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Ahmedabad: The Gujarat high
court on Tuesday reserved its or-
der after fully hearing an appli-

cation by former
minister and Na-
roda Patia massa-
cre case convict 
Maya Kodnani
to summon BJP
national presi-
dent Amit Shah
and eight others
as defence wit-
nesses in the ap-
peal against her
conviction.

The Supreme
Court-appointed special investi-
gation team (SIT) objected to
Kodnani’s demand, by submit-

ting before the HC that the plea
was filed at a belated stage and
was hence not tenable.

Kodnani requested the HC to
summon Shah as a witness to es-
tablish her case that she was not
at the scene of the offence on Fe-
bruary 28, 2002. She argued in her
application that the prosecution
dropped Shah and other witnes-
ses from the list of witnesses wit-
hout any reason and did not ex-
amine them. The SIT rebutted
this by stating that it is not obli-
gatory for the prosecution to ex-
amine all witnesses
that appear on the
list at the beginning
of the trial.

Kodnani moved
this application after a special
SIT court hearing the Naroda
Gam massacre case permitted
her to call and examine Shah and
13 others as defence witnesses.

Kodnani has been sentenced
to a 28-year jail term along with 31
others, for killing 97 people at Na-
roda Patia. She has challenged
her conviction before the HC.
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Ahmedabad: The Gujarat
Chamber of Commerce & In-
dustry (GCCI) on Tuesday an-
nounced the establishment of
the Arbitration, Mediation,
Conciliation and Alternate Dis-
pute Resolution Centre (GCCI-
ADRC) that will provide quick
and hassle-free redressal to in-
dustry disputes. The industry
body plans to rope in a team of
40-50 — including retired high
court and Supreme Court jud-
ges, senior advocates, and tech-
nical industry experts.

“The centre will help in spe-
edy redressal of conflicts, infor-
mally and confidentially witho-
ut going to court,” said Bipin
Patel, the president of the
GCCI. “Apart from judges and
advocates, industry experts will
also be consulted to ensure fair
redressal to all parties. Once a
dispute is resolved, the decision
of the mediation cell can be
challenged in court, after neces-
sary compliance.”

The GCCI-ADRC aims to re-
solve around 700-800 cases a ye-
ar. The rules are specially mo-
delled to meet several trade-re-
lated requirements. Industry
experts believe that when tra-
ders and industries move co-

urts, they not only end up be-
aring litigation costs but are al-
so faced with uncertainty about
when a case might be resolved.

The centre will be especially
useful for MSMEs as cases will
be resolved in a time-bound and
affordable manner.

Shailesh Patwari, the vice-
president of the GCCI, said:
“There are around 4.6 lakh
MSMEs across the state. As of
today, some 1,200 cases related to
industry are pending in courts,
of which the maximum are re-
lated to MSMEs.

GCCI sets up cell to
tackle trade disputes
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Ahmedabad: The accused in the 2002 Naroda Gam
massacre case want to examine secret witnesses, be-
sides the long list of persons they have supplied for
examination as defence witnesses.

Defence lawyer Chetan Shah made an application
before the special SIT court, requesting permission
for the accused persons to call witnesses, whose iden-
tity they did not want to disclose before the witnesses
entered the witness box.

On Tuesday, the SIT objected to this request, cal-
ling it a vague and a means to delay the
trial. Special prosecutor Suresh Shah
said that there is a provision in law that
the accused can bring in any person as
defence witness. There was no reason to

disclose the identity. The court only has to examine
whether the witness is relevant or not. But if the ac-
cused person wants the court to summon such a wit-
ness, he is required to furnish the identity of the wit-
ness for summons to be issued.

The SIT also objected to the request to summon
witnesses whose full names and complete addresses
have not been supplied by the defence. More than 80
persons are being tried in this case, for killing 11 per-
sons on February 28, 2002. TNN

Accused want to examine
secret witnesses

NARODA PATIA
MASSACRE

COMMON INDUSTRY 
ISSUES

➤ Delayed payment
➤ Non-compliance with terms 
of contract
➤ Insurance-related issues
➤ Damage to products
➤ Partnership disputes
➤ Tender-related disputes
➤ Compromise on product/
service quality


