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Ahmedabad: A heinous cri-
me came to light on Sunday
morning when a 40-year-old
man was accused of allegedly
raping his two minor daugh-
ters. The police complaint
was lodged with the women’s
cell of the city police by the
maternal uncle of the two
girls. 

Police said they had detai-
ned the father — a resident of
Vatva — for questioning. 

“It was tough for us to
ascertain the allegations ma-
de by the two girls, one aged 12
and the other about 14. We had
to make the accused swear in

the name of a religious book
after which he confessed that
he had indeed committed the
shameful act,” a senior police
official said.

Assi-
stant Com-
missioner
of Police,
women’s
cell, Panna
Momaya,
said a man
had come
to the wo-
men’s police station with two
minor girls. He alleged that
the girls had been raped by
their father. 

“The man identified him-
self as the maternal uncle of
the girls. He said the two girls
were raped around Septem-

when the two girls told their
maternal uncle about the mis-
deed of their father,” said a se-
nior official of the women’s
police. 

Police said the accused
works as a contractual labo-
rer. “We have detained him
for questioning. Another te-
am is questioning the grand-
mother of the two girls who
were allegedly raped,” a poli-
ce official said.

Neither girl has ever been
to school. “They used to go to a
nearby institution for religio-
us learning. While the father
is being interrogated, the
girls have been sent for medi-
cal examination. We are awai-
ting the medical report which
is expected by Monday after-
noon,” a police official said.

ber 2016 at their house,” Mo-
maya said.

The girls said that after
their mother expired about 12
years back, their father did

not remar-
ry. “The
girls used
to stay
with their
father and
grand-
mother.
They said
their fat-

her had taken them to anot-
her room and raped them,” a
senior woman police official
said. 

Their grandmother also
did not pay attention to their
complaints. “The horrific in-
cident came to light only

Accused Has
Confessed To

The Crime

2 minor sisters allege rape by father
Ahmedabad: A 37-year-old
widow—mother of two
small kids—has accused
her brother-in-law and his
wife of throwing a chemical
with a burning sensation on
her. The widow who now
works in a private factory is
fighting a property dispute
with her in-laws after the
death of her husband.

The widow has filed a
complaint with Ramol poli-
ce at LG Hospital. Accor-
ding to her complaint, after
being forced out of her hus-
band’s ancestral house abo-
ut a year back, she lodged a
complaint against her in-

laws which include her
brother-in-law and his wife. 

The widow said that on
January 25 this year, at abo-
ut 11.45 am, while she was
going to the court, her brot-
her-in-law and his wife ca-

me on a bike and threw a
chemical with a burning
sensation on her and fled.

The widow said that as
she felt burning sensation
on her legs and face, she re-
turned home. “However as
the pain increased I called
up 108 emergency service
and went to the LG Hospital
for treatment,” she said. 

Ramol police sources 
said they are verifying
whether the chemical with
the burning sensation
thrown on the victim was
acid or not. “We are also ve-
rifying the details mentio-
ned by the victim in the
complaint,” said a Ramol
police official.

Widow accuses brother-in-law,
his wife of acid attack 

ILLUMINE: THE DIVINE SIDE OF WOMAN
TOI 

Famous danseuse Sanjukta Sinha enthralled audience with her Kathak performance at Bodakdev AMC
Auditorium in the city on Sunday as part of a classical dance festival 

Ahmedabad:A 35-year-old auto
driver was stabbed by a fellow
driver with a pair of scissors in
Shahpur on Sunday afternoon.
The victim was taken to VS Ho-
spital for treatment but he died
soon after reaching hospital. Po-
lice claimed a scuffle over fare
had led to the murder. They have
launched a search for the accu-
sed.

Shahpur police said Munaw-
war Husain Shaikh, a resident of
Fatewadi, Juhapura, has regis-
tered a complaint of murder of
his elder brother, Imtiyaz Rahim
who was 35. Imtiyaz used to work
as an auto driver in the Walled
City area and ran a sharing auto
service between Lal Darwaja
and Geeta Mandir areas.

“On Sunday, he had an alter-
cation at around 3 pm with Baba
Khan Pathan, 25, a resident of
Shahpur Adda. Pathan also
works as an auto driver. He scol-
ded Imtiyaz when he was taking
the passengers at a lower fare, af-
fecting others’ business. There
were heated arguments after
which Pathan got hold of a pair
of scissors and repeatedly stab-
bed Imtiyaz in the neck, chest
and right hand. He then fled
from the spot,” said a police offi-
cer.

The stabs proved to be fatal as
Imtiyaz died soon after reaching
VS Hospital. “Search for Pathan
is on,” said a cop. TNN

Auto-driver
stabbed to
death by
scissors

Ahmedabad: While there ha-
ve been nationwide signature
campaigns by Muslim groups
against the abolishing of Tri-
ple Talaq practice, a nationwi-
de study shockingly states
95.5% of Muslim women
across the country have not he-
ard or are unaware of the All
India Muslim Personal Law
Board (AIMPLB). 

The board has been long op-
posing the abolishment of Tri-
ple Talaq. In fact, last year in
October, the organization ‘Ja-
miat-e-Ulma-I-Hind’ in Ahmed-
abad claimed they have garne-
red the support of at least 2.50
lakh people, which included a
large number of Muslim wo-
men, for whose rights votaries
of a uniform civil code law and
advocates of triple talaq have
been campaigning. However,
the findings of the study, con-
ducted by Bharatiya Muslim
Mahila Andolan (BMMA), pa-
int a different picture, as most
Muslim women are not even
aware of the board’s existence.

Commenting on the issue,
Zakia Soman, founding mem-
ber, BMMA, said, “The entire
premise of the signature cam-
paign to garner support for the
triple talaq issue is questionab-
le here because when women
are not aware of the board, how
are they supposed to know
what it propagates and stands
for,” said Zakia Soman, foun-

ding member, BMMA.
Soman, who is also leading

the campaign to abolish the
oral divorce practice, said,
“There is a need for a compre-
hensive reform in Muslim per-
sonal law. Therefore, the go-
vernment must bring in Mus-
lims Family Law which is ba-
sed on Quran, and which also
confirms upon the constitutio-
nal principles of justice and
equality.”

Members of AIMPLB re-
cently criticized the central go-
vernment over its stand to ban
the ‘triple talaq’ practice clai-
ming that Muslim community
is in support of the practice.
However, contrary to this, the
findings of the study indicate
that 92.1% women want a total
ban on oral/unilateral (which
also includes divorce declared
through phone, letter, SMS or
even, e-mail, according to the
survey) divorce. They are de-
manding equal status for wo-

men legally and socially since
the beginning.

Mufti Abdul Qayyum
Mansuri, vice-president of Ja-
mait-E-Ulma-IHind’s, Gujarat
chapter, who led the signature
campaigns, said, “Women of
Muslim community are often
being exploited in the name of
triple talaq and this is solely
due to the mistakes and irre-
sponsibility young men show.
In fact, we are making attempts
to spread awareness and sensi-
tize members of our own com-
munity regarding the issue.”

“Our fight is not against the
triple talaq, but rather against
the Uniform Civil Code. We
don’t want that in the name of
issuing a ban on triple talaq,
the advocacy groups are ma-
king way for the implementa-
tion of the uniform civil code
as it comes in the way of the re-
ligious rights of people from
different religions and not just
Muslims,” he added.

95% Muslim women unaware
of personal law board: Study

Niyati.Parikh@timesgroup.com
A Sardarnagar resident has
filed a police complaint for
robbery of Rs 60,000 cash
from near his residence.
According to a complaint by
Suresh Kodwani, a resident
of Gurunanak Avenue,
Kubernagar, he was passing
by his residence at 9.45 pm
on February 17 when two
motorcycle-borne miscre-
ants waylaid him and sped
away after snatching his
bag that contained cash and
important documents. 

Two chain-snatching
incidents reported
Two chain-snatching in-
cidents were reported from
different parts of the city. In
the first incident, a man was
robbed of his gold chain
worth Rs 40,000 in Isanpur.
Bhimjibhai Patel, 62, of
Chanakya Park, said he was
passing by Ghodasar canal
on February 18 when two
bike-borne miscreants
approached him and fled
after snatching his chain. In
the second incident, a
woman was robbed of her
gold necklace worth Rs
20,000 in Nirnaynagar.
Complainant Vidyaben Soni
said she was passing by
Keshavbaug Party Plot at 3
pm on February 18 when
two motorcycle-borne
miscreants waylaid her and
sped away after snatching
her necklace. 

PUNCH-NAMA

Man robbed of
`̀60,000

Ahmedabad: The city’s
first bouquet of smart city
projects has drawn an inter-
esting line-up of bidders.
The Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC) has for
now identified surveillance,
traffic management, public
services quality, emergency
response and real-time
tracking of services — drai-
nage, water supply, and gar-
bage collection.

There is also the jobwork
of creating a city-wide ICT

network involving broad-
band infrastructure and
strengthening public surve-
illance system. 

The project involves pla-
cing smart sensors, creating
Wi-Fi hotspots for instant
high-speed internet access,
and putting up digital dis-
play boards that can broad-
cast emergency and public-
interest messages, inclu-
ding traffic forecasts. 

“We have some interes-
ting ICT firms bidding for
the jobwork. We will come to
know on February 24 when

we open the technical bids of
the companies,” said a se-
nior AMC official. 

The project, according to
the AMC official, involves
providing an 24x7 uninter-
rupted wireless broadband
connectivity across the city. 

“The pan-city ICT in-
frastructure is essentially
intended to provide high-
speed connectivity at go-
vernment offices and public
places through the creation
of Wi-Fi hotspots to support
smart solutions,” the offici-
al said. 

Ahmedabad: The state po-
lice’s CID (crime) on Satur-
day formed a four-member
team to monitor the investi-
gation in the Naliya gang
rape case. The officials said
that the team would not
conduct the investigation,
as it is already being carri-
ed out by a special investi-
gation team, but would as-
sist the SIT. The team will
also submit weekly reports
on the progress of the in-
vestigation.

On Saturday, Ashish
Bhatia, ADGP, CID (crime),
issued an order forming the
team comprising S S Trive-
di, IGP; Sujata Majmudar,
SP; Rishikesh Upadhyay,
DSP; and K R Dimri, detec-
tive inspector. The step was
taken after the CID was as-
ked to ensure a fair probe.

“The team will have to
assess the procedure in the
investigation so far and
will have to ensure that the
probe takes place in the
right direction and without
any error,” the order read.

“The monitoring will conti-
nue till the disposal of the
case.” Soon after the gang
rape came to light, the SIT
was formed. It consisted of
a police inspector and two
woman sub-inspectors of
the Kutch police. So far, the
team has arrested eight

persons and is searching
for one more accused. Whi-
le the DSP and the detective
inspector from the CID (cri-
me) will work on the gro-
und, the senior officials
will have a monitoring role,
said sources.

The sources said that
the step has been taken to
address the concern of poli-
tical parties in the opposi-
tion that the probe might be
jeopardized due to the in-
volvement of some mem-
bers from the BJP. 

CID team to monitor
Naliya investigation

Will Submit
Weekly Reports
On Gang Rape

Case

Ahmedabad: Campuses in
the city have been abuzz for
the past two days with bird
enthusiasts taking part in
the annual Great Backyard
Bird Count, a global event in
which over 1lakh people par-
ticipate. India is the third
highest contributor to the
exercise. It started from Fe-
bruary 17 and will conclude

on February 20.
This year, the participa-

ting campuses in the city in-
clude ATIRA, CN College of

tion, and Bhavan’s College.
In all, 26 campuses registe-
red for the event, up from 10
last year.

S Sivakumar, the park
manager of Sundarvan, said
that an orientation pro-
gramme was organized on
February 12 which drew
bird-watchers and enthusi-
asts from different parts of
the city. “They were trained
to count, write down their
observations online, and re-
gister campuses. A mock
session was also organized,”
he said.

The participants said
that the survey reveals
much more than numbers. 

Fine Arts, CEE, Gujarat Uni-
versity, ISRO Colony Vastra-
pur, PDPU, SAC-ISRO Bopal
Campus, Shreyas Founda-

Campus Avian
Count To

Conclude Today

Thol lake is alive with nearly 60,000 winged visitors

TOI

Bird enthusiasts taking part in the annual Great Backyard Bird Count
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PROBLEMS FACED UNDER THE VEIL
➤ 92.1% Muslim women want a 
total ban on oral divorce
➤ 93% women want arbitration 
process to be made mandatory 
before divorce
➤ 65% women were divorced 
orally
➤ 53.2% Muslim women have 
faced domestic violence

➤ 55.3% Muslim women were 
married before the age of 18
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On Saturday,
Ashish Bhatia,
ADGP, CID (crime),
issued an order
forming the team
comprising S S
Trivedi, IGP; Sujata
Majmudar, SP;
Rishikesh
Upadhyay, DSP;
and K R Dimri,
detective inspector

NGO
appeals to
PM over
FCRA
licence:
NGO
Navsarjan on
Sunday
wrote a letter
to Prime
Minister
Narendra
Modi and
home
minister
Rajnath
Singh over
the
cancellation
of the
Foreign
Contribution
Regulation
Act licence.
TNN

Ahmedabad: The alumni of
Cept University have raised
an endowment fund to help
poor students fulfil their edu-
cational aspiration at the uni-
versity. Bimal Patel, the Cept
director and a 1978-batch stu-
dent, and three others have de-
cided to donate Rs 4 lakh for
scholarships for poor stu-
dents.

Sources in the Cept univer-
sity said that Patel and his
batchmates — Arthur Duff,
the head of the furniture de-
sign course at the university;
Sameer Shah, a city-based ar-
chitect, and Pruthvish Patel,

an alumnus based in Austra-
lia — have collected the mo-
ney. The aid programme is cal-
led ‘Endowment Fund-Giving
Back to Cept’. Donations will
be given in three categories,
covering students from econo-

mically weaker sections, me-
ritorious students, and the
president’s award. 

The donor categories have
been divided into three seg-
ments: batch donor, individu-
al donor, and institute donor.
Apart from the 1978 batch,
alumni of the 1982 batch com-
prising a city-based architect
Jaisheel Patel and his batch-
mates, have also started rai-
sing funds for needy students.
The batch has been planning
to raise a fund of Rs 10-12 lakh,
said sources. A 1980-batch
alumnus, Shaishav Singh,
who runs an IT firm in the city,
donated Rs 1lakh to the Cept’s
endowment fund scheme.

Students in need get help at Cept
Director, 3 Other Alumni Donate ̀̀ 4 Lakh 
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The aid programme is called
‘Endowment Fund-Giving Back
to Cept’
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ICT firms line up for smart city push 
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City joins world’s biggest bird-a-thon 


