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RAJYA Sabha MP Parimal
Nathwani has written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
HRD Minister Smriti Irani,
seeking free education until
Class XII across the country in
order to implement the Right
to Education (RTE) in the true
sense. Nathwani’s letter speci-
fies “dropouts” in rural areas
where financial problems and
difficulties in getting to school,
such as wading through water,
force them to opt out.

The letter that was also
sent to Gujarat chief minister
Anandiben Patel states that
for students in “remote coun-
tryside with meager infrastruc-
ture and resources, complet-

ing school education up to
Class XII is also a difficult
dream.” Nathwani says that al-
though education is free up to
Class VIII in schools, “stu-
dents in the rural areas have
to wade through waist-high
river waters, walk up to several
kilometers in rough terrains
etc to go to school.” 

He also mentions the un-
availability of curriculum
books and mistakes in print-
ing among the troubles faced
by students. “Difficulties
like this and financial prob-
lems compel them to aban-
don study halfway. Mini-
mum education of Class XII
is a breakthrough which pro-
vides even a poor student
some standing in society,” he
states.

AHMEDABAD: A DIVISION
bench of Gujarat High Court  on
Wednesday began the final hearing
of criminal appeals and criminal con-
firmation cases in the 2002 Godhra
train carnage case. In March 2011, a
designated court had pronounced its
judgment on the case, convicting 31
persons and acquitting 63 persons.
Eleven of the convicts were given
death sentence whereas 20 others
were given life imprisonment by the
court, presided over by the trial
judge P R Patel then.

Following this, as per the proce-
dure, the cases of 11 persons who
have been given death sentence were

referred to the HC for the confirma-
tion of the death sentence. Mean-
while, the state government has
moved appeals against those acquit-
ted in the case. 

At the same time, the convicts
have also moved appeals against
their conviction before HC. 

All these petitions have been
clubbed together and are now being
heard by the division bench of Jus-
tices A S Dave and G R Udhwani.

The criminal confirmation cases
and the appeals against the acquit-
tals and convictions were moved in
2011. Further hearing will continue
on Thursday. ENS

2002 Godhra carnage case:
Final hearing begins in HC
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B
EHIND bars for
nearly eight years, Gu-
jarat’s retired IPS offi-

cer D G Vanzara, an accused
in the Ishrat Jahan fake en-
counter case, walked out of
Sabarmati Central Jail on
Wednesday, amid drum beats,
shehnai strains and bursting
of firecrackers. As Vanzara -
dressed in a pink sleeveless
coatee over a spotless white
kurta-pyjama - stepped out,
the crowd gathered around
the jail shouted, “Look, look,
who is here! The lion of Gu-
jarat is here.”

The former DIG, who has
been a prime accused in the
police encounter cases in Gu-
jarat since 2002, and was out
on bail, blamed the politics of
the time for targetting police-
men, and said “... acche din aa
gaye (good days have ar-
rived),” referring to his release
while addressing the press be-
fore flying to Mumbai, where
he is to be based, as part of the
court’s bail conditions.

Vanzara said, “Gujarat po-
lice was singled out. It was tar-
geted for eight years. The poli-

tics prevailing in India back
then was responsible for it. Is
there any state where such ac-
tions were not taken? Extra le-
gal political reason is the only
reason behind such cases. Most
such cases happened in UP
while Gujarat has minimum
cases. They should not have
targeted the police.”

Vanzara, who wrote three
books of poems and collected
academic degrees through dis-
tance education during his judi-
cial custody, switched between

Hindi and English as he said,
“Despite being in jail for eight
years, I am aware of what is
happening in the outside world
through newspapers and televi-
sion. People said that good days
would come... some say that
they have come. We have got
justice and now feel that good
days have arrived.” 

Vanzara said that it was
due to the actions against ter-
rorism by the state police that
stopped Gujarat from becom-
ing another “Kashmir”. He
said that the attack on Ak-
shardham, AMTS bus attack,
BJP leader Haren Pandya
murder were all part of the ter-
ror attacks. “The police only
tried to stop Gujarat from be-
coming another Kashmir,”
Vanzara said, adding that ter-
rorism is a global problem and
if police, Army, paramilitary
forces take action, they should
not be targeted.

Asked whether the then
state government under
Narendra Modi, who was chief
minister then, knew about the
encounters, Vanzara said,
“Those who needed to know,
knew.” He quickly added that
he would not talk about what
had happened in the past. He

said that since the case was
sub-judice, all he could say was
that the “encounters were
genuine while further investi-
gations are fake”.

Asked why his own col-
league, the then DIG Rajnish
Rai, who was supervising the
case, arrested him, Vanzara
said, “All the investigations are
false. Either it was done by CBI
or CID.” Rai, who was supervis-
ing the investigations in the
Sohrabuddin Sheikh fake en-
counter case in the CID, had
arrested Vanzara, IPS officers
Rajkumar Pandian and Dinesh
M N of Rajasthan cadre on
April 24, 2007, which were also
the first arrests in the case.
Along with Vanzara, all the 37
police officers accused in en-
counter cases are out on bail
while BJP national president
Amit Shah and retired DGP P
C Pande have been discharged.

Vanzara also denied that
his release would pose
“threat” to the witnesses.
Coming out of jail, Vanzara was
accompanied by Maninderjit
Singh Bitta, the chairman of All
India Anti-terrorist Front
(AIATF). Bitta said that Van-
zara was a “victim of political
terrorism”. 

Vanzara walks free, says
‘acche din’ back for cops
FAKE ENCOUNTER ❚ ‘We stopped Gujarat from becoming Kashmir’

D G Vanzara hugs his
wife after his release
from Sabarmati Central
Jail Wednesday. JAVED RAJA

RS MP writes to Modi,
Irani to make education

free until class XII

Entrepreneurship conference begins 
in Ahmedabad, 18 countries take part
AHMEDABAD: The three-day 11th biennial conference on entrepre-
neurship began at Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India
(EDI) where 114 papers will be presented, including those from 18 dif-
ferent countries. The conference was inaugurated by eminent business
historian Dwijendra Tripathi, who is also the Kasturbhai Lalbhai Chair
Professor of Business History and Entrepreneurship (Emeritus), IIM-
Ahmedabad. “One of the most exciting developments of the last two
decades has been the increasing number of young persons moving
away from salaried jobs and taking to self-employment and the increas-
ing number of management graduates setting up their own enterprises
disregarding the risks involved,” Tripathi said. “The entry of women in
the realm of self-employment is a new phenomenon. Equally exciting is
the rise of NGOs, focusing on laudable social causes,” he added. Ex-
perts from Algeria, Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Germany, Indonesia, Jordan,
Malaysia, Mexico, Nigeria, Poland, Serbia, Sultanate of Oman, Sweden,
UK, USA, Uzbekistan and Zimbabwe are part of the event. ENS
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AS soon as the special CBI
court granted bail to DG Van-
zara in Ishrat Jahan encounter
case, Vanzara’s family has been
camping in Mumbai, making
arrangement for his stay. Van-
zara had got bail by a Mumbai
court in the Sohrabuddin
Sheikh encounter case last
year, but he was in judicial cus-
tody in the Ishrat Jahan en-
counter case. He got bail in the
Ishrat case earlier this month.

Gauridevi, Vanzara’s wife,
who was waiting outside Sabar-
mati jail, said, “All these years I
have fasted and prayed to God
everyday for his release. The
kind of struggle we have faced,
no other among those arrested
have faced. I thank God that
He finally showed mercy on my
husband.” 

Prithviraj Vanzara, his
younger son, said, “He will live
in Mumbai now and it’s the be-
ginning of a new life for him. I
am happy that his new life be-
gins in Mumbai where we have
several relatives, some of his
old friends settled after retire-
ment and he would love to
spend time with them.” 

Vanzara’s elder brother, K
G Vanzara, a retired IAS offi-
cer,  who accompanied him
throughout his struggle in jail,
said, “My brother never com-
plained or cursed the situa-
tions. He is a fighter, an open-
hearted man. When inside the
prison, he used to say he will
move on. ‘Whether inside the
jail or outside I will fully live my
life’, he’d say and he did. We
have always stood by him
through thick and thin and now
we will celebrate life together
like we have done since child-

hood. We both are retired now
and I am going to relive some
childhood days with him.” 

Prithviraj said, “I used to
come to Sabarmati Jail to
meet him and hand over
home-cooked food. Today, it
was the time to escort him out
of the prison and it has been
an experience I will remem-
ber all my life.” 

Sardar Yard of Sabarmati
Central Jail, where Vanzara
was lodged for all these years,
had become his second home

and the other undertrials had
also become friendly with him.
The jail officials, when asked
about his last day, said, “He
came and hugged the jailors
and other guards who have
been working in the jail for
years. He told them that due to
their respect for him, he never
felt like a prisoner inside. The
undertrials living in the same
yard got emotional and shook
hands with him.” 

The officials added that the
jail staff and prisoners will miss
his poetry, philosophy classes
and a walk in morning and
evening of the yard that in-
spired even P P Pandey to join
him before the two were re-
leased on bail. Prithiviraj said,
“He is not in a hurry to work
anywhere. He will rest for a
while and doesn’t want to take
up work in any post-retirement
government profile”.

Arrives in Mumbai

with son Prithviraj;

says encounters

genuine, judiciary

strong and just
GAUTAM S MENGLE

MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 18

FORMER Gujarat Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral D G Vanzara reached Mumbai at
around 7.15 pm on Wednesday, accompa-
nied by his son Prithviraj. He was received by
some close family members, including
daughters of his brother K G Vanzara, and a
small group of supporters. 

“The encounters were genuine. The
charges levelled against us and the subse-
quent investigation was fake. I and the Gu-
jarat police were victims of Indian politics.
My officers were and are innocent, and very
soon everything will be clear. The Indian ju-
diciary is strong and just, and it is the judici-
ary that has freed me after eight years,” 
said Vanzara.

The former top cop refused to name any
particular party or person when asked who
had framed him. Vanzara will be staying with
some relatives in Chembur. He has been di-
rected to appear before the court in Ahmed-
abad every Saturday. 

He has been provided armed security,
which includes one guard armed with a car-
bine and a personal security officer with the
security branch of the Mumbai police. “I
went straight to the airport and flew to
Mumbai, honouring the directions of the
court. I have not even met my family in
Gandhinagar,” Vanzara said.

When asked if he had any political plans
for the future, he said, “I am a soldier, a
proud policeman. Even though I’m now re-
tired, once a policeman, always a policeman.
I have neither interest, nor inclination 
for politics.”

‘It’s the beginning of a new life for him’

Vanzara’s wife outside
the jail Wednesday. JAVED RAJA


