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 remembering a saint 

Locals and students celebrate the 107th birth anniversary of Saint Mother Teresa by 
garlanding her statue and cutting a cake in Bhadra on Saturday —Hanif SindHi/dna

Heavy rains 
likely in parts 
of state: IMD

DNA Correspondent 
correspondent@dnaindia.net

Heavy to very heavy rain is likely 
in parts of  the state over the next 
four days, the India Meteorologi-
cal Department has forecast, even 
as city received sudden showers 
on Saturday evening.

Vansda taluka of  Navsari, Lim-
kheda and Devgadh Baria talukas 
of  Dahod, Waghai in Dangs and 
some other places reported a good 
amount of  rain on Saturday. Aver-
age rainfall in the state in the cur-
rent season has already crossed 90 
per cent of  the long period aver-
age. However, this is primarily be-
cause of  unprecedented rainfall in 
July, which had led to extensive 
flooding in parts of  north Gujarat. 
There has been little rainfall in the 
state in the current month so far.

In its forecast, IMD said light to 
moderate rain or thundershowers 
are very likely at many places in 
Gujarat region, Saurashtra, Kutch, 
as well as twin union territories of  
Daman and Diu, and Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli till August 31.

Decision on advancing 
board exams not final
Tanushree Bhatia 
Tanushree.bhatia@dnaindia.net

Putting confusion over advancing 
the board exams to temporary 
rest, chairman of  Central Board 
of  Secondary Education (CBSE), 
on Saturday, said no decision has 
been taken yet in this regard.

Chaturvedi was in the city as 
part of  a workshop organised by 
Entrepreneurship Development 
Institute of  India (EDII), held for 
principals across the Ajmer re-
gion that covers Maharashtra, Gu-
jarat and Rajasthan.

“The idea to advance the exam 
struck as we realised that to con-
duct exams of  86 subjects, we would 
need 45 days, leaving no time for 
children to prepare for entrance ex-
ams like JEE and NEET. Hence, it 
was thought that instead of  com-
mencing exams from March, we 
would advance it by four or five 
days and start in February”

“However, nothing has been fi-
nalised yet. As of  today, exams 
will start from March 1 onwards. 
A committee has been appointed 
to look into the nitty-gritties of  
the same, and a report will be sub-
mitted next month. Based on the 
report, a decision will be taken, 
said Chaturvedi.”

Speaking about NCERT books 

used by schools, Chaturvedi clari-
fied that CBSE recommends the 
use of  NCERT books. He said, “For 
multi-level learning, you may use 
books by other publishers. But for 
content validation, the school will 
have to take responsibility.

When the principal of  a Va-
dodara school asked how to han-
dle situations where they are sent 
to check board papers in April, 
Chaturvedi said, “Why do you 
start your session in April, not 
July? You teach from April to 
charge a higher fee. Kids lose their 
childhood to studies these days. 
They cannot learn everything in a 
40X20 classroom. Send them on ex-
cursions for them to learn life.”

CBSE Chairman RK Chaturvedi addressed concerns of school principals

Rajesh Kumar Chaturvedi, Chairman of CBSE and Dr Sunil Shukla, Director, EDII at EDII Campus

�� Chaturvedi also an-
nounced that CBSE is likely 
to include Entrepreneurship 
as a subject from Class 11 
onwards

�� Entrepreneurial poten-
tial should be identified at 
the secondary school level 
during the developmental 
stage. The possibility of self 
employment as a career op-
tion is still open and aware-
ness is being spread among 
a broad range of people

EnTrEprEnEurship

Rupani, Solanki 
engage in a 
war of words
DNA Correspondent  
correspondent@dnaindia.net

Chief  Minister Vijay Rupani and 
Gujarat Congress chief  Bharat-
sinh Solanki indulged in a war of  
words on Saturday.

After IITRAM’s convocation 
ceremony in Ahmedabad, talking 
to media persons Rupani said, 
“Congress high command does 
not trust the Gujarat Congress 
chief, that they appointed four 
working presidents in Gujarat 
Congress. When their high com-
mand cannot trust their party 
chief, how can 6.5 crore Gujaratis 
trust such a leader and his party.”

Reacting to this, Solanki said, 
“Vijay Rupani should introspect, 
look into his own conscience be-
fore speaking about someone else. 
Everyone knows he is a rubber 
stamp CM in Gujarat government 
and cannot make a single move 
without the concern of  BJP chief  
Amit Shah. Rupani’s glow is bor-
rowed from the halo of  Shah.”

Cong MLAs join BJP
On Saturday, two former Con-
gress MLAs joined BJP at 
Sanand in Ahmedabad dis-
trict. Former MLA from Vi-
ramgam Dr Tejashree Patel 
and Sanand MLA Karamsi Pa-
tel joined BJP in the presence 
of  CM Vijay Rupani and Guja-
rat BJP chief  Jitu Vaghani. 
Two more, Ramsinh Parmar 
and Mansinh Chauhan are go-
ing to join BJP on Sunday at 
Dakor in Kheda district.

Swine flu claims 7, 
lowest since Aug 15
DNA Correspondent 
correspondent@dnaindia.net

Swine flu seems to be finally los-
ing steam in Gujarat. Even as new 
cases of  swine flu were reported, 
the death toll of  seven on Satur-
day was the lowest in a single day 
in almost two weeks.

Swine flu wrecked havoc in Gu-
jarat with an average of  10 to 12 
deaths for the past several days, 
barring August 15 when the toll 
was seven.

Officials said that seven more 
patients succumbed on Saturday, 
taking the swine flu toll in the 
state since January to 323, the sec-
ond highest in the country after 
Maharashtra.

A state government release said 
that 197 new cases of  swine flu 
were reported in the last 24 hours. 
As a result, the number of  con-
firmed swine flu cases in the state 
rose to 4,259, the second highest 
after Maharashtra.

“As many as 347 swine flu pa-
tients recovered and were dis-
charged on Saturday, while 1,204 
patients are undergoing treat-
ment in various hospitals. Of  
these, 21 are on ventilator,” the re-
lease said.

The release added that the 
number of  fresh swine flu cases 
has been on a decline for the past 
four days, while the number of  
patients being discharged after re-
covering has been going up.

“As per the guidelines, tracking 

is being undertaken for 10 days of  
all people who came in close con-
tact with swine flu patients. 927 
such people were covered under 
tracking today,” it said. 

Four deaths were reported in 
city on Saturday.

Since January swine flu has claimed 323 lives

on a decline
 Date Deaths Cases 

 August 20 17 234 

 August 21 9 191 

 August 22 8 193 

 August 23 9 207 

 August 24 9 221 

 August 25 10 201 

 August 26 7 197 

(Source: Government of Gujarat)

Nine farmers earn renewable 
energy credit with solar pumps

DNA Correspondent 
correspondent@dnaindia.net 

In an urban environment, with ac-
cess to various machinery, people 
can make plans on how to earn re-
newable energy credits. But six 
farmers of  Dhundi Village in 
Kheda district have achieved 
something exemplary in terms of  
earning renewable energy credit. 

The farmers, for irrigation, 
have started using pumps running 
on solar power where they have 
not only saved money, but also 
earned carbon credit. On Satur-
day, the group called ‘Dhundi Saur 
Urja Utpadak Sahakari Mandali’ 
was in Ahmedabad to launch their 
first biannual progress report. 
The mandali claimed that it is the 
first cooperative society in the 
world to use solar pumps, opera-
tional since 2015, for irrigation. 

“We started out in December 
2015 with six solar pumps of  56.4 
kWp (Kilo Watt Power) capacity. In 
April 2016, a micro-grid was com-
missioned and we stated selling 
surplus solar energy to Madhya 
Gujarat Vij Company Limited (MG-
VCL) in May 2016,” said Pravin 
Parmar, secretary of  the mandali. 

“We have saved around 8,000 li-

tres of  diesel, avoided 21,000 kg of  
carbon dioxide emission and have 
earned renewable energy credit 
of  1,00,000 kWh,” added Patel. 

The project at Dhundi village 
was created as part of  a filed re-
search pilot of   International Wa-
ter Management Institute (IWIM). 

Solar panels set up in Dhundi village help farmers earn a surplus

Profiting from sunshine
Gargi Raval 
gargi.raval@dnaindia.net 

“We are building a pucca home 
soon,” says Champaben Par-
mar, beaming with joy. Her 
farmer husband, Lakshmanb-
hai, members of  Dhundi Solar 
Energy Producers’ Coopera-
tive Society, is also generating 
a side income from Madhya 
Gujarat Vij Company Limited 
(MGVCL). “We are six people 
living in our small house. But 
now we have been sowing in 
farms for three seasons with-
out electricity cuts or issues 
with water supply. Apart from 
the crop, we are selling sur-
plus energy, which is the icing 
on the cake,” chuckles Parmar.

Hanif SindHi/dna

Coast Guard rescues 13 
fishermen after 2 boats collide
DNA Correspondent 
correspondent@dnaindia.net

The Indian Coast Guard rescued 
13 fishermen who were stranded 
after a collision involving two 
fishing boats off  the coast near 
Okha.

The state fisheries department 
reported the collision in the early 
morning on Friday. According to 
officials, the Coast Guard activat-
ed search and rescue operations 
after ascertaining the details. A 
Coast Guard Hovercraft was di-
verted to render assistance to the 
stranded crew.

“It was later established that an 
Indian fishing boat, Vaman Dev, 
had sought towing assistance 
from another fishing boat, Tulsi I. 
While towing, Tulsi I lost propul-
sion due to entangling of  fishing 
nets in its propeller. Both the 
boats collided and grounded off  

Samiyani island at 3 am on Au-
gust 25,” Defence PRO said in an 
official release.

The release added that the 
Coast Guard, after arriving on the 
scene, noticed the two boats had 
run aground with damaged hulls.

“All 13 crew members were ac-
counted for and reported safe. 
They, along with the debris, were 
shifted with the assistance of  lo-
cal port authorities and fisher-
men when the tide receded,” the 
release added.

Boats collided in the early hours of Friday

Bridge gap between haves 
and have-nots, says CM
DNA Correspondent 
correspondent@dnaindia.net

Speaking at the first convocation 
of  the Institute of  Infrastructure 
Technology Research and Man-
agement (IIT-RAM) in 
Ahmedabad on Saturday, Chief  
Minister Vijay Rupani advised the 
students to work for the better-
ment of  society.

“Lord Rama had built a bridge 
over the Indian Ocean which is 
the symbol of  humanity and an 
architectural marvel. Students of  
IIT-RAM can also contribute their 
bit to bridge the gap between the 
haves and have-nots in our society 
and create new architectural mar-
vels,” Rupani said.

Chairman of  board of  Gover-
nors in IIT RAM and chairman of  

Torrent Group, Sudhir Mehta, said, 
“All the students of  the first batch 
have been placed in various compa-
nies which is a big achievement.”

Education minister Bhupen-
drasinh Chudasama, minister of  
state for higher education Jay-
drathsinh Parmar, and senior of-
ficials of  the state government 
were also present.

We expect a New India 
to emerge by 2022 with 
contribution of the new 
generation. You all can 
help in realising PM 
Modi’s dream.
Vijay Rupani,  
Chief Minister

DNA Correspondent  
correspondent@dnaindia.net

Three kg gold estimated to have a 
market value of  around Rs 80 
lakh was seized from a passenger 
by the Customs department at 
the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel In-
ternational Airport on Saturday 
morning.

Sources told DNA that the Air 
Intelligence Unit of  the Customs 
had input about a passenger who 
had boarded an India-bound flight 
from the Sharjah International 
Airport carrying gold. When the 
flight landed here, the Customs 
team frisked him but it was not 
able to find anything on him. 
However, the metal detector found 
something concealed in the motor 
of  a table fan. On opening, 3 kg 
gold was found concealed in it.

3kg gold worth 
`80L hidden in 
table fan seized

DNA Correspondent 
correspondent@dnaindia.net

Two died and six were injured af-
ter auto rickshaws turned turtle 
in two different incidents in Chilo-
da. The incidents took place due to 
the drivers’ negligence and police 
have lodged a case against them.

On Friday night, Kajodi Gajjar, 
resident of  Dahegam was retur-
ing from Gandhinagar with three 
of  his family members when the 
accident took place. At Chiloda 
circle, the driver lost control and 
the auto overturned. Gajjar died 
on the spot while three others suf-
fered minor injuries.

In the other incident, Vishnub-
hai Thakor, a resident of  Indroda 
village had taken a shared auto to 
Isanpur. Near Chiloda circle, the 
auto turned turtle and Vishnub-
hai died on the spot while three 
others were injured.

Biker hit by BRTS bus
On Saturday, a biker was in-
jured after he was hit by a 
BRTS bus near ISRO Road in 
Satellite area. The injured 
was identified as Mohammad 
Akhil. According to the po-
lice, Akhil was driving his 
bike in a restricted BRTS 
lane. When he tried to over-
take a bus, he was hit by an-
other bus coming from the op-
posite side of  the lane. Satel-
lite police have lodged a case 
regarding the matter.

2 dead, 6 hurt 
as two autos 
turn turtle

92-year-old man found murdered in 
bathroom, inside hand suspected
DNA Correspondent 
correspondent@dnaindia.net

A 92-year-old man was murdered 
in his house on Saturday morn-
ing. The accused had suffocated 
him with a pillow when he was 
asleep in his bedroom, and had 
then dragged his body to the bath-
room. The accused then stole his 
car parked inside his house. Pri-
mary investigation has revealed 
the involvement of  an inside 
hand.

The deceased has been identi-
fied as Rasiklal Mehta, resident of  
Darshan Society, Navrangpura 
area. The incident took place be-
tween 4.30 and 5 am on Saturday, at 
house number 14, Darshan society. 
Rasikalal, a former city engineer 
with Ahmedabad Electricity Com-
pany, was living with his son Kam-
lesh Mehta, daughter-in-law Rupal 

Mehta, and granddaughter.
On Saturday at around 6 am, 

Rupal went to Rasiklal’s room to 
wake him up, but the door was 
locked from inside. Rupal found it 
suspicious as Mehta would never 
keep his door closed. She then 
tried to peek into his room from 
the window from outside, when 
she saw Mehta lying inside the 
bathroom with his legs sticking 
out into the bedroom.

She immediately alerted her 

husband and daughter, who en-
tered the room through the win-
dow and found Mehta’s face cov-
ered in blood. They informed 
Navrangpura police, who, along 
senior police officials, FSL team, 
Dog squad and Crime branch offi-
cials, reached the spot. 

CCTV footage of  the incident 
recovered by police, showed the 
accused taking the car from the 
house. The footage showed the car 
stopping at the spot for a while be-
fore driving off, leaving the police 
suspecting that there was more 
than one person involved.

AK Parmar, ACP ‘B’ Division, 
said, “It is clear the murder didn’t 
happen due to robbery. We suspect 
murder was the main intention 
and the accused stole the car to 
flee the spot. Without the help of  
an inside hand, the crime would 
not have been possible.”

Police at No 14, Darshan society 

Hanif SindHi/dna


