
highs?

I remember dithering 
on the threshold of such a 
situation once (or a dozen 
times). I would rhapsodise 
to friends about the 
headlong intoxication and 
unadulterated pleasure of 
spending time with the 
object of my affection, and 
then like a true addict say, 
“One last time, then I’m 
out.” Quite like Carrie 
Fisher in When Harry Met 
Sally who would 
constantly discuss her 
relationship with a 
caddish married man and 
then say, “I must stop, I 
really must stop” but never 
really stop.

One night I discussed 
my fear of the impending 
love failure involved. She 
listened, mused a little, 
then said, “So what? Do it. 
It sounds like so much fun 
– just having that feeling, 
that walking on sunshine 
high. Sure, you’ll crash 
sometime and I’m not 
going to say you’ll feel ok. 
But when you fall, we’ll be 
here – all your friends – 
right? We’ll take care of 
you then, so go ahead, 
enjoy the feeling.”

Perhaps like some 
creative projects, that kind 
of freely felt love, never 
asking for an outcome can 
be passionate and idealistic 
– to enjoy the feeling as my 
friend said, for its own 
sake and nothing else. 
Maybe it also gives you a 
new meaning of failure. 
Stay safe, learn nothing 
new. Jump in for joy and 
maybe learn something 
about your own 
capabilities and capacity 
to love. That’s a failure 
worth occasionally 
courting.

T
he prestigious Padma awards 
were conferred on seven Guja-
ratis on Tuesday. Jain spiritual 
guru Ratna Sundar Maharaj was 
awarded the Padma Bhushan – 

the third highest civilian award. While 
six others –Purushottam Upadhyay 

(Art-Music), Subroto Das (medicine), 
Genabhai Patel (Agriculture), Devendra 
Patel (Medicine), VG Patel (Literature 
and Education), Vishnu Pandya (Litera-
ture) – have been conferred the Padma 
Shri.

The focus of this year’s Padma 

awards, according to the officials in the 
Home Ministry, was on recognising tal-
ent of unknown and unsung heroes of 
the country. Mirror profiles the awar-
dees and their extraordinary contribu-
tion to the society which has earned 
them one of the highest civilian hon-
ours in the country. AM

Seven Gujaratis bring 
home the Padma glory
Jain spiritual guru receives Padma Bhushan, six others get Padma Shri

Purushottam 
Upadhyay, 82
Singer

A huge proponent of 
Sugam Sang-

eet (Classical 
music), this 82 
year-old calls 
the Padma 

honour a ‘life-
time achieve-

ment award’. He 
believes that his 

life-long and unwavering devotion 
to music is what has won him this 
honour. “Once, I received an offer 
to work in Hindi films. But my love 
for Gujarati sugam sangeet was so 
great that I turned down the offer 
so that I could concentrate on my 
music.” Upadhyay has even gath-
ered quite a fan following among the 
Gujarati music lovers through his 
albums Gulmohar, Satya ni Sugandh, 
Irshaad, Ma Amba Garbawalli to
name a few. “I am immensely happy 
that the government has recognized 
my work. This is my lifetime achieve-
ment award,” he smiles.

Dr Subroto Das, 52
Provides medical help to acci-
dent victims on highways

Subroto Das is 
the pioneer of 

the highway 
emergency 
medical 
service. Das 
along with his 

wife Sushmita 
Das had co-

founded Lifeline 
Foundation, the Vadodara-based 
non-profit organization that created 
the highway accident helpline 98250 
26000. It was a personal tragedy 
that showed the doctor his true 
mission in life. Das and his wife were 
travelling on Ahmedabad-Vadodara 
highway a few years ago when they 
met with an accident. They had to 
wait for more than seven hours for 
medical help. This prompted Das 
to establish his foundation which 
delivers emergency medical service 
to accident victims of highways, 

especially Ahmedabad-Vadodara 
highway. Since then, he has been 
working incessantly for a legally 
mandated EMS as a right for every 
citizen in India.

Genabhai Dargabhai Patel 
52, Agriculture

This farmer from 
Golia village in 

Banaskantha 
is popular 
among the 
locals as 
Anar dada, 

a loving 
reference to the 

bountiful crop 
of organic pomegranates that he 
grows on his farm. His experimen-
tation with various methods of 
cultivation and suvvessful used of 
drip irrigation to turn his drought-
hit village into a major pomegranate 
producer. His story of a common 
man taking control of his destiny 
and through sheer fortitude help-
ing his entire community is what 
has earned him one of the highest 
civilian honours.  Genabhai told 
Mirror, “When I got a call from Delhi 
informing that I had won the Padma 
Shri, I couldn’t believe my ears. Who 
would have thought that a handicap 
farmer like me would have won such 
a prestigious award? It finally sunk in 
when I got call from media persons. 
I started my farming experiments in 
2003. Today, every farmer in my vil-
lage earns at least Rs 2 lakh for the 
crop grown in 1 bigha land.”

Devendra Dayabhai 
Patel, 84
Cancer Specialist

Dr Devendra 
Patel has been 

treating 
cancer 
patients for 
more than 50 
years and is 

not a stranger 
to awards 

a nd laurels being be-
stowed upon him. He is considered to 
be among the best surgical oncolo-

gists in the country. He says, “I have 
received more than 14 awards for my 
contribution as a surgical oncolo-
gist. What makes this special is that 
only a handful of doctors have been 
honoured with this award.

VG Patel, 77
Economist

This Padma Shri 
recipient is the 

Founder and 
director of the 
Entrepreneur-
ship Develop-
ment Institute 

of India. He has 
also authored 

books such as The 
Seven Business Crisis & How to Beat 
Them, Managing India’s Small Indus-
trial Economy and Entrepreneurship 
Development Programme in India 
and its Relevance to Developing 
Countries.  Patel,  said “I got a call 
from PM’s office, this morning and 
it made my day. From the morning 
I have been watching celebrities or 
cricketer’s names among the awar-
dees and their interviews flashing on 
the screen. But as we are academi-
cians, the limelight is seldom on us. 
Anyways, I am glad that this year 
grass-root level people who actually 
worked for a cause got recognised 
by the HMO and it is really appreci-
ated.”

Vishnu Pandya, 72
Journalist

 He is a multi-tal-
ented personal-
ity who is a jour-
nalist, author, 
poet, histo-
rian, lecturer 

all combined 
into one! Vishnu 

Pandya who hails 
from Junagadh became the editor 
of a weekly magazine at the age of 
22. He is known for using his freedom 
of speech to raise awareness on 
various social issues and also for his 
reportage on the forced censorship 
in India during the Indian emergency.
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Shri Ratna Sundar Maharaj, 
69, Jain Monk
Shri Ratna Sundar Maharaj is hailed 
as a visionary monk who has written 
more than 304 books for the social and 
cultural upliftment of an individual. 
These books have been translated into 
several languages including English, 
Urdu and French. He has also travelled 

throughout India propagating the ideals 
of spiritualism. His lectures on moral-
ity and spirituality-based personality 
development have been a hit among the 
youth.  
From being a spiritual leader, he is well-
known in the Jain community as a mo-
tivator whose teachings have inspired 
several youths.
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