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I
f the schools affiliated to Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) in state had any doubts
regarding the jurisdiction of sta-
te government over them, chair-

man of the board, RK Chaturvedi, has
put these to rest. The schools are obli-
ged to follow the norms laid by the sta-
te government, including rulings of
the Fee Regulatory Committee (FRC)
with regard to fee structure, he reitera-
ted. He stated that while schools are af-
filiated to CBSE, the board does not ha-
ve control over fees charged by them.
“The norms of the state government
(where the CBSE school is located) are
applicable to CBSE schools as well,” he
said. 

When asked about his take on Cha-
turvedi’s statement, Manan Choksi,
executive director of Udgam School,

said, “So far, there is no such clarity
about fee structure in CBSE by-laws. It
will be nice to have clarity if CBSE co-
mes out with a circular in this regard.”

Welcoming the clarification, San-
jiv Jain, a parent, said, “Now, schools
must adhere to the The GujaratSelf Fi-
nanced Schools (Regulation of Fees)
Act, 2017 and start capping the fee.
Having said this, I am keen to know
how government tackles with the
non-cooperative CBSE schools.”

Another parent, Vinit Pohani, ex-
pressed hope that now all CBSE scho-
ols would follow the FRC rules and
stop harassing parents and students
in the name of fees.

Third party rating for schools
Chaturvedi revealed that the board
was in process of implementing a third
party rating for affiliated schools
across the country and aimed at comp-
leting the work before the start of the
academic session in 2018. “The propo-

sal to start the accreditation rating is
on a fast track. We are deciding the qu-
alifying criteria for accreditation. This
will be voluntary participation and ra-
ting will be done by a third party,” he
said. 

Elaborating on the accreditation
process, he said the rating would be de-

ready know about the quality of the
school. The only section that may be-
nefit from the ratings would be the pa-
rents who move from one city to anot-
her,” he said.

Pragya Pandya, Principal of St Ka-
bir school, opined that the concept
will be useful overall . “Improvement
and competition is always welcome.
Parents will benefit from this. Not on-
ly will this give parents an idea about
the merit of schools but also push non-
performing schools to improve their
standards,” she stated.

State rules apply to CBSE schools 
Board director RK Chaturvedi clarifies that schools will have to follow fee structure decided by state govt 
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ferrying liquor illegally with a speci-
ally created compartment in the
truck.

In another case, a resident of Bha-
chau, Kutch called up the helpline
number, which helped the vigilance
squad team successfully raid a gamb-
ling party. An amount of Rs 11 lakh
cash and total seizure included goods
amounting to Rs 75 lakh.

Police received 440 calls on the
helpline number and 254 messages
on WhatsApp from people across the
State in just 66 days of June, July and
August, which helped them file nu-
merous prohibition and gambling
cases. Thirty-five per cent of the in-
formers were females and the highest
number of WhatsApp messages was
received from Ahmedabad, as per in-
formation provided by the squad. 

The helpline number was released
on June 5 and the WhatsApp number
on June 16. Of the 254 WhatsApp
messages received by the vigilance
squad from across the State, Ahmed-
abad topped with 31messages, follo-
wed by Bharuch with 21 messages
and Mehsana was third with 19 mes-
sages. Some citizens even dared to
click photographs or shoot videos of
the illegal activity and send it to
them. 

The calls and messages received
has made the task of DG vigilance
squad easy. On receiving informa-
tion, the members zero in on the loca-
tion of illegal activity and nab the su-
spects with the evidence. Cases whe-
re only a few members are needed, the
squad informs the district SP and top
cops of the specific city.

The DG vigilance squad compri-
ses 29 officers that include IG Has-
mukh Patel, DIG S K Dave, DySP Jyoti
Patel, 3 PI, 1PSI and 22 head constab-
les and constables. The team is active
round the clock. 

DySP Jyoti Patel said, “We have
benefitted immensely after laun-
ching the helpline and WhatsApp
numbers. Citizens, especially fema-
les, have shared useful information
on the numbers. With the concrete
information they provided, we were

able to catch many illegal liquor ven-
dors and gamblers. We never ask the
informers to identify themselves
which makes them feel safe and en-
thusiastic about providing informa-
tion. They inform us about the
wrongdoers not for their own benefit
but for the betterment of society.”

After the implementation of the
amended Prohibition Act in March,
there has been an increase in the
number of cases, Patel said.

Your booze spoiler is
just WhatsApp away
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cided on the basis of the school’s re-
sults, quality of education imparted,
quality of teachers, teacher retention,
feedback of students and parents, hap-
piness index and infrastructure
among other points.

Vice-Principal of Prakash Higher
Secondary School Mrugen Shah 
welcomed the idea of accreditation 
system but raised doubts over its 
efficacy. 

“Firstly, before starting the accre-
ditation, there should be clarity about
the criteria. Secondly, local parents al-

CBSE Chairman R K Chaturvedi

CBSE chairman RK Chaturvedi was in Ahmedabad on Saturday to attend
aworkshop for teachers of CBSE-affiliated schools at EDI. The institute
and CBSE will work together to design a vocational course on entrepre-
neurship. he new course is being developed keeping in mind application-
based utility for class 11and 12 students. EDI Director Sunil Shukla said
that the programme will be developed keeping in mind students who
wants to have their own start-ups and businesses.

CBSE to offer another entrepreneurship course

T
he H1N1scare continues to
grip the city as four more
deaths and 64 new cases
were registered on Satur-
day. In the last 24 hours,

there have been seven deaths, and
197 new cases all over the state. This
has taken the total death toll in the
state since January to 323. 

According to the AMC figures,
while the number of fresh cases have
gone down, the number of fatalities
remain stagnant as three to four de-
aths are reported daily. On Saturday,
100 H1N1 virus patients were dis-
charged from various hospitals in
the city. So far, 1054 patients have be-
en discharged in 2017 officials said. 

The officials further stated that 12
patients have been put on to ventila-
tor support, 11 patients have been
put on BiPAP (Bilevel Positive Air-
way Pressure), 71patients have been

put on oxygen support and 342 pati-
ents are in a stable condition. 

Bhavin Solanki, in-charge Medi-
cal Officer, AMC said, “On Saturday,
64 new cases of H1N1virus have been
registered in Ahmedabad. Four de-
aths have occurred on Saturday in
the city. We are seeing a decrease in
the positive cases. And we are ma-
king efforts to identify the virus in its
initial state and begin treatment im-
mediately.”

He added, “We have sufficient
stock of medications required to tre-
at the disease. There are 23,970 tab-
lets of TamiFlu and 698 syrups.”
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Got info? Call up at
this number
According to DG vigilance squad
IG Hasmukh Patel, “Our 
helpline number is 14405and
WhatsApp number is
9978934444. Any citizen who is
aware of any illegal activity in
their area can inform us on
these numbers. The citizens
should contact us without fear
as we do not seek their identity.
Strict action on the basis of the
information is taken and any
illegal goings-on are stopped.”

Booze seized from truck in Vatva

Kudos for the squad
Besides information, the DG
vigilance squad also receives
words of appreciation and
praise on the helpline and What-
sApp numbers. 

Aresident of Rajkot in his
message stated, “The way the
team considers our information
important and takes immediate
action based on it is commend-
able. The citizens of Rajkot are
very happy with the work of the
Vigilance squad.’ 

After a tempo traveller was
caught by the squad from Tapi
district for illegally trans-
porting liquor, the informer had
sent a WhatsApp message
praising them profusely.

The total death toll in the State since January is 323

On Saturday, 64 new
cases of H1N1virus
have been registered
in Ahmedabad. Four
deaths have occurred
on Saturday in city

-Bhavin Solanki, Medical officer, AMC

We have benefitted 
immensely after
launching the helpline
and WhatsApp 
numbers. Citizens, 
especially females,
have shared useful 
info on the numbers

-Jyoti Patel, DySP

Swine flu claims 4
more lives in city
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