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Ahmedabad: The govern-
ment of Gujarat has given its
stamp of approval for the Rs
6,758-crore Phase II of the Ah-
medabad Metro Rail project
connecting Mahatma Man-
dir, Sachivalaya, Gift City
and PDPU.

Officials of the Metro-
Link Express for Gandhina-
gar and Ahmedabad (MEGA)
said Phase-II will extend
from Motera to Mahatma
Mandir. The 34.6km Phase-II
will be completely elevated
and will have 24 stations. A
separate line from Pandit De-
endayal Petroleum Universi-
ty (PDPU) to GIFT City will
link Gift City to the main line.

Officials said the cost of
the second phase is estimated
to be is Rs 6,758 crore. Work
on the second phase will be-
gin as soon as the govern-
ment of India sanctions it.

The Detailed Project Re-
port (DPR) of Phase-II, con-
necting Mahatma Mandir,
Akshardham, GIFT City and
GNLU was prepared by the
Delhi Metro Rail Corpora-
tion (DMRC).

According to Metro offici-
als, “In order to achieve the
maximum benefits from the
project, the DPR made 2014

for Ahmedabad Metro Rail
Project Phase-I projected
that connectivity to Gandhi-
nagar would be provided
from the North-South corri-
dor of Phase-I. Accordingly,
the 2017 DPR has been prepa-
red for Phase-II, which will
connect Ahmedabad and
Gandhinagar.”

Officials in MEGA said
the second phase will start
from Motera and will con-
nect PDPU, Raysan, Gujarat
International Finance Tec-
City (GIFT) and Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International
Airport. The metro will, in
Gandhinagar, connect Aks-
hardham, Sector 24 and Ma-

hatma Mandir, which is also
close to Gandhinagar rail-
way station. The station is al-
so being given a facelift.

Officials said the authori-
ties plan to finish the first
phase of the project, connec-
ting Thaltej and Vastral and
APMC to Motera by the end of
2019. Officials said metro ser-
vices from Vastral to Apparel
Park in Khokhra will go com-
mercial by 2019. The state
plans to have the first metro
trial run soon after the elec-
tions. Commercial opera-
tions will need a final nod
from the commissioner of
metro rail safety (CMRS),
which takes some 18 months.

No airport connectivity
MEGA officials have deci-

ded to drop their plan to con-
nect the airport with the Met-
ro. Sources said authorities
found the route was not fea-
sible and there was not much
traffic. Hence they have drop-
ped the plan to connect the
airport. The AMC recently
launched a direct Airport
bus shuttle service but it
hasn’t received a great re-
sponse.

GIFT City line to take PPP
route

According to the new met-
ro rail policy announced this
August by the government of

India, MEGA authorities ha-
ve decided to extend the Met-
ro 6km into GIFT City. The
six-km project will be taken
up by GIFT city using the PPP
model. 

Officials said that one sta-
tion outside GIFT City would
be funded through the pro-
ject cost, but the cost of the
6km elevated corridor and
three station inside GIFT ci-
ty would be borne by GIFT. 

The officials said the rou-
te was in the proposal sent to
the government of Gujarat
but as the Union government
changed the policy, GIFT was
included via PPP and a revi-
sed proposal was approved.

Will Connect North-South Line Of Phase I to Gandhinagar, GIFT City
State nod for ̀̀ 6,758cr Metro Phase II

Ahmedabad:A running che-
etah outlined by a red train
like shape will be the logo of
the high-speed train between
Ahmedabad and Mumbai.
The logo designed by Chak-
radhar Alla, a student of the
National Institute of Design
(NID), bagged the first prize
from a jury of the Indian go-
vernment chaired by the fa-
mous architect and painter
Satish Gujral.

Alla, a third semester stu-
dents of Master of Design
(MDes), had earlier compe-
ted in around 25 competi-
tions including ‘Swachh Bha-
rat Mission’ (SBM) and ‘Beti
Bachao- Beti Padhao’ initiati-
ve, but had failed to bag a pri-
ze.

Alla said that he concei-
ved the logo of a cheetah as it
symbolises speed and he cho-
se the colour blue as it signifi-
es trust. He outlined the chee-
tah in red lines with grey dots
which are the colours of the
train and expertise respecti-
vely.

“The most important qua-
lity of the service (of high-
speed rail between Ahmed-
abad and Mumbai) is the she-
er speed of the train. This at-
tribute is put in the logo with

the symbolism of a cheetah
charging through stations.
The form of the logo mimics
the shape of the high-speed
train with movement and ae-
ro-dynamism,” said Alla.

Elaborating on his use of
colours, Alla said, “The colo-
urs of the logo were carefully
chosen, so as to effectively re-
present the qualities of the
organisation –efficiency
with red, trust with the blue
and technical expertise with
the grey colour. The three co-
lours also represent safety
(blue), speed (red) and com-
fort (grey).”

Tridha Gajjar, graphic de-
sign programme coordinator
and associate senior faculty
member at NID, said that Alla
will receive his first award at
the prize distribution cere-
mony in Delhi on Wednesday.

Alla will also be handed
over the prize money of Rs1
lakh. 

Pradyumna Vyas, NID di-
rector, said that he received a
letter from the Union govern-
ment on Monday confirming
that Alla’s design has been
accepted as the logo by the na-
tional high speed rail corpo-
ration limited. 

NIDian’s cheetah logo
selected for bullet train

Chakradhar Alla next to the logo he designed for the National High
Speed Rail Corporation Limited

Ahmedabad: Gujarat high
court has sought reply from
the state on why the manda-
tory district planning com-
mittees (DPCs) in Vadodara
and Aravalli districts have
not been made operational
by providing them with ade-
quate staff and infrastructu-
re.

The HC directions have
been sought by the district
panchayats from Vadodara
and Aravalli, both governed
by the Congress party, on al-
legations that the ruling dis-
pensation in the state i.e.
BJP “purposely frustrates
the functioning of the dis-
trict planning committees
and for its obvious political

considerations is not ma-
king any budgetary alloca-
tions for the functioning of
these local self-governance
institutions”.

Justice R H Shukla has is-
sued notice and sought reply
in this regard by November
27.

The petitioner panchay-
ats have prayed for direc-
tions to the state authorities
to provide land, building, ad-
ministrative staff, infrast-
ructure and necessary fi-
nancial resources for proper
functioning of the DPCs as
per the mandate of Article
243 ZD of the Constitution.
The DPCs should be empo-

wered to prepare draft deve-
lopment plan for the rural
areas in consultation with
panchayats and municipali-
ties.

The petitioners’ advocate
Anand Yagnik submitted be-
fore the court last week that
even after nine years from
the enacting the District
Planning Committees Act
and three years after the HC
issued directions on Novem-
ber 27, 2014 to frame rules for
enforcing the act, DPCs have
not been made functional.

The lawyer argued that
the state government has
wilfully and deliberately fai-
led to establish, develop and
make alive in every district,
a constitutional institution
in the form of DPC. “Not a

penny is allocated for buil-
ding the institution in the
form of district planning
committee. The district
planning officer does not
call the meeting at all and as
a result the DPC does not me-
et at all. Therefore, the initi-
ation of the preparation of
draft development plan of
rural planning in the dis-
trict area is not taking pla-
ce,” the petitioners submit-
ted.

Ever since, the opposi-
tion Congress wrested vario-
us district panchayats from
the BJP in 2015 local body
elections, it has been insis-
ting on delegation of powers
as per the panchayat laws for
preparation of draft deve-
lopment plans.

HC notice to govt over inactive DPCs DON’T IGNORE EARLY 
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CONTRACTOR’S FAULT: The road between 
Sangath Diamond Tower and Savvy Solaris is 
in pathetic condition. The AMC needs to do 
something urgently. In fact, we want to know 
the name of the contractor who is responsible 
for these poor quality roads. The AMC needs to 
urgently take up the road repairs for this 
stretch. —Virendra Gupta

BAD CONSTRUCTION

MOTERA

DESIGN FLAW: Such poorly designed manhole lids are only 
proving to be a traffic hazard on the Keshavbaug-IIM 
Crossroads stretch. There are two such dangerous spots 
on the stretch from IIM New Campus to Keshavbaug. In the 
last six months, these spots continued to pose a major risk 
and yet nothing has been done to correct this road-design 
flaw. I have witnessed many two-wheeler riders losing 
balance while they pass on these lids. If these early 
warnings are not taken seriously, it may have some 
irreversible consequences  —Rupalee Burke

DANGEROUS MANHOLE

IIM ROAD

TEMPLE ON THE ROAD

MAKE ‘SMART’ MOVE

POST OFFICE THAT NEVER OPENS

RELOCATE IT: There is a small temple 
just opposite Himalaya Mall on Drive-

In Road and that has turned into a major 
accident point. The bunching of traffic from 
Gurukul and the ongoing metro rail 
construction has only worsened the situation 
as the road width is now one-fourth the 
original. Like in the past, the government can 
relocate the temple, just as it did while 
constructing the ring road and even the BRTS 
corridor. —Sriram Prayaga | DRIVE-IN

START WITH ROAD & GARBAGE COLLECTION: I
feel there is a lot to be done in Ahmedabad 
before we claim to be a smart city. We first 
start with better roads and proper garbage-
collection system. A lot of these trees have 
been cut down and we cannot afford to lose 
any more. I request urban development 
team to undertake a drive to plant more 
trees and make this city breathe and be 
liveable. —Shaily Mishra

POOR PLANNING: You need to visit this post 
office to believe it exists. In Sanathal on the 
outskirts of Ahmedabad on Sarkhej-Sanand 
Road, there exists a post office located in 
Gokul Dham residential society. The society is 
in the vicinity of Eklavya School. Why is it 
closed throughout the year? There seems to 
be no postman here. —Sanjay Sofat

Ahmedabad: The special ex-
amination for the 1.12 lakh stu-
dents who have failed to clear
their class XII general stream
examination between 2012
and 2017 will begin from Wed-
nesday. The examinations will
continue till November 6.

According to Gujarat Se-
condary
and Hig-
her Se-
condary
Educa-
tion Bo-
ard offici-
als the ex-
amina-
tion will
be con-
ducted
only at
the dis-
trict he-
adquar-
ters. The
examina-
tion hall
will be
equipped with CCTV cameras
in order to curb cheating.

GSHSEB officials said that
these 1.12 lakh students have
failed to clear their HSC ex-
amination. These students ha-

ve not been able to clear their
examination between 2012
and 2017. The officials said
that this is probably the last
chance for the students after
which they would be required
to study afresh with the new
syllabus and appear as an ex-
ternal student.

Offi-
cials said
that 231
buil-
dings
and 2,431
classro-
oms the
state will
be used
to con-
duct the
exami-
nation.
The bo-
ard has
decided
not to
send any
checking

squad but the district educa-
tion officer would be free to ha-
ve his own squad for checking.
However, all classrooms will
be monitored from headquar-
ters in Gandhinagar. TNN

Board exam for old
syllabus begins

Ahmedabad: A team of the city po-
lice’s crime branch nabbed a 21-year-
old man from Vatva for involvement
in about 40 cases of chain-
snatching — 22 of which
have been registered with
the city police. Police are
searching for his partner
in crime. Of the 22 cases,
in 20 the victims were
men, mostly senior citi-
zens out for a morning
walk.

According to crime
branch officials, a team
led by inspector K G
Chaudhari got informa-
tion about Mohammad Saiyad ali-
as Sanga Irani, 21, a resident of Saiy-
adwadi, Vatva, and nabbed him near
Bibi Talao area on Monday. Irani
was apprehended with a gold chain
and a high-speed bike, both worth Rs
1.51lakh.

“Irani is a native of Mumbra in
Mumbai. He is a part of a larger Ira-
ni gang involved in chain-snatching,
thefts, and conning people with sle-

ight of hand,” said a crime branch
official, adding that the gang mem-
bers also frequented cities such as
Delhi and Kolkata. “A number of the
gang’s members started coming to

Ahmedabad after feeling
the police heat in Maha-
rashtra. Irani and others fo-
cused on chain-snatching
as it provided them ‘larger’
returns compared to other
thefts,” the official said.

Investigators said that
Irani used to purchase se-
cond-hand high-speed bi-
kes in the city but avoided
transferring them to his na-
me. He and others used to
conduct recce in affluent

areas and kept an eye on morning
walkers. Over the past three months,
the accused snatched chains from
Vastrapur, Satellite, Ghatlodia, Gu-
jarat University, Vadaj and Vatva po-
lice station areas.

“We have received more informa-
tion on other members of the gang
and search for them has been initia-
ted by various city police stations,”
said the official.

Mumbai youth behind
22 chain snatchings held
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Ahmedabad: A startup mentored by the Gujarat Technology University was
among the five selected from the country for participation in the the Global
Innovation Festa (GIF), to be held from November at Daegu in South Korea.
The AICTE in association with Centre for Creative Economy and Innovation(CCEI)
Daegu, South Korea are organizing the mega event. Five top innovative startup
projects have been selected from India for participation on the international
platform, which includes three startups from Karnataka, one from New Delhi and
one from Gujarat. 
The ‘Multi-purpose CRAB Tool’ startup project, which was mentored by Gujarat
Technological University (GTU), has been selected.

GTU startup reaches innovation fest

PLANNING MISSING

Ahmedabad: The admini-
stration office of Gujarat Uni-
versity will reopen on Wed-
nesday, after an an eleven-day
vacation on account of Diwa-
li. Administrative staff mem-
bers will resume duties at the
varsity. Even as the varsity de-
clared vacation with effect
from October 16, various insti-
tutes continued operations
till Diwali as the forms for uni-
versity examinations were
still being accepted. This left
various college staff mem-
bers with merely five days of
Diwali vacation against 11 da-
ys for the administrative staff.
It may be noted that this was
the longest vacation for the
administrative staff mem-
bers ever. TNN

GU office to
reopen today

Himanshu.Kaushik
@timesgroup.com

After Unesco declared Ahmedabad’s walled city a world
heritage site, it postponed for a few months construction of

the 6.7km underground metrorail corridor worth Rs 1,400. “The
project has to be handled delicately,” says a senior Metrorail
Express for Gandhinagar Ahmedabad (MEGA) official. The project
involves digging tunnels 18m to 20m deep and the tunnels will take
turns of 250 to 300 degrees below the surface. It is a delicate
engineering operation, especially when there are dense heritage
residential or commercial buildings and eight ASI protected
monuments, just outside the 100-metre ASI limit. Huge 6.8m Tunnel
Boring Machines (TBM), each weighing close to 450 tonnes to 500
tonnes with a 100-meter assembly will be lowered below the
surface. Each TBM requires 1,100 kilowatts of power which will be
provided by DG sets. “The boring will begin from the Apparel Park
side and Shahpur side simultaneously,” said a senior Metrorail
Express for Gandhinagar Ahmedabad (MEGA) officer.

Digging work delayed in Walled City 
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