
Ahmedabad: Seven years after
the Right to Education (RTE)
Act came into force, only 21.8%
of the lawful number of stu-
dents to be admitted to class I in
private schools under RTE
across the state has been achie-
ved. RTE came into force on
April 1, 2010 but government of-
ficials say it is still being imple-
mented in a phased manner.

According to data provided
by the state government, some 4
lakh students are admitted to
class I in private schools every
year. According to RTE, 25% i.e.
1 lakh students must be admit-
ted to class I, under RTE. Aga-
inst this, in the four years from
2013 to 2016, only 87,875 students
have been admitted to class I un-
der the RTE quota. This is just
21.8% of the actual target for
such subsidised admissions.
Even for the upcoming acade-
mic year, the state education de-
partment has targeted 60,000
RTE admissions, which is 60%
of the actual target. Commen-
ting on this, M I Joshi, in-charge
director, primary education, sa-
id, “We are implementing RTE
in a phased manner according
to the directives of the state go-
vernment. If there are more
applications, we will revise our

targets from the current 60,000
admissions for the coming ye-
ar.”

The last date for filing appli-
cations for admissions under
RTE is March 15. While RTE
was implemented in 2010, there
were no admissions till 2013.
Well-placed sources in the state
government said that

the budget for
implementa-
tion of RTE is
not enough and the-
refore, it is being implemented
in a phased manner.

Commenting on this, Sukh-

dev Patel, an educationist, said,
“Even though RTE came into
force in 2010, it was not imple-
mented in the state with imme-
diate effect. The basis of the tar-
gets for admissions decided by
the government are questio-
nable.”

“Going by the government’s
target of admitting 60,000 stu-

dents under RTE this year,
there would be 2.40 lakh stu-
dents studying in class I in pri-
vate schools. However, accor-

ding to go-
vernment
figures it-
self, aro-
und 4 lakh
students
are admit-

ted to class I in
private schools

every year. Out of this,
25% quota for RTE makes

1 lakh students,” he said, ad-
ding that the rule of law cannot
be implemented in a phased
manner.

RTE admissions to class
I at just 22% of target 

According To Act
25% Students

Must Be Admitted 
Bharat.Yagnik@timesgroup.com
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Ahmedabad: The Union
ministry of women and
child has raised concerns
of rising case of “hospitals
forcing expecting mothers
to undergo caesarian sec-
tion (C-section) opera-
tions” in the country. 

In a note sent to various
states and also to the Guja-
rat chief secretary, Union
minister Maneka Gandhi
has suggested to mandate
“public disclosure of infor-
mation regarding C-sec-
tions by hospitals” to curb
this practice.

The note states that the

WCD ministry will take the
issue up with the Union he-
alth and state health autho-
rities for to make the put-
ting up of C-section infor-
mation in the public doma-
in a regular practice. 

The note has quoted a
WHO study, which state
that worldwide C-sections
form just 10% to 15% of to-
tal deliveries.

In India, according to
the National Health Fami-
ly Survey 4, in states like
Tamil Nadu it was 34%, Te-
langana reported 58% deli-
veries as C-sections. The
note also added that the
“ministry found that at so-
me private hospitals C-sec-
tions formed 75% of total
deliveries.”

The WCD ministry ur-
ged the Gujarat govern-
ment to plan an outreach

campaign with the medical
community and prospecti-
ve mothers on the issue.
Gandhi, in the note to the

health department, also
pointed out that C-section
surgeries have a serious
impact not only on the he-
alth of the mother but also
on her ability to continue
work after delivery. 

“In most cases, C-sec-
tion surgery also affects
the reproductive health of
women,” the note says. 

A senior health official
told TOI, “The note is from
the women and child deve-
lopment ministry and sug-
gested public disclosures
on C-sections. The concern
was that doctors are profi-
teering by pushing expec-
ting mothers to surgical
deliveries instead of natu-
ral vaginal birth. The issue
will be discussed in our he-
alth department in the co-
ming weak,” says the se-
nior health official.

Union Govt Fears
Pvt Hospitals Are

Profiteering 

Alarm over C-section ratio
NOT AN IDEAL START
RTE admissions from 2013-16
Year Target Actual      Percentage admitted (%)

Actual admissions Of Actual Of Ideal

➤ 2013 5,000 432 8.64 0.43

➤ 2014 70,000 12,601 18 12.60

➤ 2015 30,000 27,867 92.89 27.86

➤ 2016 53,000 43,595 82.25 43.59

Total 1.58 lakh 87,495 55.30 21.80

➤ 2017 60,000 yet to be done N/A N/A

MARK YOUR
DIARY

Workshop on 
the action plan of Olympic Task 
Force; today; 9 am; Gujarat State 
Cooperative Bank, Pallav Crossroads, 
Naranpura

Painting 
exhibition ‘Day in and Day out’; 
today; 4 pm; Kanoria Art Gallery, 
University Road, Navrangpura

WORKSHOP

PAINTING

Ahmedabad: Parents have
registered an official compla-
int against authorities of HB
Kapadia School at the district
collector’s office and with the
district primary education of-
ficer (DPEO) on Wednesday.
School authorities announ-
ced it would operate another
school, ‘Nine Kids’, affiliated
to the Central Board of Secon-
dary Education (CBSE) and
its fees were declared to be Rs
50,000 per annum. While pa-
rents have paid the fees in ad-
vance, the school authorities
are yet to receive approval for
affiliation with the CBSE.

“School authorities men-
tioned that students would in-
stead be admitted to the state
board. We registered an offici-
al complaint with the DPEO
and collector’s office,” said
one of the parents, alleging
cheating. Parents are set to
meet the school authorities
on Monday. TNN

Parents register
plaint against
HBK School

SHADOWED BY MODERN MONSTERS 
Yogesh Chawda

The ASI protected Sarkhej Roza is witnessing a string of construction activities in its vicinity. Tall 
multi-storeyed buildings have now sprung up within a few hundred metres of the archaeological 
structure. What many visitors to the roza miss is the sunset that earlier filtered through fine stone mesh
of the Sarkhej Roza. The buildings around now block that ethereal light

Ahmedabad: It is a cloth ban-
ner, about 3 ft by 3.5ft in size with
its message handwritten in
English and Japanese on both
sides. Prem Kumar, 60, founder
of several social service institu-
tions, said the banner had been
with him for around 10,000 km
out of the 17,000-km-journey on
his Walk for Peace between Oc-
tober 2, 1982 and August 6, 1986. 

The banner was returned to
him on February 20 by Doug In-
goldsby, an American who had
walked with him to Nagasaki.
Kumar had given the banner to
Ingoldsby as a mark of their fre-
indship when their journey en-
ded about 30 years back.

Recalling his mission for pe-
ace, Kumar said the starting da-
te of his journey on foot was the
birth anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi and the second, Hiros-
hima Day, the date on which an
atomic bomb was dropped on
the Japanese city in 1945.

He used to walk with the
banner written in the local lang-
uage of all the countries he pas-

sed through along the way.
Children and youth used to wri-
te on it. Kumar used to urge lo-
cal people to join him, whether
it was just for one step or one
day.

Ingoldsby, who is now 67 ye-
ars old , is a former business-
man. He recalled that he first
met Kumar in April 1986 outside
Santa Barbara. 

“Prem had taken a vow not
to carry money with him and li-
ve by others’ generosity and lo-
ve,” Ingoldsby said. “He was re-
ferred to us by a contact. He was
to stay with us for two days.”
But in those two days somet-
hing changed Ingoldsby. 

“I was impressed by his re-
solve and intention and decided
to accompany him on the rest of

“Prem’s historic walk crops up
frequently in our conversa-
tions,” Ingoldsby said.

Ingoldsby said he loved the
banner and had even risked his
life for it — he had darted into
his house to rescue it when a fi-
re broke out there. “But it right-
fully belongs to Prem’s child-
ren,” Ingoldsby said.

Nyasha P Kowone, 19,
Prem’s daughter, said they had
heard so much about the walk
and the banner that it was only
when they held it that they un-
derstood its message. “It some-
how completes the narrative
and it’s very precious, remin-
ding us of the meaning of peace
and struggles waged for it. We
are indebted to Ingoldsby for
the gesture,” she said.

the journey,” Ingoldsby said.
Their friendship flourished

in the following months and Ku-
mar completed the walk to Na-
gasaki along with Ingoldsby
and his wife. It was an emotio-
nal moment for all of them. Ku-
mar decided to give Ingoldsby
the banner which had been
with him all through his travels
in the US and the UK. Doug said
that it was a touching moment.

“I kept this memento with
utmost care at my home for 30
years,” Ingoldsby said. “Prem
got married to a Japanese girl
and was blessed with three be-
autiful daughters.” 

He further said that this was
his 11th visit to India as he was
associated with many of
Prem’s projects and walks here.

Bound by walk for friendship and peace
American Visits

City To Hand Over
Banner To Friend

Bharat Yagnik & Parth
Shastri@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: Indian Institu-
te of Management-Ahmed-
abad (IIM-A), the city-based
premier business school, has
lend a helping hand to blood
cancer patients. On Wednes-
day, 52 persons, including stu-
dents and visiting faculties of
the IIM-A, registered themsel-
ves with a cancer registry so
that if a patient needs geneti-
cally matched blood stem cell,
he or she can get it easily.

Dr Abhik Biswas, coordi-
nator of ‘Panacea’— the he-
althcare club of IIM-A — said
that a private blood stem cell
registry had approached them
through alumni and they have
decided to hold a session at the
institute to spread awareness
about blood cancer. 

“The event focused on blo-
od cancer awareness in which
52 persons, including postgra-
duate programme (PGP) stu-

dents, doctoral students and
also students from armed for-
ces programme, have registe-
red themselves as donors,”
Biswas said.

In future also, the IIM-A
will hold cancer awareness
drive. “In all likelihood, the
cancer awareness drive will
be conducted in November or
December,” he said.

The theme of the event
was Rajee, a girl aged around
32, who was diagnosed with
chronic myeloid leukaemia
(CML) — cancer of white blo-
od cells — at a very young age

of 12. Since then, Rajee has be-
en fighting against the cancer
and has set an example of how
someone could lead a normal
life as a great human being.

Gayathri Venugopal, re-
presentative from the cancer
registry, said that swab of the
students have been taken
which will be kept in the data
base so that in case of any ne-
ed, blood stem cell donors can
be contacted.

“IIM-A has extended help
because of one young woman
Rajee, who has been looking
for a swab match. We have be-
en conducting sessions at va-
rious institutes and someone
from her network helped in
connecting with the IIM-A
community. The moment
IIM-A came to know about the
cause, they decided to help us
in conducting the session and
several persons from the insti-
tute got themselves registe-
red,” Venugopal said.

IIM-A offers a helping hand
to blood cancer patients

Ahmedabad: Students of
Gujarat University are yet to
receive their degree certifica-
tes by post.

Even 20 days after the var-
sity’s convocation ceremony,
the students haven’t received
their degree certificates. So-

me 45,000 students applied for
their degree certificate from
the varsity this year. Of them,
more than 30,000, have gave
their consent to receiving the
certificate by post. While the
certificate is usually received
within ten days of the convo-
cation, this hasn’t yet been
implemented by the varsi-
ty. TNN

GU students yet
to get degree

certificate 

Ahmedabad: Famous
Bollywood singer Shreya
Ghoshal may not sing cer-
tain popular songs during
her concert scheduled on
February 26 in the city, if
the organizers do not sett-
le copyright issues with a
music company.

A city civil court has
temporarily restrained
the organizers and the
singers from either play-
ing or singing songs that
are copyrighted by Yash-
raj Films, Shemaroo and
Zee Music. The court has
sought reply from the or-
ganizers by Thursday.

This happened after a
consortium of music com-
panies Novax Communi-
cation Pvt Ltd dragged lo-
cal organizing firm Coco-
nut Media Box to court.
Novax holds the music
rights for the three music

companies. 
Novax has claimed that

the organizers have not
obtained its permission
by paying royalty to play
its copyrighted songs. 

It urged the court to
restrict the singer from
singing songs whose copy-
right belongs to Novax. 

The court has restrai-
ned the organizers from
using these songs till Fe-
bruary 23, when their re-
sponse on the issue has be-
en sought.

Novax’s spokesperson

said that in case of viola-
tion of copyright, the or-
ganizers and singer could
be held liable for con-
tempt of court as the local
court has already passed
an injunction order.

The music companies
file cases against various
hotels and event mana-
gers for not obtaining li-
cence at various parts of
the country. Last year,
such music consortium
sued nearly a dozen hotels
in Ahmedabad and across
the state and sought inte-
rim stay on playing its co-
pyrighted music.

While most of the ho-
tels and event organizers
settle issues before the
event and obtain legal li-
cences, those who fail to do
so face criminal action
too. 

In one such case, an
first information report
(FIR)was filed against a
hotel on the Ashram Road.
After registration of the
FIR, the hotel 
management reached a
settlement with the music
company.

Court stays Ghoshal from
singing copyrighted songs

Copyright Holder
Had Dragged

Organizers To Court 
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: A special CBI court
on Wednesday remanded J P Singh,
the then joint-director of Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) and three
others to five-day custodial interro-
gation on charges of bribery in mul-
ti-crore IPL cricket-betting scam.

The CBI has arrested 2000-batch
Indian Revenue Service officer

Singh, the investigator of the bet-
ting scam Sanjay Kumar, Delhi’s re-
sident Bimal Agarwal and a local
person Chandresh Patel. While pro-
ducing the accused before the court,
CBI sought 10-day remand on the
ground that they were not co-opera-
ting with investigation.

The defence lawyers Tejas Barot
and Hardik Patel objected the re-
mand application and maintained
that their clients remained present
before the investigators for more
than a week, whenever they were
summoned. Advocate Barot clai-
med that the arrests were made in
order to suppress two cases – IPL
cricket betting racket and the hawa-
la scam involving Surat-based busi-
nessman Afroz Hasanfatta, which
were initiated by Singh when he was
head of ED in Ahmedabad. TNN

Former ED joint
director

remanded 

Ahmedabad: Gujarat
high court on Thursday
upheld the policy adopted
by Gujarat University of
giving preference to its
own students for admis-
sion in PG medical courses
for the academic year 2017-
18.

After the university ga-
ve preference to those
MBBS graduates from its
own colleges over students
from other universities in
its PG courses, eleven stu-
dents approached the high
court and questioned the
decision. 

The petitioners also
made all candidates selec-
ted for the PG courses as
parties in litigation.

After hearing the peti-
tioners, the state govern-
ment, the university, the
Medical Council of India
and the central govern-

ment, a bench of Chief Jus-
tice R S Reddy and Justice
V M Pancholi rejected the
petition questioning the
university policy.

As per SC ruling of Sep-
tember 22, 2016, the state
governments have to give
admission to such courses
only via a centralised sy-
stem based on student's
score in NEET-PG exam
(National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test for Post-
Graduation medical cour-
ses).

NEET-PG was conduc-
ted between December 5
and 13 and the result was
declared in January. Befo-
re SC's intervention, all
the universities, including
Gujarat University, had
control over admission to

50% of the seats in PG me-
dical courses and gave pre-
ference to their own stu-
dents over students from
other universities. 

However, GU took a de-
cision on October 10 to con-
tinue with the system of
preference. With this, stu-
dents from other universi-
ties could get admission in
PG courses in colleges affi-
liated to GU only if seats
were to remain vacant or
fall vacant.

Gujarat University has
in its kitty about 60% of
the total PG medical seats
offered by various univer-
sities in Gujarat. Out of to-
tal 793 MD seats in Gujarat,
283 are offered by GU.

Likewise in MS course,
GU offers 160 seats out of
total 396 across Gujarat. 

In super speciality co-
urses, Gujarat University
has lion's share. In DM, GU
offers 38 seats out of total
40 across Gujarat. For
MCh, Gujarat University
offers 48 seats out of 55
across Gujarat. GU-affilia-
ted medical colleges also
offer more variety of deg-
ree and diploma courses.

HC upholds GU’s preference to
own students in PG med courses
SC Had Ruled
Intake Must 

Be Centralized 

Ahmedabad: Gujarat
Technological University
(GTU) is set to send a team
of 39 members to National
Robocon, a national-level
robotic contest, which will
be held in Pune from March
2 to March 4. The 39-member
team will comprise 37 stu-
dents and two faculty mem-
bers from 21colleges. The te-
am was felicitated by Dr Na-
vin Sheth, vice-chancellor,
GTU.

The winner of the natio-
nal-level robotic contest
will represent India in the
International Robocon
which is set to be held in To-
kyo, Japan in August this
year. Robotic contests are
organised by Asia Pacific
Broadcasting Union (ABU)
and its member countries,
which includes Doordars-
han (Prasar Bharati) as
well. These contests offer
young engineers, with a
platform to innovate and ex-
cel in creative thinking,
wherein they can demonst-
rate their technical ideas in
robotics, as well as establish
cross cultural contacts in an
environment. TNN

GTU team to
participate
in Robocon

Shreya Ghoshal

(L) Doug Ingoldsby with Prem Kumar (C) handing over the banner. (R) Ingoldsby during the journey 
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Singapore Airlines recently announced the
launch of its fourth weekly flight from Ahmed-
abad to Singapore, starting from March 26. All
flights will be operated by the Airbus A330-300
wide-body aircraft. David Lim, general mana-
ger India, Singapore Airlines, said, “The travel
from Ahmedabad to Singapore has steadily

Indian Society of Victimology.

EDII’s entrepreneurship conference 
The 12th biennial conference on entrepreneurs-
hip began on Wednesday at the Entreprene-
urship Development Institute of India (EDII) at
Bhat village. 170 scholars, academicians,
educationists and researchers, including 35
from 20 countries, are attending the three-day
event on EDII campus. Around 325 abstracts
and 250 research papers were received.

increased over the years. The additional
frequency will, therefore, meet the travel
requirements.”

Criminal justice system: Institute of Law of
Nirma University will organise its sixth inter-
national and tenth biennial conference of The
Indian Society of Victimology on ‘Ensuring
Victim’s Participation on Criminal Justice
System’ from February 23 to 25. The con-
ference will be organised in collaboration with

CITY DIGEST 

New flights 
to Singapore

IPL BETTING SCAM 

Ahmedabad: Gujarat Seconda-
ry and Higher Secondary Edu-
cation Board (GSHSEB) on
Wednesday announced that se-
mester 2 exam of class XII (sci-
ence stream) will be conducted
between April 6 and 8. This ex-
am will be for the students who
could not succeed in the previo-
usly held second semester ex-
ams.

As per the statement of the
GSHSEB, the exam will be con-
ducted only at Ahmedabad cent-
re and students from across the
state will have to come to the city
to appear in the examination. 

The board also directed the
schools to put the practical
marks of class XII science stre-
am on website between Februa-
ry 28 and March 3. TNN

Sem 2 class XII
science exam
from April 6
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In a note sent to various
states and also to the
Gujarat chief secretary,
Union minister Maneka
Gandhi has suggested to
mandate “public dis-
closure of information
regarding C-sections by
hospitals,” to curb this
practice
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