state rules apply to GBSE schools

Board director RK Chaturvedi clarifies that schools will have to follow fee structure decided by state govt
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fthe schools affiliated to Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) in state had any doubts
regarding the jurisdiction of sta-
te government over them, chair-
man of the board, RK Chaturvedi, has
put these to rest. The schools are obli-
gedtofollowthenormslaid by thesta-
te government, including rulings of
the Fee Regulatory Committee (FRC)
with regard to fee structure, hereitera-
ted. Hestated thatwhileschoolsareaf-
filiated to CBSE, theboarddoesnotha-
ve control over fees charged by them.
“The norms of the state government
(where the CBSE school is located) are
applicable to CBSE schoolsaswell,” he
said.
Whenaskedabouthistakeon Cha-
turvedi’s statement, Manan Choksi,
executive director of Udgam School,

said, “So far, there is no such clarity
about fee structure in CBSE by-laws. It
will be nice to have clarity if CBSE co-
mesoutwithacircularin thisregard.”

Welcoming the clarification, San-
jiv Jain, a parent, said, “Now, schools
mustadhere totheThe GujaratSelfFi-
nanced Schools (Regulation of Fees)
Act, 2017 and start capping the fee.
Having said this, I am keen to know
how government tackles with the
non-cooperative CBSE schools.”

Another parent, Vinit Pohani, ex-
pressed hope that now all CBSE scho-
ols would follow the FRC rules and
stop harassing parents and students
inthename of fees.

Third party rating for schools

Chaturvedi revealed that the board
wasinprocessofimplementingathird
party rating for affiliated schools
acrossthecountryandaimedatcomp-
leting the work before the start of the
academicsessionin 2018. “The propo-
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sal to start the accreditation rating is
onafasttrack. Wearedeciding thequ-
alifying criteria for accreditation. This
willbe voluntary participation and ra-
ting will be done by a third party,” he
said.

Elaborating on the accreditation
process, hesaid theratingwouldbede-
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CBSE to offer another entrepreneurship course

CBSE chairman RK Chaturvediwasin Ahmedabad on Saturday to attend
aworkshop forteachers of CBSE-affiliated schools at EDI. The institute
and CBSE willwork togetherto designa vocational course onentrepre-
neurship. he new courseis being developed keeping in mind application-
based utility for classfland 12 students. EDI Director Sunil Shukla said
that the programme will be developed keepinginmind students who
wantstohavetheir ownstart-upsandbusinesses.

cided on the basis of the school’s re-
sults, quality of education imparted,
quality of teachers, teacher retention,
feedbackofstudentsand parents, hap-
piness index and infrastructure
amongother points.

Vice-Principal of Prakash Higher
Secondary School Mrugen Shah
welcomed the idea of accreditation
system but raised doubts over its
efficacy.

“Firstly, before starting the accre-
ditation, there should be clarity about
the criteria. Secondly, local parents al-

ready know about the quality of the
school. The only section that may be-
nefit from theratings would be the pa-
rentswhomove from onecity toanot-
her,” hesaid.

Pragya Pandya, Principal of St Ka-
bir school, opined that the concept
will be useful overall . “Improvement
and competition is always welcome.
Parents will benefit from this. Not on-
ly will this give parents an idea about
themeritofschoolsbutalsopushnon-
performing schools to improve their
standards,” she stated.



