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GUJARAT NARMADA VALLEY FERTILIZERS & 
CHEMICALS LTD WINS GOLDEN PEACOCK AWARD | 4

TOGADIA WANTS CBI TO SEEK REVIEW OF SUPREME
COURT’S ORDER ON BABRI TRIALS | 4

Ahmedabad: Gujarat Uni-
versity (GU) officials on Wed-
nesday held a meeting of
principals of arts, commerce
and science colleges affilia-
ted with the university to dis-
cuss the admission process.
Varsity officials decided that
admission form fees should
be reduced by Rs 25. The form
fees for undergraduate stu-
dents were reduced from Rs
150 to Rs 125 and those for post-
graduate students were redu-
ced from Rs 200 to Rs 175.

In-charge vice chancellor,
Himanshu Pandya, said, “GU
is making all efforts to make
the procedure easier for stu-
dents and ensure they don’t
have to run errands to make
applications.” The admission
forms will be distributed af-
ter May 15 and no booklets
will be issued this time aro-

und.
Each institute under GU

has a help centre, to help stu-
dents fill forms, get counsel-
ling and receive PIN numbers
for admissions. This time aro-
und, the help centres have al-
so been asked to verify forms
and documents and provide a
swipe machine to facilitate
digital payment of fees. The
decision has been taken to en-
sure that students don’t have
to run from pillar to post to
make their applications.

Most colleges affiliated
with GU are either in Ahmed-
abad or Gandhinagar. There-
fore, students who put up at
nearby villages in the same
district won’t have to travel
long distances. Surprisingly,
colleges that were opposing
the varsity’s decision for help
centres have now began to
support them with as much
zeal.

GU reduces fees for
admission forms 
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Ahmedabad: Even as the Su-
preme Court has ruled that the-
re is no criteria for blind stu-
dents to select a writer, certain
institutes affiliated with Guja-
rat University continue to insist
that only a writer who is junior
to the student can be hired by
him or her. 

Every year around 250-300
students, mainly those who are
visually impaired, seek writers
to appear for exams. However,
with arbitrary restrictions im-
posed by institutes, they find it
difficult to face exams or get
writers.

Gujarat University had is-
sued a notification in the past

stating there should be no rest-
rictions on hiring a writer. Re-
cently, when a few visually im-
paired students of BA and BEd
colleges went to check their sea-
ting arrangement at the depart-
ment of journalism at GU, they
were asked to bring writers who
are junior to the students.

The distressed students re-
presented the matter before
Blind People’s Association
(BPA). Following this, BPA offi-
cials discussed the issue with
GU officials and stated that de-
spite varsity rules, visually im-
paired students tend to suffer as
institutes and exam centres im-
pose restrictions amid an alrea-
dy existing dearth of writers.

Soon after, the varsity re-is-

sued the notification stating in-
stitutes should not impose rest-
rictions or conditions on stu-
dents seeking a writer for the
exams. 

Further to this, the varsity
also held that it is the responsi-
bility of the institute, depart-
ment and university to ensure
visually impaired, physically-
challenged and injured stu-
dents get writers for their ex-
ams and therefore they must ar-
range for one in case the student
is unable to do so. 

Certain colleges and faculty
members affiliated with GU ha-
ve been making efforts to arran-
ge for writers for visually impa-
ired students, said 
sources.

Varsity tells colleges to
follow rules, arrange writers 
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Ahmedabad: A dead rat was
found on Wednesday in the
mid-day meal served at a
government-run pri-
mary school in Jam-
la village of Kalol
taluka in Gandhi-
nagar district.
The tail of the rat
was found in the
dish of a teacher
who had taken the
food to taste it for
safety.

Mansa MLA
Amit Chavda, who
rushed to the spot, said ac-
cording to rules, the food has
to be checked first by a tea-
cher. 

When the teacher took so-
me food in his dish, he found
the tail of a rat in it. “Imme-
diately the entire food coo-
ked was checked and a dead

rat was found,” Chavda said.
The MLA further said

that the food was supplied by
Akshay Patra. “One much
check the quality of the food
supplied. In the past also,
there were cases of food poi-
soning in kotwas. However,
the forensic report had then
stated that the food poiso-

ning had
oc-

curred be-
cause of contaminated drin-
king water,” Chavda said.

He claimed that Jamla
Adarsh Primary School,
where the dead rat was fo-
und, was declared a model
school by the state govern-
ment. “There are 242 stu-

dents in the school,” the
MLA said.

Rajendra Trivedi, com-
missioner of mid-day meal
scheme, admitted that a dead
rat had been found in the fo-
od. 

“In Jamla village, the tea-
cher spotted the rat in the fo-
od before it was served to stu-
dents,” he said. 

“The department has as-
ked senior officials to

look into the in-
cident and find
out if there we-
re complaints
from any other
school. Akshay
Patra was supp-
lying food in the
schools of

Mansa, Kalol
and Gandhina-

gar taluka and, so far,
we have not received any

complaint,” Trivedi said.
Officials said that as it

had received several compla-
ints about the quality of fo-
od, it was decided that the fo-
od will first be tested by the
teacher and only then will it
be served to students.

Dead rat found in
meal at model school

Rodent Detected
Before Kids Were

Served Food
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Ahmedabad: It will be six months before the
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC)
can begin work on destruction of Pirana garba-
ge mound. The 30-year-old legacy of waste,
which has polluted the city’s air for long and
made it toxic with carcinogens, has nearly 81
lakh tonnes of garbage.

Sources in the AMC claim that the first sta-
ge of inviting intent is over. Four companies ha-
ve expressed their willingness to participate in
the project and, at the moment, a technical as-
sessment is being conducted on these intents.

It is a combination of biomining and biore-
mediation that is being considered for Pirana
site, said a senior AMC official.

“Bioremediation will largely
involve biological methods to deg-
rade, disintegrate, transform or
eliminate contaminants in soil
and water,” a senior official said. 

“It is a natural process that ut-
ilizes normal life functions of bac-
teria, fungi and plants to change
contaminants present in the Pira-
na landfill site,” the official said. Officials cla-
im that the entire project can be completed in a
little above or even below the Rs 100 crore bud-
get.

After the technical scrutiny, the AMC will
make ‘Request for Proposals’ from the four
firms chosen and will take 21 days to process

them. An additional 30 days will be required to
run these proposals through various AMC de-
partments like health, finance and others befo-

re they reach the standing commit-
tee for approval. 

The process of biomining and
bioremediation was successfully
implemented by the Kumbakonam
municipality in Tamil Nadu (TN) re-
cently. It used a bio-culture — a solu-
tion containing a host of friendly
bacteria — to first reduce the size of
garbage mounds and then segregate

the waste. 
In biomining, the waste mound is loosened

using JCBs. Large waste items are manually re-
moved. The composting bio-culture is then
sprayed into the loosened mounds which are
first organized into wind rows a few meters
high with enough space for passage of air. 

Bacteria to aid machines
in cleaning up Pirana

AMC hopes to begin work in six months

TOI
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Siddhartha

Ahmedabad: On World Cre-
ativity and Innovation Week,
the Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Institute of India (EDII) in
association with a private con-
sultancy firm organized a collo-
quium to encourage thinking
on ‘Creativity and Innovation’
on Wednesday, said a statement
of the institute. 

The colloquium was held on
EDII’s Gandhinagar campus
and was attended by women en-
trepreneurs from Women In-
dustrial Park of Sanand-GIDC
and students of architectural
engineering. TNN

Colloquium
organized at EDII

Ahmedabad: Sunil Gidvani
resident of Kubernagar in
Sardarnagar has lodged a
complaint that while he away
from his house in between 14th
and 18th April, unknown thieves
broke into his house and
decamped with Gold jewellery
and cash worth Rs 1.99 lakh. TNN

House burgled

No thaw in fee freeze, says govt 
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Even as the parents’ association, 
‘Voice of  Parents’, is planning to 
gherao the state secretariat on Sat-

urday, the state government is almost 
ready with the new rules which are 
likely to be made public early next week.

The Voice of  Parents will meet on 
Thursday evening  at Joggers’ Park to de-
cide further course of  action against 
schools refusing to charge fees according 
to the upper limit fixed by the government.

The parents are 
planning to gherao 

the state secretari-
at in Gandhina-
gar on Saturday 

to press for their 
demand for early 

implementation of  
the Gujarat Self-Fi-
nanced School (Regu-

lation of  Fees Bill – 
2017).

State ed-
u c a t i o n 

minister 
Bhupen-
drasinh 
C h u -
dasama 
s a i d : 
“ T h e 
g o v -
e r n -
ment 

under-

stands the anxiety of  the parents and we, 
too, are concerned. We understand that the 
student is not a customer.” 

“We are almost done with the new 
rules which will be made public early 
next week,” he said.

Chudasama said that he had told the 
management of  schools that they would be 
able to represent their case before the com-
mittee and instead of  getting into alterca-
tions with parents, they should take deci-
sions in the best interest of   students.

The parents are demanding that the 
school managements charge fees according 
to the upper limit fixed by the government 
while passing the bill in the assembly. The 
agitating parents who had sent several 
emails to the education minister are now 
going to the schools to protest against the 
managements which have refused to charge 
the government regulated fees.

Naresh Shah of  the Voice of  Parents 
said, “We are chalking out the future 
strategy for the agitation. So far, the 
agitation has only been restricted to 
individual schools. But now we want to 
get all the parents under one banner and 
raise our voice for pressurizing the 
management to charge the fees as per 
the upper limit.”

Prakash Kapadia of  Jago Gujarat 
Sangarsh Samiti said, “The government 
is behaving as if  schools have paid it 
hefty donations. Gujarat Self-Financed 
School (Regulation of  Fees Bill – 2017) 
seems meant for benefit of  schools and 
hence, we are planning to challenge it 
in court.”

Parents plan to gherao 
secretariat on Saturday

Will Not Allow 
Schools To Hike 

Fees, Seeks 
Details
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T
he state government is deter-
mined to prevent self-fi-
nanced schools as well as 
schools affiliated to the 

Central Board of  Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) and the Indian 
Certificate of  Secondary Education 
(ICSE) from increasing fees.

Following directions from chief  
minister Vijay Rupani, the state 
education department has asked all 
district education officers (DEO) 
and district primary education of-
ficers to get details of  fee structures 
of  schools.

During the cab-
inet meeting on 
Wednesday, Rupa-
ni had said: “The 
issue of  school fees 

was discussed in the state cabinet. 
I’ve ordered all the DEOs and dis-
trict primary education officers to 
furnish all the details related to fees 
collected by the self-financed 
schools.”  He said the government 
was resolved to implement the new 
law strictly.

Principal secretary Sunaina 
Tomar said: “The DEOs have been 
asked to get details of  fees collected 
by schools along with the details of  
the affiliation to boards and the 
dates on which the schools 
were founded.”

Tomar said that the 
government was 
in the final stag-
es of  deciding 
the rules and 
the formation 
of  fee regulato-
ry committees. 
The committees 
are likely to com-
mence their work 
by the last week 
of  April.

After the HB 
Kapadia issue, 
the government 
was trying to find 
out if  schools 
were functioning 
without a valid 
affiliation from 
the CBSE or ICSE 
boards. It is 
worth re-
calling that 
the trustee 
of  HB Kapa-
dia was arrest-
ed for running 
the school without 
an affiliation from 
the CBSE and even 
charging steep fees.

School says 
NSUI protests  
are tactic to 

influence intake
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Ahmedabad: Students’ wing 
of  the Congress, the Nation-
al Students’ Union of  India 
(NSUI), on Wednesday held pro-
test at St Xavier’s School in Mir-
zapur  alleging that the princi-
pal had misbehaved when they 
demanded capping of  fees.

However, the school princi-
pal, Fr Titus De Costa denied the 
allegations and said that the 
NSUI leaders were pressurizing 
him for admissions to the school 
without filling up forms.

A statement from NSUI lead-
ers, Subhan Saiyed, Gujarat 
state general secretary, and 
Asif  Pawar, president of  
Ahmedabad district of  the stu-
dents’ wing, reads, “The state 
government has regulated the 
fees in private schools but ex-
cessive fees are being charged 
at St Xavier’s Mirzapur.” 
“When NSUI took up the issue 
with Father Titus, he got agi-
tated and said that the fees of  
St Xavier’s will be decided by 
the school authority only and 
if  the NSUI workers have prob-
lem with that, then they can 
raise the issue before district 
education officer (DEO) and 
education minister,” the state-
ment added.

Denying such allegations, De 
Costa said, “Every year, the NSUI 
people try to pressurize us dur-
ing the admission process.”

“Their leader, Asif  Pawar, 
came this time and asked me to 
give admissions on two seats. 
When I refused, a mob comprising 
their leaders came and threatened 
me on Tuesday,” he said.

BATTLE
LOOMS

‘Rules will take ages to kick in’

Areputed English medium school in a letter to the 
parents said that it would maintain its fee structure. 

The school said: “As per the fee regulation legislation-2017, 
the rules will have to be framed. First they will have to be 
tabled in the assembly, then they will have to be placed on 
the floor of the house for 30 days and then will will be 
printed in a public gazette, and thereafter they will be 
implemented. All these will take ages.”

Managements 
stay tight-lipped

School principals and 
managements are tight-lipped 

about the new Act. TOI called up 
principals and trustees of several 
CBSE and Gujarat board affiliated 
schools, but none responded.


