
Ahmedabad: The cyber cell of
the city crime branch has taken
up the enormous task of calling
about 17,000 people from 15 sta-
tes across the country who were
defrauded by Mohammed Jila-
ni Ansari, 23, who posed as a
bank official to siphon off their
money. Cyber cell officials said
that the accused — who was ar-
rested from the Naxalite-hit
Bansmi village of Jharkhand
— had contacted 4,458 people in
Gujarat. “We suspect around
30% of the people he called gave

their card numbers and OTP to
him,” said a cyber cell official.

Assistant commissioner of
police, crime branch, Rajdeep-
sinh Zala said the that challenge
was onerous but it was impor-
tant to trace the vic-
tims, who could
turn out to be
witnesses
in the
case.
“We
might send
bulk SMSs to the
numbers Ansari called,”
Zala said.

It came to light du-
ring Ansari’s interroga-
tion that he was invol-
ved in the scam for about
three years. However,
most of the calls he made

ced in November 2016, many pe-
ople opted to transact online.
That could have made them vul-
nerable to cyber thieves.

“Once Ansari managed to
persuade victims to give away
the ATM card number, the CVV
number, and the OTP, he trans-
ferred money from victims’
bank accounts to one the 34 e-
wallets he had created with the
help of 10 different email IDs,”
Zala said.

“We have sent the seven
cellphones recovered from the
accused for forensic examina-
tion to trace the bank accounts
he used,” a cyber cell official sa-
id. Crime branch officials said
that although Ansari has not re-
vealed anything about accomp-
lices, he could have been a part
of a syndicate. 

were after demonetization. Cy-
ber cell officials said that since
demonetization was announ-

Cyber cell to call 17k con victims
Jharkhand
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Ahmedabad: China Rail-
way Rolling Stock Corpora-
tion (CRRC), a state-owned
company, has legally fought
its way back in a ‘Make in In-
dia’ competition. It will now
be able to make 96 coaches for
the city’s Rs 10,733-crore Met-
ro rail project.

Earlier this week, the Su-
preme Court permitted
CRRC to participate in the
bidding process after quas-
hing a decision taken by the
Metro-link Express for
Gandhinagar and Ahmed-
abad (MEGA) in November
2016 to disqualify the Chine-
se company.

After disqualifying the
company, MEGA had deci-
ded to go ahead with tenders
from three companies — con-
sortium of Bombardier
Transportation India Pvt
Ltd & Bombardier Transpor-
tation GmbH, Hyundai Ro-
tem Company, and consorti-
um of Alstom Transport In-
dia Ltd and Alstom Trans-
port SA.

MEGA’s decision to dis-
qualify the Chinese compa-

ny was at the initial ‘filter-
cum-qualification require-
ment bid’ stage on the basis
of the merger of two state-
run companies — CSR Cor-
poration Ltd and CNR Corpo-
ration Ltd — to become
CRRC. It said that the subsi-
diary companies have the ex-
pertise and experience and
are largest and oldest suppli-
ers of rail transport equip-
ment. MEGA said that the
Chinese firm cannot qualify
with the expertise of its sub-
sidiary companies, and there
has to be a joint venture or a
consortium of these compa-
nies.

The matter first reached

the Gujarat high court,
which upheld MEGA’s argu-
ment that the bidder was ex-
pected to be capable of comp-
leting the project within de-
adlines. MEGA had said that
delay beyond March 2018 in
completion of the project wo-
uld inflate the project cost by
7.5% (Rs 807 crore per year
and Rs 67 crore per month).
The HC refused to intervene
and said that it would not use
power of judicial review “to
protect private interest at the
cost of public interest”.

The apex court, however,
set aside the HC order and
held that the Chinese compa-
ny was qualified to bid. It jun-
ked MEGA’s decision of dis-
qualification on the grounds
that MEGA’s apprehension
that CRRC’s subsidiary com-
panies would not be available
for the execution of the pro-
ject, if necessity so arises,
merely because it is not a par-
ty to the contract, was specu-
lative, unfounded, far-fet-
ched and wanting in reason
and rationale. The SC has as-
ked MEGA to speed up the
tendering process for ma-
king rail coaches.

SC Scraps MEGA Decision To Disqualify Firm 
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Ahmedabad: Yasin Bhatkal, alias Ahmed Sid-
dibapa, has denied having a role in the July 2008
serial blasts in Ahmedabad, in which 56 per-
sons had died. It has come to light that in a state-
ment given to a magistrate in Athwalines, Su-
rat, the man accused in the serial blasts case
and alleged co-founder of Indian Mujahideen,
said that he was not Yasin Bhatkal but Ahmed
Siddibapa. He also denied having a role in plan-
ting bombs in Surat in 2008.

“Bhatkal was arrested by Surat police on
April 19, and was taken to Surat from Ahmed-
abad with regard to the planting of bombs. He
was taken to a court in Athwalines as wanted to
register a statement before the magistrate on
April 25,” said a police source.

“In his statement, under Section 164 of
CrPC, Bhatkal told the magistrate that his na-
me is Ahmed Siddibapa and not Yasin Bhat-
kal,” said the source.

“In the statement, running to five-odd pa-
ges, he said he had never come to Gujarat before
he was brought here by crime branch in con-
nection with the serial blasts case,” said a police
source.

“He said he had fled to Nepal out of fear on
seeing posters with his photo as a wanted terro-
rist of the Indian Mujahideen,” said the source.

Cops said Bhatkal used many aliases inclu-
ding “Shah Rukh”. Gujarat police sources said
Bhatkal was brought to Ahmedabad from Ti-
har Jail in Delhi in March 2017, as he was wan-

ted in the July 26, 2008 city serial blasts case. On
July 27, 2008, police discovered 29 unexploded
bombs from various areas of Surat. Bhatkal is a
key accused in the Surat case.

Bhatkal is named in 30 incidents of terror
across India which resulted in more than 250 de-
aths. He was arrested in August 2013, from near
Raxual in Bihar, about 1km from the Nepal bor-
der.

Bhatkal and his four associates — Asadul-
lah Akhtar alias Haddi, Tehseen Akhtar, Ejaz
Shaikh and Pakistani national Zia-ur- Rehman,
alias Waqas — were sentenced to death by an
NIA court in Hyderabad for the twin blasts in a
marketplace in Dilsukhnagar in February 2013.
Eighteen people had died and 130 were injured
in the blasts.

Bhatkal was in Surat police custody when
his statement was recorded in front of the ma-
gistrate on April 25, said Gujarat police sources.

‘I’m not Yasin Bhatkal,
never came to Gujarat’
Key Accused In 2008

Blasts Denies Any Role 
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File photo of a bomb disposal squad member with
bomb found at a market in Surat on July 27, 2008

Ahmedabad: The special co-
urt hearing the 2002 Naroda
Gam massacre case on Satur-
day rejected an application fi-
led by the accused persons’ ad-
vocate, demanding to question
two Hindu public prosecutors
to find out whether there was a
sentiment of anger among
Hindus after the Godhra train
burning incident.

Special judge P B Desai ter-
med the demand “ridiculous”
when the defence counsel re-
quested the court that every
member of the Hindu commu-

nity needed to be examined to
find out if there was an anger
among Hindus.

The special court opined
that the defence advocate’s de-
mand was “yet another at-
tempt by the accused to pro-
long proceedings and the reli-
efs sought for in the present
application are tantamount to
nothing but a gross abuse of
process of law, and the same is
required to be greatly depreca-
ted”.

While rejecting the appli-
cation, the court said it is ridi-
culous to demand the exami-
nation of all members of the

Hindu community in the inter-
est of the Hindus of Gujarat.

The special judge said, “I
do not know how such a vague
relief seeking to examine an
entire community came to be
sought, and further in case of
examination of two special
public prosecutors came to be
sought by the defence on mere
presumption.”

This application was filed
after the prosecution asked a
defence witness, Bipin Thak-
kar, during his cross-examina-
tion, whether he knew there
were feelings of anger among
the Hindus of Gujarat after the
Godhra carnage.

Meanwhile, defence wit-
ness Kishan Christian, who
was called as a secret witness
was cross-questioned by the
prosecution on Saturday. He
had earlier told the court that
he did not see Bajrang Dal lea-
der Babu Bajrangi, VHP lea-
der Jaideep Patel and then BJP
councillor Vallabhbhai Patel
in the mob that rioting at Naro-
da Gam on February 28, 2002.
He told the court on Saturday
that from the distance of his
house to the spot of rioting, it
was very difficult to spot peo-
ple.

Eleven persons were killed
in the Naroda Gam massacre
during the riots in the state in
2002 and 84 persons are being
tried for the killings.

Plea to quiz Hindus,
prosecutors rejected

Naroda Gam
massacre
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Ahmedabad: Seven women
and three men were assaulted
by about 20 persons at Mur Mur
Falia in Ramol on Saturday af-
ternoon. The victims said that
the attackers are loan sharks
and had assaulted them over a
loan of Rs10,000 they had given
a 14-year-old member of their
family.

The uncle of the teenager,
Mehmudmiya Malek, told TOI
that they are farmers and earn
enough to satisfy their needs.
“The boy had borrowed money
at 30% interest three months
ago and was unable to repay the
sum,” added Malek. Malek co-
uldn’t say why his nephew had
borrowed the sum.

The boy’s father, Jabir Ma-
lek, learnt about the loan when

he noticed his son was staying
aloof for three days. “The boy
said that if he did not repay
Shabir Ali, Farooq Ali and
Magdum Ali they would kill
him,” said Mehmud Malek.

According to police sour-
ces, on Saturday, at about 11am,
when the family was at lunch,
Shabir Ali, Farooq Ali and
Magdum Ali rushed into their
house with 20 others armed
with sticks and swords and as-
saulted them.

“Seven women and three
men of the family suffered in-
juries and were taken to LG and
VS hospitals. We fear for our sa-
fety as the accused are local go-
ons,” a family member said .

Police said they have regis-
tered a complaint of rioting
and have deployed enough se-
curity measures.

Loan sharks attack
family for boy’s ̀̀ 10k debt
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Ahmedabad: Union mini-
ster of state (MoS) for finan-
ce and corporate affairs Ar-
jun Ram Meghwal on Satur-
day attributed India’s
growth to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Meghwal
was speaking at the 18th con-
vocation of Entrepreneurs-
hip Development Institute of
India (EDII) at Bhat village,
Gandhinagar. 

“With Modi’s aura beco-
ming bigger globally, it se-
ems that the 21st century will
to belong to India,” Meghwal
said. “In 2019, India will com-
pete with China, Japan, and
Russia.” Meghwal’s convo-
cation speech was delivered
to 98 graduating students of
the institute and guests.

Quoting a report of the
US department of agricultu-

re, Meghwal said, “The Indi-
an economy will become big-
ger than that of countries
such as the UK, Japan, Fran-
ce and Germany by 2030.” At
the convocation, 75 students
received the post-graduate
diploma in business entre-
preneurship and 23 students
were conferred the post-gra-
duate diploma in develop-
ment studies. Dr Sunil Shuk-
la, the director of EDII, and
M K Jain, MD and CEO of ID-
BI Bank Ltd, were among
those who attended the con-
vocation ceremony.

Why are IAS couples 
unhappy?

Meghwal, who is known
for his funny remarks, de-
monstrated his gift when he
started talking about the
happiness index. He gave the
example of an IAS couple.
He asked the students, “Have
you ever seen an IAS couple?
They are many. In govern-
ment events, their hotel ro-
oms are separate. So how co-
uld there be happiness? This
should be studied in beha-
vioral science.”

India, China as beauty
contestants

Meghwal said, “Many ti-
mes, a girl with beautiful
physical structure cannot
win a beauty contest becau-
se she lacks moral beauty
and character. Similarly,
China seems a big economy,
but India has character and
morals of a democracy
which will help her to beco-
me the leader of Asia in the
21st century.”

‘21st century will belong to India’
Says Union MoS
Finance At EDII

Convocation

Union minister of state for
finance Arjun Ram Meghwal at
the convocation

TIMES NEWS NETWORK “Nobody needs to necessarily
follow a religion in this world, so
you please declare me an atheist
or secular. After you declare me
an atheist, I want to be renamed
as RV155677820 in government
documents like election card
(voter ID), college degree, PAN
card and Aadhaar card,” states
the application filed by Upad-
hyay.

RV is short for Rajveer and
the rest is his enrolment num-
ber on his school leaving certifi-
cate. Upadhyay, who is pursuing
a postgraduate degree in clini-
cal psychology, said he has been
influenced by the rationalists’
movements across the world.

Upadhyay told TOI, “I was
born a Garo Brahmin, a sched-
uled caste. Since childhood, I
used to witness various forms of
discrimination and superstition
in the name of religion and
caste.”

‘Want to be
renamed

RV155677820’
�continued from P1
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Ahmedabad: Considering 
the progress made by Gujarat 
in the areas of  power and ag-
riculture, Africa is looking at 
partnering with the state in 
the fields of  energy, especially 
solar power, agriculture and 
services sectors.

“We have lot of  Gujara-
tis in Africa. There are a 
number of  reasons why I 
am excited about Gujarat. 
Around 90% of  rough dia-
monds are cut and polished 
here. Services sector is very 
strong and agriculture is 
very prosperous,” said said 
Akinwumi Adesina, presi-
dent, African Development 
Bank (AfDB).

“The unemployment 
rate in Gujarat is less than 

1%. The state has some of  
the best medical centres in 
the world. Round the clock 
electricity is provided to 
rural areas,” he added.

“Gujarat has done things 
right and these are the things 
that will make Africa and Gu-
jarat partnerships very im-
portant,” Adesina said.

Agriculture is an impor-
tant area where Africa is 

looking to partner with Gu-
jarat. The African continent 
has 65% of  uncultivated ar-
able land in the world and it 
is encouraging African 
countries to take up agricul-
ture as business. Hundreds 
of  farmers from Saurashtra 
region have turned to Africa 
for taking up farming activ-
ity on large scale.

“Africa is also keen to en-
gage with small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) in Guja-
rat. The state is known for its 
business people and they have 
business in their blood,” stat-
ed Adesina, adding, “We look 
forward to work with Gujarat 
in the field of  energy. The so-
lar power plants in Gujarat 
are fantastic. There is a lot of  
opportunities for that (solar 
projects).”

‘Want ties in energy, agriculture’
Solar 

Alliance to 
meet too
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Ahmedabad The govern-
ment of  India is also organiz-
ing an event on the Interna-
tional Solar Alliance (ISA) on 
the sidelines of  African Devel-
opment Bank’s annual meet-
ings which are being held 
during May 22-26.

“At the event, the frame-
work agreement of  ISA will be 
kept open for signatures, and 
the government will also ac-
cept ratification documents 
from those countries that have 
completed the ratification pro-
cess,” stated an official state-
ment from the ministry of  
external affairs. 

So far, 25 countries have 
signed the framework agree-
ment of  ISA. Guatemala, Dji-
bouti, Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana, 
Chad, Comoros, Mauritius, 
Yemen and Somalia have 
agreed to sign the framework 
agreement. India, France, 
Nauru and Fiji have already 
ratified ISA’s framework 
agreement.

➤ Continued from, P1

The bank is also infusing $12 billion in the 
electricity space over the next five years 

and investments of  $34 billion are further 
likely to be pumped in by 2025-26. “And, we 
expect to leverage $45-50 billion of  investments 
by private sector” he said.

AfDB has already started a $500 million fund 
called Facility for Energy Inclusion to provide 
finances access to small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) in the off  grid renewable energy 

sector. “That fund will invest anything ranging 
from $3 million to $30 million in companies tak-
ing up renewable energy projects, generally 
below 30MW of  power projects,” he added.

Africa also wants to work closely with India 
in the field of  value addition so that the conti-
nent does not end up with just exporting raw 
materials. With Africa’s focus on promoting 
agriculture as business, the bank officials be-
lieve that Indian companies in seeds, agricul-
ture technology and food processing can play 
a big role in Africa.

‘Seeds, food processing can play big role’

AfDB president Akinwumi 
Adesina 


