
Ahmedabad: The heart
wrenching images of resi-
dential towers in Maninagar
turning into heaps of rubble,
burying families underne-
ath in seconds during the 2001
earthquake cannot be erased
from collective memories.
The incident had exposed
how faulty structures not de-
signed to survive peak gro-
und motions had succumbed
to stress.

Almost 15 years later, the
Institute for Seismic Rese-
arch (ISR) has brought out a

detailed earthquake micro-
zonation map for Ahmed-
abad city. The map, which is a
computer-aided tool packed
with data, is now being pro-
moted by ISR as an urban
planning tool for civic bodies
to ensure structurally safe
buildings.

Seismic micro-zones pro-
vide the measure of soil amp-
lification factor (SAF). This
value describes how the soil
strata can amplify ground
motion during an earthqua-
ke in a particular area. Using
SAF, the crucial peak ground
acceleration (PGA) is calcu-
lated that shows the damage
aparticular building can sus-
tain during an earthquake at
the soil surface. ISR has stu-
died soil samples up to 80 me-
ters depth at more than 250 lo-
cations in the city to prepare
the map. 

To this day, the Ahmed-

features in buildings. Assam
government had asked ISR to
reviewGuwahati city’s mi-
cro-zonation map, which will
be used as an urban planning
tool.

“The micro-zonation map
considers all aspects like ge-
ophysical, geological, seis-
mological and geotechnical
aspects while simulating an
earthquake impact on a buil-
ding. The PGA and knowled-
ge of the spectral accelera-
tion of the earthquake helps
to design quake-resistant bu-
ildings. Soil reports by struc-
tural engineers do not sug-
gest these,” said a senior ISR
official. “Buildings fell in Ah-
medabad because of the
earthquake in Bhuj. Had the
PGA been calculated for Ah-
medabad, such faulty buil-
dings would not have come
up in the first place,” he ad-
ded.

abad Municipal Corporation
(AMC) town planning de-
partment passes building
plans and issues NOC based
on soil reports and old zoning
maps submitted by structu-
ral engineers. Strangely, the
same body had asked ISR to
make a micro-zonation map
for Sabarmati Riverfront.
GIFT City and Dholera SIR
authorities have used ISR mi-
cro-zonation maps to impro-
ve or suggest safe structural

ISR map to help quake-proof buildings
Soil Samples

From 250
Locations In
City Studied
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Ahmedabad: Prof Shrenik
Shah lost his wife Uma and
two daughters, Ushma and
Sachi, in the killer quake of
January 26, 2001. Sixteen ye-
ars later, the accountancy
professor is keeping the
daughters’ memory alive by
helping over 700 girls get hig-
her education and stand on
their feet.

Prof Shah formed ‘Uma,
Ushma, Sachi Memorial
Trust’ and has funded the
education of 730 girls uptil
now. School fees, college fees,
and fees of coaching classes
have all been paid by the trust.
Those girls who wished to
pursue higher education and

get MBA, CA and CS degrees
were also helped in achieving
their dreams which would ha-
ve otherwise got crushed by
the poverty of their families.

“It’s heartwarming to
know that 22 of the 730 daugh-
ters I have supported over the

years have sucessfully comp-
leted MBA, CA, CS, and Cost
and Management Accoun-
tancy. These girls now earn
well and have lifted their fa-
milies out of poverty,” Prof
Shah said.

Prof Shah still remem-
bers the fateful day of Janua-
ry 26, 2001when he had gone to
HL Commerce College to at-
tend the flag hoisting ceremo-
ny. His residence in Akshar-
deep Apartment collapsed
crushing his family to death.

“I lost my family. I was wit-
hout hope but finally I made
this trust my mission,” said
Prof Shah who has decided
not to take any private or state
grants for his endeavour. He is
ably supported by his second
wife in the mission.

Bereaved prof builds lives of 700 girls
Bharat.Yagnik@timesgroup.com
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LG BLINDINGS CASE: HC QUESTIONS PROBE, 
SLAMS PUBLIC HOSPITALS | 4

ATS NABS CHANDRESH PATEL IN BANGKOK FOR 
MURDER BID ON BORSAD COUNCILLOR | 3

Ahmedabad: Gujarat high
court on Wednesday sought a
reply from government aut-
horities, Gujarat Wakf Bo-
ard and the caretaker of the
Hazrat Maulana Mehbub
Dargah in Patan, to a PIL see-
king directions that women
be permited to enter the
sanctum of the shrine.

After issuing notice, a
bench of Chief Justice R S
Reddy and Justice V M Pan-
choli scheduled further pro-
ceedings on the matter for
March 1.

Denied entry to the shri-
ne, the two women petitio-
ners – Deepika Shinde and
Alfia Lacewala — filed the
PIL and senior counsel De-
ven Parikh argued that ex-
cluding women from a reli-
gious place is a clear viola-
tion of Articles 14, 15, 25 and
26, which guarantee equality
and freedom to practice and
propagate religion. The fa-
mous case of Mumbai’s Haji
Ali Dargah was also cited.

The petitioner submitted
that they were compelled to
approach the HC because re-
peated representations befo-
re the state government, Pa-
tan district collector, mam-

latdar, Gujarat Wakf Board,
the trust that manages the
shrine and its caretaker Ja-
maluddin Faruki went
unanswered for eight
months.

This shine in Patan has
been mired in controversy
for the last few years. This is
due to the struggle for cont-
rol of the management bet-
ween the Sunni and Shia
sects. For centuries, the shri-
ne has been managed by peo-
ple of the Sunni sect of Is-
lam. They believe that Mau-
lana Mehboob, who was a
Sunni, is buried here. Mem-
bers of the Dawoodi Bohra
community of the Shia sect,
on the other hand, believe
that it is a shrine of Maulana
Yaqub, who belonged to their
community.

In 2011, there was conflict
between the caretakers and

members of Bohra commu-
nity for entry into the shrine
and police complaints were
lodged in this regard in Pa-
tan. Muslims in Patan even
took to the streets accusing
the Wakf Board of taking bri-
bes to snatch the manage-
ment from the Sunnis.

As the controversy grew,
government authorities to-
ok over shrine’s administra-
tion and locked it up. The
trust and caretakers moved
the HC, which ordered the re-
moval of locks and permit-
ted people to enter the shri-
ne. The trust and caretaker
even questioned the role of
Wakf Board and the revenue
department, which were ac-
cused of changing revenue
entries by removing Maula-
na Mehboob’s name and en-
tering Maulana Yaqub’s na-
me in the revenue records.

Notices issued over entry
of women into Patan shrine

Petitioners
Demand Equal

Access

The famous case of Mumbai’s Haji Ali Dargah was also cited
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Ahmedabad: Sixteen years
after the killer earthquake of
January 26, 2001, Kutch has not
only bounced back with com-
mendable rehabilitation of
those affected, the district has
also transformed itself from
tax haven to one of the most
preferred investment destina-
tions in Gujarat.

Despite the end in 2010 of
the tax holiday announced to
attract industries after the qu-
ake, corporate giants and 
small companies have conti-
nued to invest, not just to ex-
pand their setups but also in
greenfield projects, with the
availability of vast land par-
cels, buzzing ports and robust
infrastructure.

“Kutch has been a grand
success. Earlier, tax incentives
attracted many industries to
Kutch. Now, it is going to deve-
lop as a port-led industrializa-
tion hub in the true sense,” sa-
id Sunil Parekh, an Ahmed-
abad-based industry expert.

With the likes of Adani
Group, Welspun Group, In-
frastructure Leasing and Fi-
nancial Services Ltd (IL&FS),
Ultratech Cement, Sanghi In-
dustries Ltd and GHCL Ltd
among others lining up with
projects, Kutch is expected to
witness a whopping Rs 1.5 lakh
crore of investment in the ye-
ars to come. Kutch has been ho-
me to many of these firms’
ventures for more than a deca-
de now.

Rapid industrialization
played a crucial role in the re-
surrection of the ravaged re-
mote district, where the dama-
ge was pegged at over Rs 10,000

crore. Kutch had industrial in-
vestment of a meagre Rs 2,500
before 2001. Today, it stands at a
staggering Rs 1 lakh crore and
the district contributes more
than Rs 25,000 crore annually
to government coffers in taxes.

The five-year tax sops bro-
ught a battery of large and
small units to sectors like
ports, power generation, mari-
ne chemicals, cement, textile,
edible oil refining, steel and pi-
pes in Kutch, which houses In-
dia’s largest private and public
ports at Mundra and Kandla
respectively and two ultra-me-
ga power projects.

“It is the biggest turnaro-
und witnessed anywhere in
the world and industrial deve-
lopment was a key component
of faster re-development,” sa-
id Nimish Phadke, managing
director, Federation of Kutch
Industries Associations (FO-
KIA).

Industry players believe in-
dustrial development has sta-
bilized by over the years. “After
any natural calamity, the pace
of development is always fas-
ter in the first 5 to 10 years. It is
not possible to maintain the
pace of the initial years. Howe-
ver, industrialization and eco-
nomic activities have stabili-
zed in Kutch. Even after with-
drawal of tax sops, many in-
dustrial houses have
continued to invest and ex-
pand in Kutch,” Phadke added.

For the next phase of deve-
lopment, infrastructure crea-
tion needs to go in tandem with
economic development in
Kutch. Rail infrastructure ne-
eds to be spruced up in line
with the growth in cargo hand-
led at Mundra and Kandla
ports. Social infrastructure
such as medical facilities and
educational facilities are the
need of the day. With no tax in-
centives, social infrastructure
is something that attracts in-
dustries. Water availability is
also another crucial compo-
nent requiring special focus.

Kutch: Once a tax haven, now an investment hub
Resilience

Turns Rubble
Into Gold

BEFORE AND AFTER
Before Earthquake As on January 2017

➤ Investment `2,500 crore `1.20 lakh crore

➤ Employment 5,000 3.75 lakh

➤ Industrial units 300-400 3,500-4000

➤ Cargo handled 46.30 MMT 210 MMT

➤ Power production less than 500 MW 12,000 MW

KUTCH CV
➤ Handles 30% of India’s
total cargo

➤ Accounts for 28% of salt 
produced in the country

➤ Houses edible oil refineries 
with capacity to process more 
than 50% of India’s total edible 
oil requirement

➤ The only notified imported 
timber conversion zone in Asia

➤ More than 2,200 timber 
players operating

➤ World’s largest hub of saw 
pipe manufacturing

➤ Accounts for 75% of 
Gujarat’s mineral production

BACK
Bouncing

Kalpesh.Damor
@timesgroup.com

16 YEARS AFTER
KILLER QUAKE

Ahmedabad: Nearly 15,000 stu-
dents from 22 medical colleges
of the state will hold a protest
against the National Exit Test
(NEXT) on February 1 by for-
ming a human chain. The de-
monstration is against the deci-
sion of National Medical Com-
mission to make the exam man-
datory before starting medical
practice.

The draft Indian Medical
Council (Amendment) Bill 2016
of the Union health ministry in
December 2016 states that all the
medical students will have to
pass the NEXT after completion
of MBBS course and one year
mandatory internship.

Dr Yogendra Modi, presi-
dent of Gujarat Chapter of Indi-
an Medical Association, said on
Wednesday that the new rule sa-
ys medical students are requi-
red to pass a common exit test
before they can use the ‘doctor’
title. TNN

Medicos
against test
for ‘Dr’ tag

Ahmedabad: The Kasturbhai
Lalbhai (KL) museum, which is
being readied by the Lalbhai fa-
mily, one of the oldes and most
prominent business families of
the city, will also have a special
gallery depicting the family’s
history of over 400 years. A dedi-
cated building is currently be-
ing constructed in the museum
complex for the purpose.

The museum, housed in two
buildings including a century-
old ancestral bungalow of Lalb-
hais at Shahibaug, will be inau-
gurated on January 29 with the
family and their friends in at-
tendance. It will be opened to
public on February 16.

“We are also creating a spe-
cial gallery in a new building co-
ming up on the left side of the an-
cestral house for recording the

history of Lalbhai family star-
ting from Shantidas Seth,” said
Jayshree Lalbhai, wife of in-
dustrialist Sanjay Lalbhai. The
gallery will have family photog-
raphs, letters, correspondence,
farmans (royal orders) given to
Lalbhai family and books,
which mention members of
Lalbhai family.

“I am also in the process of

digitizing photographs and let-
ters. We have requested the na-
tional archives to give us copies
of all papers that we have given
them. We also need a historian
and a person to help designing
the gallery,” she said. The buil-
ding is currently in the initial
stage of construction.

Restored by renowned ar-
chitect Rahul Mehrotra, the

museum aims to bring alive the
family legacy and pay tribute to
Sanjay Lalbhai’s grandfather 
Kasturbhai Lalbhai.

“This house is of a great sig-
nificance because it is a family
home and we wanted to restore
it back to its original glory, and
then put it to use for showcasing
these collections,” said Jaysh-
ree Lalbhai. 

She has been actively wor-
king to create the museum,
which will house an eclectic col-
lection of 2,000 years of Indian
art handpicked by Kasturbhai,
including miniatures and bron-
ze collection of Rabindranath
Tagore family; paintings of dif-
ferent schools including Persi-
an, Mughal, Deccan and Pahari
as well as painted postcards
from pre-independence India
along with art in stone, metal
and wood.

KL Museum to get gallery on Lalbhais

The museum is housed in two buildings, including a century-old 
ancestral bungalow, of Lalbhais at Shahibaug
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Adisabled farmer, two doc-
tors, a spiritual preacher 
and a veteran music direc-

tor are among the eight Gujara-
tis to figure on the list of  Padma 
awardees declared by the gov-
ernment on the eve of  Republic 
Day. While spiritual guru Ratna 
Sundar Maharaj will be con-
ferred Padma Bhushan, six oth-
ers including highway emer-
gency services pioneer Dr Sub-
roto Das, onco-surgeon Dr Dev-
endra Patel, music director Pu-
rushottam Upadhyay, academi-
cian VG Patel, Vishnu Pandya 
and farmer Genabhai Patel have 
bagged Padma Shris.

PADMA STARS OF THE STATE

PADMA BHUSHAN

SHRI RATNA SUNDAR 
MAHARAJ | SPIRITUALISM

The 70-year-old Jain saint is widely 
acclaimed for his spiritual 

sermons and books aimed at 
uplifting the society. Shri Ratna 
Sundar Maharaj has penned 311 
books and was awarded the Golden 
Book of World Records for writing 
over 275 books in a single language 
(Gujarati). His most acclaimed book 

is `Lakhi Rakho Aaras Ni 
Takhti Par’, a parental 

guide translated in 
20 languages 
including English, 
Urdu, French and 
German. His 

sermons have a 
viewership of 3.8 

crore.

GENABHAI PATEL | AGRICULTURE

The disabled farmer from Sarkari 
Goliya village in Lakhani taluka of 

Banaskantha was awarded Padma Shri 
for transforming drought-affected land 

into profitable pomegranate 
farms. The 52-year-old 
‘Divyang’ farmer single-
handedly took up 
pomegranate farming 
and is credited for 
turning the border 
district into one of the 

largest producers 
of pomegranate 

with exports 
to the 
Middle East. 

VISHNU PANDYA | EDUCATION, 
LITERATURE AND JOURNALISM

V ishnu Pandya, 71, has already scored 
a half-century in journalism. “I am 

happy because this award increases 
Gujarat’s pride,” Pandya said. He has 

penned ‘Mera Rang De 
Basanti Chola’ on 

freedom fighters. He 
was jailed for a year 
during Emergency. “I 
wrote against 
Emergency in 

‘Sadhna’, a  weekly I 
ran. I know freedom of 

press and appreciate 
when journalism is 
awarded.”

PURSHOTTAM UPADHYAY | 
ART- MUSIC

Purshottam Upadhyay, 83, who 
composed music for stalwarts like 

Begum Akhtar and Mohammed Rafi, has 
lent his voice in more than 40 Gujarati, 
Hindi and Marathi films and has released 

more than 90 music albums. 
Based in Mumbai for the 

past 40 years, Upadhyay, 
a proud Gujarati, said, 
“The award is the result 
of my 40 years of 
perseverance in the field 

of classical music. I also 
gave opportunity to 

various Gujarati 
artists.”

DR SUBROTO DAS | MEDICINE

After surviving a serious highway accident in 2002, 
Dr Subroto Das established a highway accident 

helpline — Gujarat’s first emergency medical service 
(EMS). Das catalyzed EMS in countries like Sri Lanka 

and worked closely with stakeholders in Turkey, 
Bangladesh and Bhutan.“I am humbled and 
honoured,” he said. Das was one of the finalists of 
the TOI Lead India contest in the Ahmedabad round 

in 2008. He was also on the panel of judges in the 
regional round in Vadodara of the Times 

Public Speaking contest in 2015 and 2016.

DR DEVENDRA PATEL | MEDICINE

The 84-year-old surgical oncologist has made 
immense contribution in the field of cancer 

surgery in Gujarat. He was director of Gujarat 
Cancer and Research Institute from 1993-2002. 
“I have received many awards including the Dr 
BC Roy Award but getting national recognition 

in form of Padma Shri is a matter of pride.” said 
Dr Patel who continues to perform 

surgeries.  “Advanced diagnostics has 
played a big role in more cancers 
being diagnosed,” he said.

V G PATEL | LITERATURE & EDUCATION

The founder of Entrepreneurship Development 
Institute of India (EDII), is credited with pioneering 

work in the field of startups in 1970s when the 
movement was yet to pick up momentum. Patel,  
77, who presently works with a consumer 
education organisation, says that he was 
nominated for Padma awards thrice in the past. “I 
had expected the award a decade ago when I was 
the director of EDII and was also working with the 

World Bank and other globally renowned 
financial organisations,” said Patel. 

NRI HASMUKH SHAH | 
LITERATURE & EDUCATION-JOURNALISM 

The US-based NRG is a well known 
entrepreneur, philanthropist and 

community leader. Shah, 71, is the chairman 
and CEO of TV Asia, a coast-to-coast 24-hour 
TV network for South Asians in the US with 
focused content ranging from politics to 

religious and social causes. He is chairman of 
Bharti Vidyabhavan which promotes Hindi and 

Indian culture amongst second and third 
generation Indian Americans. 

PADMA SHRI

Ahmedabad:The prestigious President medal for
distinguished service has been announced for three
police officers of Gujarat, including two IPS officers.
These medals are traditionally announced a day
ahead of Republic Day. Among the recipients from
Gujarat are additional DGP Vikas Sahay of Raksha
Shakti University; IGP SG Bhati of Surat; and deputy
SP, AV Gakkhar, of Junagadh police training school.
Fifteen others from Gujarat have been awarded
police medals for meritorious service. Among them
are deputy SP of ATS, BA Chavda; asst PSI LJ Sadaria
of Bharuch; asst PSI UA Dabhi of Anand; PSI HK Joshi
of SRP; asst ASI KN Rathod; ASI SM Bhandoria; asst
ASI Arunkumar Trivedi of Amreli; asst HC NG
Chavda of Gandhinagar; asst. HC MJ Aagath of
Porbander; asst HC DB Vaghela of Rajkot rural, asst
HC MH Jadeja of Kutch; asst. HC SG Pandey of SRP;
asst police constable SA Chudasma of Rajkot rural;
IO HB Bharada of state intelligence bureau; and AIO
BR Gilatar of state intelligence bureau.

President’s medal for 3
Gujarat copsAhmedabad: To mark the Republic

Day, Gujarat governor O P Kohli is
set to unfurl the tricolour in Anand
district in a grand ceremony on
Thursday. CM Vijay Rupani will at-
tend the ceremony. Following the
tradition set by Narendra Modi
when he was the CM, the official ce-
remony will be held outside the state
capital, Gandhinagar. This will be
Rupani’s first Republic Day as the
CM. The ceremony will feature a pa-
rade, followed by a procession of
tableaux, representation of various
schemes of the state government,
and a series of cultural program-
mes.

Schools and other educational
institutes across the state will hoist
the national flag. Army units will al-
so celebrate the Republic Day, albeit
in a small scale in the wake of high
alert. “Based on intelligence inputs,

particularly with respect to all secu-
rity and defence establishments, a
high alert has been sounded,” an of-
ficial said. “Therefore movements
inside and out of campuses are rest-
ricted.”

State R-Day celebrations in Anand

Schools and other educational institutes
across the state will hoist the tricolour
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Shrenik Shah with their 
daughters' photo

Yogesh Chawda

Ahmedabad: Around three
months after Gujarat University
had ordered an inquiry into alle-
gations against the head of the
department (HOD) and a female
professor of the Sanskrit depart-
ment, the varsity has taken ac-
tion against both. GU decided to
stop the pay hike for the profes-
sor, Hetal Pandya, who had for-
ged the vice chancellor’s signa-
ture on the certificates issued to
participants of a workshop or-
ganized by the varsity in 2014.
On the other hand, the offence
by HOD Kamlesh Choksi who is
accused of conducting a retest
without informing the varsity,
would be registered in the servi-
ce book. TNN

GU penalizes
prof, HOD of

Sanskrit dept
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